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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19th SEP-

TEMBER 2019 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp (Chairman) 

Cllr L Teare 

Cllr A Holmes 

Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr L Garner 

Cllr G Lee (part) 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn  

 

001.2019 APOLOGIES  

Cllr M French 

Cllr M Woodward 

 

 

063.2019 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

064.2019 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 18th JULY 2019 

The minutes of the meeting on 18TH July 2019 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

065.2019 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

There then followed a presentation by an applicant for the Councillor vacancy. 

Quotes were being sourced for replacement picnic benches.  To date two separate quotes have been sourced 
on the internet and Cllr Garner had a brochure from a local supplier.  It was agreed that a further quote was 
required and a phased replacement would be looked at, starting in the spring of 2020.  In the meantime, it 
was agreed that the current benches would be inspected and any which were considered not up to a safe 
standard would be removed with immediate effect.  This followed an email from a local resident expressing 
concerns over the standard of the benches.   Cllr Holmes suggested that information to this effect be pub-
lished on the website to inform the residents of the Councils intentions. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

The Clerk explained that the legal team at NALC had requested further documentation on the right of way ac-
cess.  It was thought that Cllr Lee had the documentation and it was agreed that the matter would be put on 
the next meeting agenda when Cllr Lee was present.  Cllr Garner suggested that the Land Registry be con-
tacted and asked which solicitor dealt with the registry of the access at the point of purchase. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
The Chairman explained to the meeting the purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Garner expressed concern 
as in his opinion there is no guarantee that having such a plan will stop future development in the parish for 
which Cllrs Holmes and Teare agreed.  The Chairman stated that objections had been submitted to DBC over 
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the developments but to no avail.  The Chairman proposed that three quotes be obtained in order to investi-
gate a Neighbourhood Plan.  This was seconded by Cllr Thompson but was voted against by other Councillors 
present.  It was therefore agreed that a Neighbourhood Plan WOULD NOT be taken any further.  
 
 
066.2019 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Cllr Holmes was in the process of obtaining a number of quotes for the electrical work required at the changing 

rooms.  To date one quote had been received.  Another company wanted to inspect the premises before quot-

ing but were going to charge a fee for the inspection.  Another company wanted to inspect for no fee.  It was 

agreed to allow the second company to inspect and quote.  A further electrician, who resides in the parish was 

to be contacted and asked if they were interested in quoting for the work. 

ACTION: Cllr Holmes 

The Chairman informed the meeting that the alarm for the changing rooms was not working.  He had in-

spected the panel and there was power feeding it so there must be a fault within the panel.  It was agreed 

that the electrician who resides in the parish would be asked to look at it. 

ACTION: Cllr Holmes 

Risk Assessment Review 

The Parish Council’s risk review document was due for its annual review. The document had been updated by 

the Clerk and was circulated prior to the meeting. The Chairman explained that no legislative changes were 

required. 

Cllr Thompson proposed to accept the updated Risk Assessment.  Cllr Garner seconded the proposal and it was 

UNANIMOUSLY AGRRED to accept the document. 

Asset Register Review 

The asset register was circulated, reviewed and approved. 

It was noted that some flower tubs had recently been disposed of due to their condition.  Cllr Holmes agreed 

to count the number of tubs left. 

ACTION: Cllr Holmes 

Cllr Thompson informed the meeting that the bin which was located outside the school gates has recently dis-

appeared.  It was agreed that Cllr Lee would be asked if he was aware of why it had been moved. 

 

 
067.2019 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Blenkinsopp raised the subject of the income which is received from Heighington FC.  Income from HFC 
for the use of the sports field is budgeted for each year with £960 being budgeted for in financial year 
2019/20.  Cllr Blenkinsopp was keen to find out the following: 

• How many teams play for HFC 

• How often those teams play 

• How many hours the managers spend on maintaining the pitches 

• How much other local teams play for use of facilities 
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He agreed to speak to the representatives of HFC to inform them to expect correspondence from the Council 
seeking answers to the questions. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 
 

Cllr Teare informed the meeting that he has obtained three quotations for the erection of a fence at the part 
of the sports field which is adjacent to Hall Lane.  The quotes received were for £580, £580.70 and £540.  It 
was agreed to accept the lowest quote which was from MH Fencing & Gates Ltd. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 
068.2019 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

None 
 
Cllr Lee joined the meeting 
 
There then followed a presentation by an applicant for the Councillor vacancy. 

Following the second and final presentation from applicants interested in the Councillor vacancy discussion 
took place and a vote was had.  By a majority vote Ms. Bremner was voted onto Heighington Parish Council. 
(Cllr Lee abstained from voting as he was not present for the first applicant’s submission).  The Clerk was in-
structed to send the necessary Acceptance of Office form and Declaration of Interest form to Ms. Bremner for 
completion. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

Cllr Lee was asked about the documentation in relation to the right of way access but the only information he 
held was what has already been submitted to NALC.  It was agreed that Cllrs Holmes and Lee would look 
through the archived files for the original paperwork received at the time of purchase of the land. 
 

ACTION: Cllrs Lee / Holmes 

 
069.2019 REDWORTH & HEIGHINGTON 

Contact has been received from a resident at Redworth requesting that the Parish Council noticeboard, which 
is erected on the edge of their garden be removed.  It was agreed that this would be done as soon as possible. 
 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 
 
Cllr Holmes had been contacted from a resident of Heighington regarding the boulders situated outside the 
Spar shop and on the corner of Church View / Redworth Road stating that they should be 18 inches from the 
kerb.  It was agreed that the boulders would be adjusted to meet this requirement. 
 

ACTION: Cllrs Teare / Blenkinsopp / Garner 
 
 
It had been noted that visitors to the new residents in the Old Vicarage are regularly parking on the village 
green.  It was agreed to write to the residents informing them that encroachment on the village green was 
not permitted. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
Cllr Lee informed the meeting that sufficient funds had been raised in order to purchase a defibrillator.  Fol-
lowing discussion Cllr Holmes proposed that: 
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• Cllr Lee will undertake discussion with a provider who will supply the defibrillator vat free due to the 
purchase of it being paid for by fund raising 

• That once purchased the defibrillator will be donated to the Parish Council 

• The Parish Council will then look at erecting it and will maintain it 
 
Cllr Garner seconded the proposal and it was UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

ACTION: Cllr Lee 
 

Cllr Lee has received contact from the Manager at the Bay Horse requesting permission to hold the annual 
bonfire on the Village Green.  Following discussion, it was agreed that this would be permitted however, clari-
fication was required on whether he wanted to have fireworks.  A copy of the public liability insurance and 
risk assessments would also need to be seen before the event.  The Parish Clerk was asked to write to Mr 
Goodman detailing the above criteria. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
070.2019 THE CHESTNUTS / OAKLANDS 

None 
 
071.2019 PLANNING 

Application Ref: 19/00787/FUL – formation of footpath across village green, 39 Church View, Heighington 

Agreed a “As custodians of the Village Green the Parish Council cannot grant permission” reply to be given.  

Application Ref: 19/00851/FUL – erection of a holiday cottage, Broom Dykes Lodge, Houghton Bank, Heighing-

ton 

Application Ref: 19/00854/FUL – application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for 

the variation of condition 1 (agricultural occupancy condition) to include occupation of dwelling by persons 

employed in agriculture or in conjunction with equestrian activities carried out at Runnymede, Runnymede, 

Mill Lane, Redworth 

Agreed a “no comment due to insufficient information being supplied” reply given. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

072.2019 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for July and August had been circulated prior to the meeting and balanced. 

The Parish Clerk gave detail of the current projected position for the financial year. 

External Audit Conclusion 

The Clerk advised the meeting that the external auditor had completed the audit of the accounts for the year 

ended 31st March 2019 and a statement confirming this along with confirmation that the statement of ac-

counts has been published had been published on the website.  There was one advisory point on the internal 

control objective completed by the Internal Auditor whereby they had ticked an incorrect box. 

The Clerk reminded the meeting that it had been agreed at a previous meeting that a new Internal Auditor 

was to be sourced for the accounts for the current financial year. 

Following the completion of a bank mandate form found on the HSBC in order to update the account with 
the details of the new signatories, it had been returned with information that it was the incorrect form.  
However, this had prompted HSBC to provide the correct form for completion.  Cllr Garner proposed that 
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the form be completed and submitted to the bank and that the following resolutions be passed.  Cllr 
Holmes seconded the proposal and it was UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

 
1. That a bank account or accounts be continued with HSBC UK Bank plc and the Bank is authorised to: 

a. Pay all cheques and act on other instructions for the payment signed on behalf of the Council 
by any two of those (signatories) listed (overleaf) 

b. Deliver any item held on behalf of the Council by the Bank in safe keeping against the written 
receipt or instructions of any two of those (signatories) listed (overleaf) 

c. Accept any two of those (signatories) listed (overleaf) as fully empowered to act on behalf of 
the Council in any other transaction with the Bank 

d. Accept Lisa Dunn (Parish Clerk) as fully empowered on behalf of the Council to enter into at 
any time(s) any agreement(s) for or relating to electronic and/or telephone banking services 
of any kind whatsoever, and to delegate (including the authority to sub delegate) the opera-
tion of the Services as set out in the terms and conditions governing the Services and the 
Council acknowledges that the Bank shall be entitled to act upon all instructions received in 
respect of the Services until notified otherwise in writing by the Council. 

2. That the Council agrees that any debt incurred to the Bank under this authority shall in the absence of 
written agreement with the Bank to be contrary be repayable on demand. 

3. That the Parish Clerk (the Proper Officer) is authorised to supply the Bank as and when necessary with 
lists of persons authorised to sign, give receipts and act on behalf of the Council, and that the Bank 
may rely upon this. 

4. That these resolutions be communicated to the Bank and remain in force until changed by a resolu-
tion of the Council and a copy, certified by the Chief Executive and the Proper Officer is received by 
the Bank. 

 
The form also requires the signature and details of all authorised signatories.  The Chairman signed the 
form and the signature of the Vice Chairman would also be obtained. 

 
ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 
Cllr Garner gave the Parish Clerk his completed Declaration of Interest Form for submission to DBC. 
 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 

073.2019 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Lee informed the meeting that: 
1. PACT had been reformed in another guise and representatives from the Police would visit villages 

with a pop-up tent. 

2. The Cattle Mart which is being developed on the A68 are wanting to erect two further buildings and 

will be applying for planning permission to do so.  The facility is expected to open in May 2020. 

Cllr Holmes informed the meeting that she has received numerous reports from residents about the 
condition of the footpaths and roads in the Parish.  The Chairman advised that this was a DBC High-
ways matter and not the responsibility of the Parish Council. 
 
 074.2019 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 

There being no further items, the meeting concluded at 9:14pm 


