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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2018 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT. Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 

  Cllr M French 

  Cllr E Thompson 

  Cllr L Garner 

Cllr G Lee 

Cllr G Blenkinsopp 

Cllr C Teare 

   

  L Dunn 

076.2018 APOLOGIES.  

Cllr L Bedocs, Cllr M Woodward 

077.2018 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

078.2018 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 20th SEPTEMBER 2018 

The minutes of the meeting on 20th September 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman ac-

cordingly. 

079.2018 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

A letter was sent to Heighington School to inform them of the decision made by HPC to introduce a 

charge of £1,000 per annum as a levy for use of the car park.  This was then followed up by an in-

voice which was sent this week with 30 days payment terms.  To date no response has been re-

ceived. 

The question regarding how the precept works was sent to DBC and their response circulated. 

A cheque to the value of £150, as agreed at the last meeting was sent to Heighington WI as a contri-

bution towards the cost of daffodil bulbs from the Community Fund. 

Planning responses were sent to DBC on 23rd September along with responses regarding the devel-

opments at Walworth Road and Beech Crescent. 

Enquiries were made with DBC regarding the number of caravan plots agreed as part of the planning 

permission at the Dog and they advised to look at the planning application on their website (ref: 

17/00999/CU).  The planning application has for 50 car spaces. 

Cllr Anderson has sourced, with some difficulty, spares for the repairs required to the play equip-

ment.  Cllr Blenkinsopp suggested he try Durham Lifting on Aycliffe Industrial Park for others. 
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Cllr Anderson has searched through old documentation and found a copy of the legal document re-

lating to HPC’s purchase of the sports field.  The original has been filed within the Legal Department 

at DBC.  The document states 

“… very important that the right of access is retained if the land is purchased” 

In the discussion that followed it was stated that currently access from the gate leading onto the 

field is blocked as the gate is locked.  It was therefore agreed to write to the residents Heighcroft 

House (i.e. the former Cumby Arms) requesting that the gate be unlocked. 

It was acknowledged that in the future, should pedestrians wish to use this access in order to walk 

up to the school then a footpath would be required from the gate, to join the existing footpath be-

hind the changing rooms on the sports field. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

080.2018 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

None 

081.2018 SPORTSFIELD 

None 

082.2018 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

None 

 
083.2018 REDWORTH 

None 

084.2018 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Blenkinsopp mentioned an issue with the Oaklands development, whereby the developer has 

failed to reinstate trees and shrubs cut down in order for the installation of a water main and stated 

that contractors are using the area as an access route between the Chestnuts and the Oaklands.  Cllr 

Lee has been in contact with Miller Head Office and has contacted DBC but to no avail.  He will contact 

the site manager regarding the latest concern about the use of the strip by contractors’ vehicles. 

ACTION: Cllr Lee 

085.2018 PLANNING 

Planning Application Ref: 18/00882/FUL – Erection of 1 no. detached 1.5 storey dwelling.  Cllr French 

gave more information on the application stating that it was for a dwelling with an entrance and two 

garages on the ground floor with living space being on the first floor. 

Agreed a No comment reply given for all due to insufficient information provided. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

Cllr Anderson had information regarding the S106 monies from the Walworth Road development.  

These are: 

• £229,125 to improve educational provision in Heighington 
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• £15,000 towards provision of 10 parking spaces 

• £5,000 to improve existing bus stops 

• £6,762 to improve existing sports facilities on the edge of the village 

• £78,900 to be used for enhancing and maintaining walking and cycle routes in the vicinity of 

the site 

General discussion then took place regarding how HPC could get more input into the allocation of 

such monies and what measures DBC would put in place to ensure that full funds were spent by the 

developer.  It was agreed that more detailed information was required into the specifics of the S106 

money allocations. Cllr Anderson informed the meeting that the Parish Council was not cash rich and 

suggested a fund should be set up with the intention of providing replace play equipment and other 

facilities when they can no longer be repaired.  There was also discussion on the possibility of intro-

ducing parking charges for the sports field car park in order to raise more funds. 

It was agreed to write to DBC requesting detail into how exactly the monies were to be spent on 

each area and ask for a meeting with relevant representatives from DBC in order to discuss. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

086.2018 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for September had been circulated and balanced. 

Contact has been made with DBC requesting the value which can be claimed towards the cost of the 

Environmental Warden.   

087.2018 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Blenkinsopp attended Chair and Vice Chair training at Shildon and gave feedback on two areas: 

1. No finance decisions can be made under any other business.  If a finance decision is to be 

made then it needs to be included under an agenda item. 

2. Best practice is not to have a “Other Matters” agenda item as items raised under this item, 

having not being included on the agenda, has not had time to be considered by members of 

the public.  Items raised under this heading can be discussed but decisions deferred until the 

next meeting. 

Following discussion, it was agreed to re-name the “Other Matters” agenda item to “Items to be dis-

cussed on the next agenda” 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

Cllr Lee informed the meeting that there will be a lunch organised after the Remembrance Sunday 

Service.  Tickets are available to be purchased. 

The Clerk has received an email via the website asking if the Parish Council had considered introduc-

ing a mobile Royal Mail Postal Service into the village.  Apparently Aycliffe Village have such a ser-

vice.  Following discussion it was agreed that further enquiries would be made. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

088.2018 OTHER MATTERS 
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At the last meeting Cllr Lee reported that DBC had recently won their case regarding Swan House 

roundabout and that the current occupants would be given notice to leave by 4th October 2018.  Un-

fortunately, the letter giving this information was sent to the incorrect address so the eviction is on-

going. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:06pm.  


