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THE MINUTES Of THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16th 

SEPTEMBER  2021 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr A Holmes 

Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr S Bremner 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr L Garner 

Cllr M Woodward 

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

M Oakes S Butterworth 

 

059.2021 APOLOGIES  

Cllr G Lee  L Dunn (Parish Clerk) 

 

060.2021 RECEIVE DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS  

None Received  
 

061.2021 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 15th JULY 2021 

Proposed by Cllr Woodward and seconded by Cllr Garner and so approved and signed by the Chairman ac-

cordingly. 

 
062.2021  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Northern Power Grid have done a site visit and advised that there will be a cost implication of re-siting the 
telecommunications pole.  The Clerk is waiting for the quote to be sent.  Cllr Blenkinsopp asked the meeting 
that if the quote came back cost prohibitive then would everyone be happy for him to invite the planning con-
sultant to the next meeting in order to discuss options and this was agreed. 
 
The repairs to the play equipment have been completed and following on from Cllr Teare’s correspondence 
with the company a discount of £200 was applied to the invoice.  The Clerk has been chasing up insurers and 
has secured reimbursement of the full cost of the repairs less the £100 policy excess. 
 
The one-way system has now been removed. 
 
The maintenance to the paving at the front of the village hall was discussed and Cllr Teare advised that he 
would carry out the work soon, at a time when the hall was not being used. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 

The speed awareness signs are currently being manufactured. 
 
Following the resignation of Cllr French the vacancy on the Council was advertised and one application was 
received.  Mr. Oakes introduced himself and gave his reasons for applying for the position.  In line with the 
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Council’s co-option procedure Mr. Oakes was duly appointed as a Parish Councilor and completed the Decla-
ration of Acceptance of Office form. 
 
Cllr Oakes joined the meeting 
  
 
063.2021  HEALTH & SAFETY  
It was agreed to defer the play equipment safety inspection report until the next meeting. 

ACTION: Cllrs Blenkinsopp / Holmes  
 

Risk Assessment Review 

The Councils Risk Assessment was reviewed and it was agreed to add the Defibrillator to the document.  Fol-

lowing these additions, the risk assessment was APPROVED. 

Cllr Garner informed the meeting that the landlord at the Bay Horse had enquired for permission to run the 

bonfire event in November.  It was acknowledged that Cllr Lee had forwarded an email from DBC with guid-

ance on the holding of bonfires to all Councillors and the landlord of the public house. 

 
064.2021  SPORTSFIELD 
The request received from Heighington Over 40’s Football team to pay pith fees directly to the Parish Council 
was discussed.  It was acknowledged that as a License is in place between HPC and HFC the Council could not 
enter into a separate agreement with a user for the facilities and therefore the request could not be granted. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

Cllr Holmes has obtained two quotes to date for the installation of CCTV and is waiting for a third to be sub-
mitted.  One of the companies has mentioned the availability of funding due to the area which is to be cov-
ered by the CCTV being used by a football club.  Cllr Holmes has also been in contact with DBC to ask about 
S106 monies but to date has had no reply.  Further investigation are to be made as well as looking to see if 
the CCTV company can also look at the burglar alarm in the changing rooms. 

ACTION: Cllr Holmes 
 

Cllr Woodward met Beaumont Landscapes on site to discuss the grass between the farmers field and the goal.  
They had indicated a cost of £700 but to date no quote has been received by the Clerk.  It was agreed that the 
time for getting the work done had now passed and the matter would be looked at again in the spring. 
 
Cllr Teare informed the meeting that keys for the new doors on the changing rooms had been distributed.  
Heighington FC have been asked to inform the Clerk of who they give out their keys to. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

The planning application for the additional storage at the sports field has been submitted to DBC. 
 
065.2021  FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 
A request had been received from Victim Support for a donation towards their cause.  As the request was re-
ceived from outside the Parish the request was declined. 
 
A request had been received from a resident of the Chestnuts for a contribution towards the cost of a defibril-
lator.  The Council considered this to be a good use of the Community Fund and Cllr Holmes PROPOSED a do-
nation of £500 be given.  This was SECONDED by Cllr Garner and UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
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066.2021  REDWORTH AND HEIGHINGTON 
A request had been received from a resident of Redworth for them to site a planter on the village green ina  
position where a planter used to be.  The request was agreed on the condition that the resident makes the 
commitment to maintain it. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

There was a genera discussion on the issue of dog fouling and also overhanging trees in Heighington.  It was 
acknowledged that DBC had been asked to put up more dog fouling signs and that this request had been 
passed to the Dog Warden.  It was agreed to request DBC to write to the resident regarding the overhanging 
trees. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

The issue of the erosion of Redworth Village Green was discussed.  It was acknowledged that if boulders were 
to be put at the edges of the Green they had to be at a distance of 450mm from the edge and so would not 
help the issue.  Some areas of erosion looked like it was concrete under the grass which it was acknowledged 
could have been road previously.  The Clerk advised that DBC had been contacted to request that they fill pot 
holes and they had confirmed that this would be done at the next village inspection.  They have also been 
asked to tarmac up to the Village Green and this request had been passed onto Planning Department on 10th 
September.  Cllr Blenkinsopp also offered more “no encroachment on the Village Green” signs. 
 
Mr. Butterworth left the meeting 
 
Cllr Holmes has been in contact with the Redworth resident regarding their complaint about noise pollution.  
Following discussion it was agreed to send an email to DBC informing them that the Parish Council had re-
ceived a complaint and for them to investigate. 
 
The boundary wall to Redworth Hall has fallen in and needs repairing.  It was agreed to contact them to ask 
they attend to. 
 
There are some pieces of fence which was removed from the Green left and need removing. 
 
The bench on the Green at Redworth is overgrown with weeds.  It was acknowledged that it was not used and 
was in a state of disrepair so it would be removed. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
A resident has complained about trees overhanging their driveway.  It was acknowledged that the trees were 
on another persons land and so the land owner would need to be contacted. 
 
Cllr Teare informed the meeting that new transformers have been purchased for the Christmas lights. 
 
Cllr Lee had circulated an email which he had received from DBC regarding traffic calming measures near 
Heighington Meadows.  It was agreed that the Council had concerns over the proposals and that these con-
cerns would be passed to Cllr Lee to take up with DBC and to request a meeting to discuss the proposal and 
the speeding issue in Millbank. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
 

 
067.2021  THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 
 None 
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068.2021  PLANNING 
Application Ref: 21/01009/FUL – Erection of single storey porch & wc extension to front elevation together 
with conversion of garage into habitable space, alterations, and dormer windows to front roof slope, single 
storey rear extension, first floor rear extension and formation of 3 no. car parking spaces to front gar-
den/Drive – 8 Burnbeck Place, Heighington 
 
The Council agreed a “No Comment due to insufficient information” response. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
069.2021  FINANCE 
Asset Register Review 

The asset register was reviewed and the Clerk informed the meeting that the old laptop was still on the regis-
ter as well as the new laptop as not all information had yet been transferred to the new one.  The asset regis-
ter was APPROVED. 
 
The August bank reconciliation had been circulated before the meeting and balanced. 
 
2020-21 Audited AGAR 

The 2020-21 AGAR following review by the external auditors had been received and it and the audit letter cir-

culated.  The external auditors had raised the issue whereby the 2019-20 fixed assets figure in box 9 should 

have been restated so the both 2019-20 and 2020-21 figures were on the same basis.  The figure had been 

updated during the course of the audit. 

The Council noted the comments. 

 
070.2021 REPORTS / CORRESPONDENCE 
A request had been received via email to put the local Register Office on the HPC website.  Following discus-
sion it was agreed to decline the request. 
 
CDALC are looking for representatives from Parish Councils in the Darlington Borough Council area to be on 
the Darlington Committee.  A zoom meeting is to be held and a request for up to three members from each 
Parish Council has been received.  Cllr Blenkinsopp agreed to attend. 
 
The CDALC AGM is to be held at Shildon Civic Hall on Saturday 9th October at 10am.  Unfortunately no Council-
lor was available to attend the event. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
071.2021 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 
Planned Maintenance Program 
Contribution to Play Equipment at St Michaels Crescent play area 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.32pm  


