
HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 17 East Green, Heighington, Co Durham. DL5 6PP 

 

1 

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19th NO-

VEMBER 2020 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr S Bremner 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr M Woodward 

Cllr M French 

Cllr G Lee 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn  

 

100.2020 APOLOGIES  

Cllr A Holmes 

Cllr L Garner 

Cllr E Thompson 

 

 

101.2020 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

Cllr Teare declared an interest in the changing room doors item to be discussed under matters arising. 

102.2020 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 15th October 2020 

The minutes of the meeting on 15th October 2020 were proposed as an accurate and true record by Cllr French 

and seconded by Cllr Bremner and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

103.2020 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The fire risk assessment was completed on 1st October and a copy has been circulated.  No actions are re-
quired. 
 
A quote has been received from DBC regarding the repair works around Heighington Village Hall.  It was 
agreed that as this was a specialist area that the normal procedure of sourcing three quotes was not required.  
Cllr French proposed that the quote be accepted and Cllr Teare seconded the proposal and it was UN-
AMINOUSLY AGREED to instruct DBC to carry out the works. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

Cllr Teare had informed the meeting that the manufacture of the new basketball rings was complete and 
would be fitted soon. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 

Three quotes had been sourced for the replacement of the front and back doors for the changing rooms and 
were discussed in detail.  Cllr Blenkinsopp proposed that quote no. 3 be accepted as it was much lower than 
the other quotes received.  Cllr Lee seconded the proposal. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
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The new Christmas tree lights have been purchased and Cllr Teare asked if the Council were happy for him to 
go ahead and organize them being put up as last year.  This was agreed. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 

104.2020 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

None 

105.2020 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Blenkinsopp informed the meeting that the electrical works in the changing rooms have been completed in 

that the annual checks have been done, the switch moved from inside the cupboard to outside and the solar 

panels are now connected to the showers.  An invoice should be received in due course. 

Cllr Lee informed the meeting that just before Bonfire Night a group of people had turned up at the sports field 

to set off fireworks.  They had been asked to leave. 

 
106.2020 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

None 

 
107.2020 REDWORTH & HEIGHINGTON 

Further details had been received from the resident in Redworth asking if they could make access to their 
property by having a dropped kerb installed and removing some of their garden wall, with the access outside 
of their property being deemed village green.  It was acknowledged that the Parish Council can grant access 
over village green whilst still retaining ownership of it.  The matter was discussed in great detail and a vote 
was taken by the Chair.  Votes for were 3 and votes against were 2 with one abstention.  It was therefore car-
ried that the works could go ahead. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

Cllr Lee informed the meeting that the installation of the barrier at the top of Mill Lane at its junction with 
Hopelands was to go ahead.  It will be a temporary measure to help keep children and parents going to and 
from the school safe and will be removed when the pandemic is over.  The barrier will result in the top of Mill 
Lane being a single lane road with only one-way access. 
 
The Clerk had been contacted by a resident of Westwood Avenue whose garden is overlooked by the play 
area at St Michaels Crescent.  The resident has concerns over a tree which overhangs their garden and had 
contacted DBC to be informed that the play area was not their responsibility.  It is also not the responsibility 
of the Parish Council as the area has never been adopted since installation, however DBC has continually 
maintained it since it was first installed.  Cllr Lee has had previous dealings in relation to this and agreed to 
speak to the resident concerned.  It was also agreed to write to DBC and investigate via the Land Registry to 
try and find out the owner of the land. 

    ACTION: Parish Clerk / Cllr Lee  
 

Contact had been received from a resident regarding the public footpath around the former Cumby in that 
the gate which had been installed by the owner of the property was locked and so restricted access.  It was 
agreed that Cllr Lee would check the access and ask the owner of the land to ensure the gate remained un-
locked. 
 
Cllr Woodward informed the meeting he had been approached by a resident regarding the public footpath 
towards Redworth being locked.  Cllr Lee agreed to inform DBC. 

ACTION: Cllr Lee 
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Cllr Bremner informed the meeting that a large branch had come off a tree on the village green at Redworth.  
Cllr Woodward agreed to inspect and determine what action was required. 

ACTION: Cllr Woodward 
 
108.2020 THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 

A group of residents at the Chestnuts are trying to gather donations in order to erect a Christmas tree at the 
entrance to the estate, as they did last year.  Cllr Blenkinsopp has contacted them to inform them of the Com-
munity Fund and suggested they might want to make an application.  It was agreed that as there is no HPC 
meeting in December, should an application be received it would be discussed over email. 
 
 
109.2020 PLANNING 

The following Planning Applications had been receved: 

1. 20/00996/FUL – Erection of single storey rear extension, 9 Vicarage Court, Heighington 

2. 20/000980/FUL – Erection of single storey side extension and alterations to first floor windows on 

south elevation, erection of 1.82m high boundary wall to partially replace existing timber fence, 17 

Magnolia Close, School Aycliffe 

3. 20/000896/FUL – Erection of two storey side extension and internal alterations, 2 Hopelands, Heigh-

ington 

It was agreed to give a “No comment due to insufficient information provided” comment to DBC 

4. 20/000966/FUL – Application submitted under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

for the variation of condition 3 (maximum number of children educated and living within the site at 

any one time shall not exceed 14) attached to planning permission 13/00855/FUL dated 14 February 

2014 to permit changes to increase the maximum number of children educated and living within the 

site at any one time to 15 and erection of office building to facilitate the change, Oakwood View Chil-

dren’s Home, Heighington 

It was agreed to give a “Approved” comment to DBC. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

Cllr Lee had provided information on proposed creation of parking spaces at Hopelands using S106 mon-

ies and proposed that the matter be progressed.  All Councillors agreed they were happy to go ahead and 

Cllr Teare will organize alternative quotes to the one to be obtained from DBC by Cllr Lee. 

ACTION:  Cllr Lee / Cllr Teare 

Contact had been received from a Redworth resident following information they had seen on DBC’s web-

site regarding suitable housing sites outside the village.  Cllr Lee informed the meeting that the plot of 

land in question was considered in 2015 but was discounted at the time due to access issues.  He has con-

tacted the resident and informed them accordingly. 

 

110.2020 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for October had been circulated and balanced. 
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2021-22 Budget 

The Parish Clerk had circulated a draft budget for 21-22 for discussion.  Details had been received from DBC 

regarding the current years tax base and that for 21/22.  Cllr Blenkinsopp asked whether increased funding 

should be provided to the village halls but this was dismissed.  Following discussion, it was agreed that no in-

crease in the per household tax figure should be set which would result in a precept of £20,700 for the year.  

Cllr Lee proposed that the budget be set using the figures discussed, Cllr Woodward seconded the proposal 

and it was UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

It was agreed that payment of the 20-21 village halls assistance could be made. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

The Clerk informed the meeting that despite several emails being initially ignored, confirmation had been re-

ceived from DBC that the payment for the contribution to the environmental warden’s salary had been au-

thorised and should be received soon. 

Discussion was had on the invoicing arrangements for the annual fees paid by the football club for use of the 

sports field and facilities.  It was agreed that an official invoice would be issued for the 20-21 payment and 

that for 21-22 an invoice would be issued at the start of the financial year, asking for payment to be made 

quarterly in advance. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 
111.2020 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Lee informed the meeting that  

• inspection of the piece of land which has been applied to be designated as village green by a Red-
worth resident will take place next year. 

• The retaining wall at the footpath leading from Heighington Meadows is to be changed in due course 
 
 
112.2020 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 

There being no further items, the meeting concluded at 8:46pm 


