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THE MINUTES Of THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20th 

JANUARY 2022 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp 

Cllr S Bremner (acting Chair) 

Cllr M Oakes 

Cllr G Lee 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr L Garner 

Cllr M Woodward 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn (Parish Clerk)  

 

099.2021 APOLOGIES  

None  

 

Before the meeting started one minute silence was held in memory of Cllr Eric Thompson who sadly passed 

away on 3rd January 2022.  Cllr Thompson had been part of Heighington Parish Council for over 40 years. 

 

100.2021 RECEIVE DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS  

Cllr Woodward declared an interest in items 103.2021 and 107.2021 
 

101.2021 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 18th NOVEMBER 2021 

The minutes of the meeting on 18th November were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

 
102.2021  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The Clerk had contacted DBC to ask if S106 monies could be used towards the cost of the parking bay works at 
Hopelands and they had confirmed that £15,000 was available.  Cllr Garner asked if the quote from NEDL in-
cluded trench and trunking works and asked for this to be clarified.  Cllr Lee questioned the latest proposed 
location of the bays and suggested that another survey needed to be done with residents including the new 
site as an option as this had not been consulted on.  Cllr Blenkinsopp suggested getting the planning consult-
ant to a meeting on site with all Councillors in order to get some advice and options, for this to then be dis-
cussed with DBC before putting it to a vote at a Parish Council meeting and this was agreed. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp / Parish Clerk 
 

DBC have advised that S106 monies cannot be used for the footpath works on High Road at Redworth.  Cllr 
Blenkinsopp explained that there was therefore three options: 

1. Use surplus funds to pay for the works 
2. Increase the Council precept to raise funds 
3. Apply for a PWLB loan to fund the repairs 

 
The quote from DBC was considered to be expensive and following discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Teare 
and Oakes would look to get two comparative quotes from private companies. 

ACTION: Cllrs Teare / Oakes 
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DBC have confirmed that S106 monies can be used for the installation of CCTV at the sports field.  They have 
advised that liaison with DBC Officers is required in order to ensure that the system meets legal requirements 
and that HPC have in place all policies required from having such a system.  Cllr Teare offered to liaise with 
DBC on the matter. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 
Despite the Clerk contacting DBC on 18th November asking for them for a defined boundary and to repair the 
part of the road which is highway with a low kerb installed similar to that which has being installed in Green-
hill Road, Heighington no response has been received. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

Cllr Oaks has spoken to the Chair of Redworth Village Hall Association who dealt with the installation of the 
speed signs at the village to get information on what had been looked at prior to their purchase.  Cllr Lee in-
formed the meeting that he is due to meet with DBC and the Police and Crime Commissioner to discuss the 
matter.  Cllr Blenkinsopp asked if the Parish Council could do anything to support his conversation but Cllr Lee 
already has evidence of the traffic issues from residents.  Cllr Oakes offered to look into possible grants for 
speed systems. 

ACTION: Cllr Oakes / Cllr Lee 
 
Thanks have been received from Heighington Village Hall Association and Redworth Village Hall Association 
for the Village Hall Assistance Grant which was sent to them before Christmas. 
 
103.2021 COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
Following the resignation of Cllr Holmes, the vacancy on the Council was advertised and one application was 
received.  Mr. Cherrie introduced himself and gave his reasons for applying for the position.  In line with the 
Councils co-option procedure Mr. Cherrie was duly appointed as Parish Councillor and completed the Declara-
tion of Acceptance of Office Form. 
 
Cllr Cherrie joined the meeting. 
 
The Clerk informed the meeting that following the passing of Cllr Thompson another vacancy had arisen.  DBC 
had been informed and the vacancy would be advertised until 18th February.  If no more than 10 electors con-
tacted DBC before the deadline to request an election then the Council could co-opt. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
104.2021 VICE CHAIR 
Following a proposal by Cllr Garner that Cllr Bremner be elected as Vice Chair, this was seconded by Cllr Teare 
and UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 
 
105.2021 BANK SIGNATORIES 
Following election of the new Vice Chairman it was necessary to update the bank signatories to allow Cllr 
Bremner to sign cheques.  The forms were duly completed and will be sent to the Bank. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
106.2021  HEALTH & SAFETY  
Cllr Lee suggested that a planned maintenance program was compiled which would address the ongoing up-
keep and repair and maintenance of the Councils assets.  Cllr Blenkinsopp informed the meeting that he had a 
file which belonged to the previous Chairman with lots of handwritten notes within it.  He will compile an In-
spection Plan and forward to the Clerk to allow it to be circulated to all Councillors.  Cllr Garner stated that it 
was difficult to find people to do general handyman work. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
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Anti-vandal paint will be applied to the roof of the toilet block. 
ACTION: Cllrs Teare / Woodward  

 
Cllr Blenkinsopp informed the meeting that the defibrillator in Heighington had been used last week.  New 
pads had been installed and spare ones needed to be purchased.  Cllr Blenkinsopp will send details of what is 
required to the Clerk. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp / Parish Clerk 
 
107.2021  SPORTSFIELD 
Spraying the area between the sports field and the farmers field was discussed and agreed to look at again in 
April. 
 
A request had been received from a sports holiday fitness club to offer sessions at the sportsfield during 
school holidays.  The information indicated that the sessions would be free of charge.  It was agreed that Cllr 
Blenkinsopp would contact them to discuss. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

Cllr Blenkinsopp informed the meeting that the annual electrical check in the sports hall was required and 
suggested that he contact the electrician who rewired the building last year for a quote.  This was agreed. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

Cllr Lee had circulated information about an opportunity to update the MUGA in conjunction with DBC and 
the Football Foundation.  A contribution would be required from the Parish Council but it was agreed to pur-
sue the matter further. 

ACTION: Cllr Lee 
 
108.2021  FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 
Cllr Lee informed the meeting that lots of other Parish Councils were organizing events in celebration of the 
Queens Platinum Jubilee and asked for volunteers from HPC to help with events.  Cllr Blenkinsopp offered to 
join the committee. Initial ideas for the celebration include a picnic on the Village Green, concert and a formal 
sit down meal and Cllr Lee was looking for funding from the Community Fund to help with the cost.  Cllr 
Woodward proposed that £1,000 be contributed and this was seconded by Cllr Garner and UNAMINOUSLY 
AGREED.  Further discussion was then had on looking to plant a tree on East Green as part of the celebrations. 

ACTION: Cllrs Blenkinsopp / Lee 
 
Cllr Lee receives funding from DBC for being a Ward Councillor and he informed the meeting that he would 
like to donate the money to the Parish Council and for it to be ring-fenced for his use towards Parish Council 
initiatives.  The Clerk stated that checked would need to be made with the auditors to check that they would 
be happy with the arrangement. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

Cllr Blenkinsopp informed the meeting that the defibrillator at the Chestnuts which the Parish Council had 
contributed to had now been installed. 
 
109.2021  REDWORTH AND HEIGHINGTON 
Cllr Lee informed the meeting that DBC are to plant bulbs along the strip of land adjacent to the churchyard 
wall, at the top of West Green and on the triangular piece of green at the road junction leaving the village on-
to the A6072. 
 
Cllr Bremner informed the meeting that the resident in Redworth who asked if pebbles could be laid outside 
her property has changed her mind. 
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A request has been received from a resident in Heighington for a footpath to be installed along Hall Lane, ex-
tending the current one.  Following discussion, it was determined that as the Parish Council did not own the 
land on which a footpath would be situated it is unable to install a footpath. 
 
Some benches around the Parish are in need of repair.  The one near the George and Dragon pub and a car 
has knocked over one situated near the bus stop.  Cllr Blenkinsopp agreed to do a review of the condition of 
all benches so that a comprehensive list could be given to someone to repair. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 
110.2021  THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 
 The Durham County Council planning application for building of an incinerator was rejected. 
 
The play area at the Oaklands is now completed. 
 
Cllr Lee has been contacted by a resident of the Oaklands about the narrowing of the footpath leading from 
there to Heighington.  It was agreed that it was a DBC Highway matter. 
 
111.2021  PLANNING 
None 
 
112.2021  FINANCE 
The December bank reconciliation had been circulated. 

Bank charges have started to be charged by the bank without any prior notification.  Despite best efforts the 

Clerk has been unable to speak to anyone about it and so proposed that an internet banking application be 

submitted so that online access to the bank account and support could be obtained.  This was agreed. 

Following the approval of the 2022/23 budget in November, details of the confirmed tax base has been re-

ceived from DBC and is 1,111.4 which will give an estimated Band D Council tax rate of £20.87 for the Parish.   

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

113.2021 CODE OF CONDUCT 
The DBC updated Code of Conduct document had been reviewed and a vote was taken as to whether to 
adopt it.  There were two votes against and six votes for so the motion was carried and it WAS AGREED to 
adopt the code.  The Clerk informed everyone that new Register of Interest Forms would need to be complet-
ed. 

ACTION: All 
114.2021 REPORTS / CORRESPONDENCE 
A request has been received on behalf of the family of a recently deceased resident asking if a circular seat 
could be erected around the Christmas Tree in their memory.  Following discussion it was agreed that the 
Chairman would make contact with the author of the email to discuss. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 
115.2021 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 
None 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 9.15pm  


