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THE MINUTES Of THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21st 

OCTOBER  2021 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr A Holmes 

Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr S Bremner 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr L Garner 

Cllr M Woodward 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn (Parish Clerk)  

 

072.2021 APOLOGIES  

Cllr G Lee  Cllr M Oakes 

 

073.2021 RECEIVE DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS  

None Received  
 

074.2021 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 16th SEPTEMBER 2021 

Proposed by Cllr Holmes and seconded by Cllr Teare and so approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

 
075.2021  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The quote from Northern Power Grid for re-siting the telecommunications pole is still awaited despite the 
Clerk chasing for a price.  Cllr Blenkinsopp asked the meeting if they wanted to wait for the quote to come in 
or to ask the planner to look at other options and it was agreed to wait. 
 
The paving outside the village hall is still to be done. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 

Cllr Bremner received communication from DBC today regarding setting a site meeting to look at the footpath 
between 15 and 18 High Road so a date is to be agreed. 

ACTION: Cllr Bremner 
 
Cllr Holmes has obtained three quotes for the installation of CCTV at the sports field.  The quotes and associ-
ated specifications of the work were analysed and it was agreed to award the work to JNR Contracts subject 
to some clarifications on the equipment.  Cllr Holmes informed the meeting that she had emailed Dave Coates 
at DBC asking about tapping into the electricity supply of a nearby lamp-post and also about S106 monies and 
has not received a response to either email.  It was agreed that Cllr Holmes would try and contact once more 
asking for confirmation that S106 monies could be used for the project and that a response was required as a 
matter of urgency. 

ACTION: Cllr Holmes 
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Cllr Lee had asked for traffic calming and speeding in Heighington to be on the agenda but was not at the 
meeting.  An email which had been sent by Cllr Lee in which he indicated that double yellow lines had been 
discussed for an area in Heighington was discussed and it was unanimously agreed that this would not be 
welcomed in the village. 
 
076.2021  HEALTH & SAFETY  
Cllr Blenkinsopp has investigated a play equipment safety notice and brought an example to the meeting.  It 
was agreed to arrange for the manufacture of two signs. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk  
 

A planned maintenance programme was agreed to be discussed under the budget agenda item. 

 
077.2021  SPORTSFIELD 
A short discussion was had on the situation between Heighington FC and the Over 40’s team. 

 
Grass cutting was to be deferred until the February 2022 meeting. 

 
Cllr Blenkinsopp informed the meeting that the planning application for the additional storage at the sports 
field was still showing as “pending” on the DBC planning portal. 

 
The broken fence is to be repaired at the beginning of November. 
 
078.2021  FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 
A request had been received from GNAA for a donation towards their cause.  As the request was received 
from outside the Parish the request was declined. 
 
A thank you has been received from the resident of the Chestnuts following the contribution towards the cost 
of a defibrillator.  The resident has asked if HPC will adopt the equipment once it is installed and this was 
agreed. 
 
079.2021  REDWORTH AND HEIGHINGTON 
Contribution to play equipment at St Michaels was deferred to the next meeting as Cllr Lee was not in attend-
ance. 
 
The Village Green outside No. 9 High Road was discussed as it is not cut by DBC due to the gravel and stones 
which is mixed in with the grass.  The resident of the property has asked if they could lay a membrane and 
cover the small area with stones.  There were no objections to this request, and it was also agreed that Cllr 
Bremner would inform Redworth residents of the decision via the Redworth WhatsApp Group. 

ACTION: Cllr Bremner 
 

The tree which has caused the issue of the boundary wall with Redworth Hall has been removed but the 
stump remains.  Items there today indicate that wall repairs are to begin. 

 
The “No Encroachment on Village Green” sign is situated very close to the road and looks like it has been hit 
again.  Cllr Blenkinsopp agreed to look at it. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 
080.2021  THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 
 None 
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081.2021  PLANNING 
Application Ref: 21/01154/FUL – Demolition of existing rear store and erection of single storey rear extension 
with raised decking and stepped access.  Replace window with door/window on side elevation – 8 Snackgate 
Lane, Heighington 
 
The Council agreed a “No Comment due to insufficient information” response. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
082.2021  FINANCE 
2022/23 Budget 

Discussion was had on the figures proposed for the 2022/23 budget and the impact on residents of the Parish.  

The Parish Clerk confirmed that DBC had advised that the council tax base figures would be determined in 

November.  There was a proposal to have a budget for planned maintenance as it was acknowledged that 

there were many aging assets in the parish which needed regular repair and maintenance.  The Parish Council 

were conscious that any budget set would not result in an increase of council tax to residents.  The figures will 

be reviewed and approved at the next meeting in November. 

 
083.2021 REPORTS / CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr Blenkinsopp asked if another Councillor could lay the wreath for Remembrance Sunday and Cllr Wood-
ward and Cllr Holmes agreed that one of them would be available. 

ACTION: Cllrs Woodward / Holmes 
 
Darlington Borough Council had circulated information on a consultation on the Code of Conduct and had giv-
en details of a Zoom meeting which all Councillors were invited to attend. 

ACTION: All 
 
 
084.2021 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 
None 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.15pm  


