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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18th JUNE 

2020 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr M French 

Cllr S Bremner 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn  

 

037.2020 APOLOGIES  

Cllr M Woodward 

Cllr G Lee 

Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr L Garner 

 

038.2020 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

039.2020 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21st MAY 2020 

The minutes of the meeting on 21st May 2020 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

040.2020 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Cllr Blenkinsopp had not yet had the opportunity to give the key for the changing rooms to Cllr Woodward in 
order for the Fire Risk Assessment to be updated.  He will pass it on in due course. 
 
A quote has been received from Darlington Borough Council for the road / paving works near the village hall.  
It was agreed that due to the technical nature of the works required it would not be necessary to obtain three 
quotes, seeing as the figure quoted from DBC was over the Council’s limit of £300 which required this.  It was 
agreed to accept the quote to enable the repair works to be carried out. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
041.2020 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Cllr Blenkinsopp has met with Heighington FC and walked around the facilities to discuss the return of training 
by the team, in line with Government guidelines on social distancing.  The changing rooms will be opened but 
only to allow access to one toilet and additional hand sanitisers will be available. 
 
Further discussion took place on the disposal of refuse.  The Environmental Warden had been approached by 
a member of the village hall committee when using the refuse bin in the car park of the village hall.  Following 
contact, the village hall have agreed to allow the use of the bin but stated that the bin was under review and 
so may not be there long term.  The cost of a 1100 litre refuse bin from DBC is approximately £750 per year 



HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 17 East Green, Heighington, Co Durham. DL5 6PP 

 

2 

and if the Parish Council were to obtain one there are questions around its location and safety.  It was agreed 
that the Chairman would speak to the Environmental Warden. 

 
ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 

042.2020 SPORTSFIELD 

It has been noticed that rubbish and broken glass bottles are being found on the sports pitches, particularly 
following a Friday night.  Cllr Lee has contacted the local PSCO who is to patrol the area. 
 
In the Chairman’s discussion with Heighington FC the Club had requested that they install security cameras on 
the changing room building in order to deter antisocial behavior at the sports field.  Following discussion, it 
was agreed that Cllr Blenkinsopp would investigate cctv options with a view to a budget for such expenditure 
being included for 21/22. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

043.2020 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Further information had been received from Heighington FC in relation to their application for funding from 
the Community Fund. 
 
They had requested funding towards CCTV cameras, security gates for both doors into the changing rooms 
and some seating. 
 
Following in depth discussion, it was agreed that their request for £300 for seating benches would be granted 
and that the Council would look into the security gates and CCTV cameras due to these proposals being im-
provements to the fabric of the building which is owned by the Parish Council. 

 
044.2020 REDWORTH & HEIGHINGTON 

A request has been received from a resident asking if they could plant a silver birch tree on Heighington Vil-
lage Green.  Following discussion, it was agreed that a silver birch tree was not the type of tree suitable for 
the Green but the Council were happy for a different type of tree to be planted on East green.  It was agreed 
that Cllr Teare would contact the resident and discuss options. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 

A resident in Redworth who has been making repairs to the edges of the village green had requested a contri-
bution from the Council of £75 towards the cost of additional topsoil.  Following discussion, it was agreed that 
topsoil was not the best product to use for such repairs and it was already noted that some of the repairs had 
been driven over so it was agreed not to grant the request. 
 
DBC have stopped some works to an area of grassland in Redworth where a resident was installing rubber 
matting to make it better for parking vehicles on.  The resident has been informed by DBC that a planning ap-
plication will need to be submitted for any works to continue. 

 
045.2020 THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 

There has been some reports of loud noises coming from INEOS but these have only been heard by a limited 
number of residents. 
 
046.2020 PLANNING 

None 
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047.2020 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for May had been circulated prior to the meeting and balanced. 

A comprehensive Internal Audit has been now been completed and the Auditors findings / recommendations 
had been circulated.   
 
There is one recommendation in relation to the asset register which was: 
 
The council maintains a list of assets held, including the cost of each asset. 
 
The figure shown in box 9 of the Accounting Statements for 2019/20 differs from the cost of the assets and the 
register does not provide a breakdown of the figure shown in the Accounting Statements.  The council policy is 
to review the value of assets each year and this cannot be carried out if individual carrying values are not 
shown in the register. 
 
We recommend that an investigation is undertaken into how the total I the Accounting Statements was calcu-
lated and that the register shows the breakdown of this figure, allocated between assets. 
 
The asset register shows the original purchase cost for each asset is £464,924 but the long-term value for au-
dit purposes is £287,334.  There is no breakdown of how each asset is made up within this figure.  Having 
looked back to previous years, it seems the figure used for audit purposes was introduced in 2013/14 but 
there is no information as to how it was derived.  Further investigative work will be required with the previous 
Clerk and Chairman to try and find out how the audit figure was determined. 
 
Following enquiries made with the internal auditor they have advised that if how the figure in the accounts 
cannot be found how it was arrived at, then the Council applies the policy it has agreed upon and put in the 
appropriate figure next year. 

 
The invoice for the internal audit work has been received and is for £240 (£200 + VAT) and it was agreed that 
this could be paid. 
 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
 
The annual internal audit report was reviewed, considered and approved. 

The annual governance statement was considered, completed and approved.  

The accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020 and the accounting statements in the audit pack had been 

circulated and were reviewed at the meeting and approved. 

The Clerk was authorised to submit the audited statements to Mazars.  

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

048.2020 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

None 
 
049.2020 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 

None 

There being no further items, the meeting concluded at 7:50pm 


