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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20th FEBRU-

ARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr A Holmes 

Cllr S Bremner 

Cllr C Teare 

Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr L Garner 

Cllr M French 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn  

 

APOLOGIES  

Cllr M Woodward Cllr G Lee 

 

122.2019 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

123.2019 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21st NOVEMBER 2019 

The minutes of the meeting on 12th February 2020 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

124.2019 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Letters had been sent to residents in Redworth regarding village green and private notices which had been 
erected.  The Chairman had now obtained the registered map of village green for Redworth which showed 
that a particular piece of land which was queried whether village green or not, confirmed that it was not.  The 
Chairman will inform the residents accordingly. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

Discussion followed on the erosion of the village greens and the Chairman informed the meeting that new 
“No encroachment on the village green” signs had been purchased.  These would be erected over the week-
end.  Cllr Holmes suggested the landlords of the pubs in Heighington be asked if they would put up a notice 
asking customers not to park on the village green and this was deemed a good idea. 
 
The access through Redworth was also discussed and it was agreed that DBC highways would be requested to 
erect 7.5 tonnes except for access signs at three locations to the village. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
A reply from the solicitor in relation to the Right of Access had been received and circulated. 
 
 
125.2019 HEALTH AND SAFETY 
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The Fire Risk Assessment was deferred to the next meeting in Cllr Woodwards absence. 

126.2019 SPORTSFIELD 

A licence and grounds pitch maintenance agreement has been drawn up by the solicitors and both were circu-
lated before the meeting.  No objections or changes were proposed to the documents.  Confirmation to the 
solicitor is required in order to be issued with the final copies which will then need signing by the Parish Coun-
cil and Heighington FC.  An engagement letter had been received which required signing and this was duly 
done by the Chairman. 

 
It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would contact a local grounds maintenance company and ask for a quote 
for them to remove the buildup of silt on the surface of the MUGA.  

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

127.2019 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

An application for funding for various projects had been received from Heighington FC.  It was agreed to defer 
discussion on the contents to the next meeting when the annual income for the Community Fund should have 
been received into the bank account. 
 

128.2019 REDWORTH & HEIGHINGTON 

Correspondence had been received from Heighington Village Hall Association (HVHA) over a large pot hole 
adjacent to the village hall building and also uneven paving at the hall entrance.  HVHA had been informed my 
DBC that as the areas in question had not been adopted by Highways they were the responsibility of the Par-
ish Council.  Following discussion it was agreed that DBC Highways would be contacted for a quote to do the 
repairs. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
Cllr Lee had sent details of a cemorrative bench which is being manufactured locally for the 75th anniversary 
of the second world war asking if the Parish Council should purchase one for the village.  Cllr Holmes POR-
POSED that such a bench SHOULD NOT be purchased.  This was seconded by Cllr Garner and UNAMINOUSLY 
AGREED. 
 
129.2019 THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 

None 
 
130.2019 PLANNING 

Application Ref: 20/00025/FUL – Demolition of existing barn and erection of five bed dwelling with associated 

works including car parking and boundary fencing, barn adjoining 37 Church View, Heighington 

Agreed a “no comment due to insufficient information” reply given. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

131.2019 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for January had been circulated and balanced. 

The Parish Clerk confirmed that the VAT return for the period 1st February 2019 to 31st January 2020 had been 

submitted to HMRC. 
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Details had been sought from CDALC of local internal auditors who could carry out the work for the 2019/20 

accounts.  Contact had been made with Allen Sykes Chartered Accountants and they had quoted a price of 

£200 plus Vat.  Cllr Garner PROPOSED that the quote be accepted and that Allen Sykes be appointed as inter-

nal auditor, Cllr Holmes SECONDED the proposal and it was UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 
 

132.2019 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

An email has been received from a parishioner asking if they could plant a tree in the village.  It was agreed 
that this was a good idea and that all Councillors would consider the most appropriate location for the tree 
and discuss at the next meeting. 

ACTION: All 
 

Cllr Lee had circulated information on a current initiative which is looking to change or reinforce Bridleways. 
 
 133.2019 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 

Waste bins 

Waste bags left in village by litter pickers 

There being no further items, the meeting concluded at 8:15pm 


