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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21ST MARCH 2019 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT  

Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 

Cllr G Lee 

Cllr L Garner 

Cllr M French 

Cllr G Blenkinsopp 

Cllr M Woodward 

Cllr C Teare 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

L Dunn  

 

128.2018 APOLOGIES  

Cllr E Thompson 

129.2018 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

130.2018 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21ST FEBRUARY 2019 

The minutes of the meeting on 21ST February 2019 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

131.2018 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Advice has been sourced from NALC on the issue of the car park and Heighington School and their response 

was read out.  Cllrs Teare and Anderson have been monitoring use of the car park and there are the same ve-

hicles parked in the car park all day on a regular basis.  Cllr Garner suggested that, rather than pursue the 

matter through DBC he would prefer if things could be sorted amicably with the school and asked whether 

Cllr Lee was still involved on the School Board.  Cllr Lee confirmed he was and agreed to raise the matter at 

the next School Board meeting which was scheduled for Monday 25th March. 

ACTION: Cllr Lee 

The Notice for the Parish Council Elections has been displayed in Notice Boards and it was noted that Nomina-

tion papers had to be hand delivered to the Returning Officer at the Town Hall by Wednesday 3rd April.  The 

Clerk agreed to request a supply of Nomination papers to be posted out for her to distribute.  Cllr Teare agreed 

to call into the Town Hall and collect some if he were in Darlington. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk / Cllr Teare 

Responses on planning applications had been sent to DBC. 

132.2018 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

None 

133.2018 SPORTSFIELD 

An email has been received from a concerned member of the public who has noticed a vehicle parked in the 

sports field car park with its occupants walking a dog around the field.  This is despite the notices displayed to 
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the pedestrian and vehicular entrances.  They commented that the notices were not that prominent and sug-

gested they may need replacing / increasing in size.  Following discussion, it was determined that the notices 

were erected by DBC and so they should be requested to replace the existing signs with larger notices. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

Cllr Blenkinsopp asked if there was a maintenance plan in place for the defibrillator which is located at the 

sports field.  Following discussion, it was determined that it had been purchased by Heighington FC and Cllr 

Anderson agreed to contact them to ask if they had a maintenance plan in place which would ensure it was fit 

to use. 

ACTION: Cllr Anderson 

Cllr Anderson informed the meeting that there had been some damage to the mesh around the MUGA which 

he had now made safe. 

Cllr Anderson informed the meeting that the Village Toilets had recently been vandalised.  Human excrement 

had been smeared all over one of the toilets, its seat and lid which he had to clean.  Reports from the Environ-

mental Warden have also indicated that vandals have been trying to set fire to the toilet rolls in the facilities.  

It was agreed that Cllr Lee would speak to the PCSO and ask if they could patrol the area and he would also 

raise the matter at the next PACT meeting. 

ACTION: Cllr Lee 

Cllr Lee asked if the gap in the fence from the sports field onto the bottom of Hall Lane had been closed.  It 

was thought that this issue had been addressed last year but it was agreed that it would be checked.  If there 

was still a gap, Cllr Garner informed the meeting that he had some pig netting which could be used. 

ACTION: All 

134.2018 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

None 

 
135.2018 REDWORTH 

Cllr Lee informed the meeting that he had been contacted by a member of Redworth to inform him of the rot-

ting of some fence posts which were positioned on the Village Green.  It was agreed that the small fence 

served no purpose and that it should be removed permanently. 

136.2018 THE CHESTNUTS 

A complaint had been received regarding mud on the road from the Oaklands Development. 

137.2018 PLANNING 

None 

138.2018 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for February had been circulated and balanced along with a comparison of budget and 

actual figures to date.    The Clerk informed the meeting that a more detailed analysis would be circulated fol-

lowing the end of the financial year on 31st March.  

The annual salary review was due and Cllr Garner PROPOSED to increase the Environmental Wardens salary 

from 8.50 per hour to £9.00 per hour.  This would represent a 5.9% increase. 
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Cllr Teare expressed the opinion that the Parish Clerks salary should therefore be increased by the same per-

centage and so PROPOSED that the Clerks salary be increased by 5.9%. 

The proposals were UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

139.2018 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Lee reported: 

1. The Church are still in the process of fundraising for the installation of toilet facilities and a servery in 

the Church and asked the Parish Council to consider a donation of £1,000 to the project.  Cllr Lee PRO-

POSED that the donation be made from the Community Fund.  A vote was had and Cllrs Anderson, 

Teare, Blenkinsopp, French, Woodward AGREED with the proposal.  Cllr Garner abstained.  The PRO-

POSAL was therefore APPROVED. 

2. Bellways are in the process of erecting a wooden retention wall at the Walworth Road development. 

3. He has recently had a meeting with the owners of the former Cumby Arms in which they had ex-

plained that they had moved as they were concerned about possible use of the right of way access 

across the land for children to go to school from the new Beech Crescent development.  They have 

been approached by Esh regarding them purchasing the house and associated land in order that they 

can build 37 homes (including 6 affordable) but no agreements have taken place.  They had also 

stated that they were happy for a more permanent footpath to be laid around the edge of the land. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

An email has been received from the Church asking if it would be possible to assign the two parking spaces 

immediately next to the Church entrance for contractors who will start working on the toilet/servery project 

from 29th March.  The opinion of the meeting was that they were happy for this to be done, providing the 

area was kept clean and tidy of any debris. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

Cllr Garner asked whether the issue at Swan House roundabout had yet been resolved.  Cllr Lee informed the 

meeting that the occupants had been issued with a date in which to leave and that if they ignored the notice 

then they would be taken to tribunal.  Cllr Garner asked if a letter could be written to DBC to find out the cur-

rent position. 

ACTION: parish Clerk 

  140.2018 ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON NEXT AGENDA 

Presentation by Trish Pemberton from Stockton and Darlington Railway. 

There being no further items, the meeting concluded at 8.15pm 


