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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 23rd MARCH 

2020 AT 6.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr A Holmes 

Cllr G Lee 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr S Bremner 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn  

 

APOLOGIES  

Cllr M Woodward 

Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr M French 

Cllr L Garner 

 

001.2020 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

002.2020 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 19th MARCH 2020 

The minutes of the meeting on 19th March 2020 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

003.2020 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

COVID-19 
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic the Chairman informed the meeting that the toilets had been locked 
(some vandalism had occurred again before the closure) and the sports field and play area had also been 
closed in line with all DBC parks.  It had been noted that some people were still using the facility and it was 
agreed that the Chairman would laminate some signs stating the facility was closed and put these on the 
gates. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

It was acknowledged that many residents around the village had cut village greens near their properties and 
that Beaumont Landscapes had cut some of the larger areas free of charge.  It was agreed to write a letter of 
thanks to Beaumont Landscapes. 
 
Contact has been made with DBC Highways asking for a quote for works to repair the pot holes near the vil-
lage hall and also the paving in the entrance to the hall.  Highways advised that the matter had been passed 
onto their Civil Engineering Department in order for them to provide a quote on 24th February but to date 
nothing has been received. 
 
DBC were contacted on 21st February to ask for 7.5 tonnes except for access signs be erected at three access 
locations to Redworth but to date no response has been received. 
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DBC were contacted at the beginning of January requesting the relocation of two waste bins in the village.  
Despite contact being received from Streetscene informing that the matter needed discussion with Highways, 
no details of who to contact in Highways has been received since requesting that information on 2nd March. 
 
DBC were contacted regarding overhanging hedges in the village and assured that the matter would be 
looked at on their next routine inspection and residents contacted if required. 
 
The location for the planting of the tree in the village has been considered and it was agreed that the best lo-
cation was on East Green, in line with the current small oak tree. 
 
It was agreed that a letter be sent to Paul Wildsmith of DBC complaining of the length of time it takes for re-
quests sent into the council to be responded to. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
 
 
004.2020 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

The Fire Risk Assessment was deferred to the next meeting in Cllr Woodwards absence. 

005.2020 SPORTSFIELD 

The Parish Clerk informed the meeting that Heighington FC’s application for funding to improve the condition 
of the sports field had been approved by the FA.  The Chairman informed the meeting that HFC had also ap-
pointed Beaumont Landscapes as the contractor to do the works. 

 
Cllr Teare has been working on the MUGA to prevent the weed encroachment onto the surface.  The Chair-
man expressed his thanks to Cllr Teare for all he had done to date.  He asked for the Councils permission to 
incur costs in hiring appropriate equipment which would enable flags to be installed and hardcore put down.  
Estimated costs are as follows: 
 
Digger hire  approx  £80 per day  
Walker plate.           £20 per day  
Hard core                 £25 per tonne (approx. 10 needed)  
 
Cllr Holmes approved the proposal and Cllr Lee seconded it and it was UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 

006.2020 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

An application for funding for various projects had been received from Heighington FC.  Cllr Holmes suggested 
that more detail on the proposals contained therein were required including the total cost of each project and 
the amount requested. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

007.2020 REDWORTH & HEIGHINGTON 

A resident of East Green had been in contact with the Council regarding pot holes which are in the road 
around East Green.  The road is unadopted and last time repairs were made to the road chippings were ob-
tained by DBC who then repaired the holes and the cost of the repairs were passed onto residents.  The Chair-
man agreed to speak to the resident and explain the position to see if this is the route they wanted to pursue. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
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There has been a complaint received regarding the refuse sacks which are left around the village following the 
litter pick.  Following discussion, it was agreed that the sacks were only in situ for a few days until being re-
moved and so no action was appropriate. 
 
A resident of Redworth had asked permission to fill some of the erosion of the village green themselves with 
compost.  This was agreed and Cllr Holmes will inform them accordingly. 

ACTION: Cllr Holmes 
 
008.2020 THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 

The Chairman reported that there had been a number of instances of fly tipping.  All had been reported to DBC. 

 
009.2020 PLANNING 

None 

010.2020 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for March had been circulated and balanced. 

The accounts for the year ended 31st March 2020 had been prepared and the Council reported an in-year defi-

cit of £2,005.  This was due to unexpected, unbudgeted expenditure on the changing rooms and play equip-

ment repairs.  However, the Council still maintained reserves of approximately £9,000. 

The AGAR deadlines have been put back but the document has been received and all information has been 

forwarded to the internal auditor.  Depending on how long the internal audit work takes, the full accounts will 

be brought to either the May or June meeting. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 
011.2020 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Holmes gave feedback on the quality of the planning training she undertook at Durham County Council 
and said it was excellent.  Further information on the content will be shared when copies of the slides from 
the presentation is received. 

ACTION: Cllr Holmes 
 

The Parish Clerk informed the meeting that a complaint had been received from a Heighington resident regard-
ing quad bikes being driven on the grassed area outside the former Cumby.  Unfortunately as this is private land 
the Parish Council are unable to do anything but the resident was advised to contact DBC. 
 
 012.2020 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 

None 

There being no further items, the meeting concluded at 7.20pm 


