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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 25th MARCH 

2021 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr M Woodward 

Cllr M French 

Cllr L Garner 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn  

 

113.2020 APOLOGIES  

Cllr A Holmes 

Cllr S Bremner 

Cllr G Lee 

 

139.2020 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

140.2020 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 18th February 2021 

The minutes of the meeting on 18th February 2021 were proposed as an accurate and true record by Cllr Garner 

and seconded by Cllr Teare and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

141.2020 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Cllr Teare informed the meeting that the manufacture of the new basketball rings was complete and would be 
fitted at the earliest opportunity. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 

Cllr Lee was not at the meeting so the matter of the play area at St Michaels Crescent was deferred to the 
next meeting 

ACTION: Cllr Lee 
 

Two quotes for the work required to install the parking spaces at Hopelands have been received.  Despite con-
tacting Durham County Council for a quote there has been no response so a third quote is still required.  Cllr 
Garner suggested that the housing companies who have developments in the Parish be contacted to see if 
they would be interested in quoting.  Further discussion was had on the best position for the spaces and 
whether the current plans for four spaces was sufficient.  It was agreed that a site meeting (subject to social 
distancing guidelines) would be held at 10am on Saturday 27th February to investigate the matter before any 
further contractors were asked to quote. 

ACTION: ALL 
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The repairs which are required to the footpath at Redworth were to be shown to the contractors who were 
quoting for the parking spaces at Hopelands to ask if they could also quote for these repairs.  To date no con-
tractor has looked at the area and so the matter needs progressing. 

ACTION: ALL 
 

Cllr Garner has inspected the paving area outside of the village hall.  In his opinion the level of the paving slabs 
has not moved and the reason for it being slippy is that there is algae on one of the slabs.  If this were to be 
cleaned then it should eradicate the issue.  It was agreed that the Chairman would provide a letter to be sent 
to the village hall regarding the matter. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

142.2020 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Some damage has occurred to the climbing frame on the apparatus at the sports field.  Cllr Blenkinsopp has 

erected a notice advising the public not to use and Playdale are to be contacted to ask to repair. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

143.2020 SPORTSFIELD 

Heighington FC have requested permission to erect a portacabin at the sportsfield in order to store goal posts 

to prevent them from being damaged.  They have requested a site meeting with the Parish Council and this will 

take place at 5pm on Friday 26th February where all Councillors are asked to attend if possible (subject to social 

distancing guidelines). 

Cllr Garner asked about the extension to the changing rooms and the Chairman informed the meeting that it 

was his understanding that there were S106 monies available towards this.  Cllr Blenkinsopp agreed to investi-

gate all S106 monies which were available and what they were available for. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 

 
144.2020 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

None 

 
145.2020 REDWORTH & HEIGHINGTON 

A letter has been received by the Chairman from a resident in the Chestnuts regarding trees on the Greenbelt 
land which have unsafe branches.  Greenbelt was contacted on 1st March requesting that the look into the 
issue as a matter of urgency.  An automated reply had been received stating that a response would be re-
ceived within 20 working days and as yet no reply has been forthcoming.  The Chairman would pass the letter 
onto the Parish Clerk and asked that the resident be informed of the current position. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp / Parish Clerk 
 

The Parish Council has been copied into correspondence sent from a Heighington resident to DBC regarding 
dog fouling in the village.  It was noted that the Dog Warden had been seen in the village recently. 

 
Cllr Bremner had sent information to the meeting that the noticeboard containing the Parish Map in Red-
worth had been damaged.  Cllr Blenkinsopp will make arrangements for it to be removed. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

Cllr Bremner had informed the meeting that she has been contacted by a Redworth resident informing that 
someone has deposited wood chipping to the edge of the village green in order to stop the erosion of the 
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verges and that it looked unsightly.  As no firm information was available as to who had carried out this act it 
was agreed that the Council could take no action but that this would probably not help resolve the issue. 

 
146.2020 THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 

None 
 
147.2020 PLANNING 

• Planning Ref: 21/00168/TF – Felling of 1 no. Ho9lm Oak tree protected under group Tree Preservation 

order (No 2) 1972 A2 – Heighington Hall, Church View, Heighington – Council agreed an “Objection” 

response 

For the following two applications the Council agreed a “No Objection” response: 
• Planning Ref: 21/00235/FUL – Relaying of existing driveway and hardstanding with block paving – 28 

Greenhill Road, Heighington  

• Planning Ref: 21/000241/FUL – Erection of replacement sunroom to the rear of property – 4 Highside 

Road, Heighington 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

148.2020 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for February had been circulated and balanced and the Parish Clerk reported that cur-

rent projections showed a surplus of circa. £5,000 for the year. 

Discussion was had on the Parish Council laptop used by the Clerk which was very slow and unresponsive.  It 

was agreed that a budget of £600 was available for a replacement.  Cllr Teare would pass on details of a com-

pany who could advise on the best laptop for the work which was required. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare / Parish Clerk 

In accordance with the figures set in the budget a 5% pay Award was proposed by Cllr French for both the En-

vironmental Warden and Parish Clerk for the 2021-22 financial year.  This was seconded by Cllr Woodward 

and UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 
149.2020 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

None 
 
150.2020 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 

There being no further items, the meeting concluded at 7:52pm 


