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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16TH AUGUST 2018 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT. Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 

  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 

  Cllr E Thompson 

  Cllr C Teare 

  Cllr M Woodward 

   

  L Dunn 

050.2018 APOLOGIES.  

Cllr M French, Cllr L Garner, Cllr L Bedocs, Cllr G Lee 

051.2018 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

052.2018 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21 JUNE 2018 

The minutes of the meeting on 21 June 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

053.2018 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

GB has investigated the issue regarding the Christmas lights and spoken to Martin Clarkson from 

DBC lighting regarding the requirements.  In summary a IP67 enclosure is required for the transform-

ers for the lights and he has been unable to source one large enough to house all transformers.  The 

IP67 requirement is due to the fact that the transformers are in a pit below ground which in theory, 

could fill up with water.  If they were above the ground they could be in an IP54 enclosure which is 

showerproof.  Following discussion, it was agreed that some bricks would be inserted into the bot-

tom of the pit for an IP54 enclosure to sit on.  This would raise it from the ground to prevent the 

possibility for it to be submerged. 

ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 

The question regarding the old road at Swan House roundabout was chased up with DBC and the 

Clerk received an email stating that the Council were aware of the situation and that action is being 

taken but that they could not expand any further at this point. 

The inspection of the play equipment will take place w/c 20th August.  Following the discussion at the 

last meeting, further quotes were sourced and the work has been agreed at a cost of £150 from 

Playforce. 

Enquiries have been made with the Land Registry regarding the Right of Way Access over the land of 

the former Cumby Arms.  A “Search of Index Map” request has been submitted (at a cost of £4) 

which provides details of the Registered Title Number.  Once this has been received a request can be 

submitted for a copy of the Title Register which will show any such rights of access. 

An email has been received from Heighington WI.  They are happy to purchase more of the concrete 

planters but would like to paint them a sage green colour.  HPC were happy for this to be done as 
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the WI indicated that they are willing to paint all planters the same colour.  They requested details of 

who supplied the original planters so that they can purchase the same and it was thought that the 

existing planters were obtained from Blairs in Darlington (post code DL1 3HG).  The WI indicated 

that they would be willing to maintain any planters purchased for a period of 5 years but asked for 

clarification as to whether they would be required to buy the plants or if HPC would purchase them.  

It was agreed that the plants would be purchased by HPC. 

There was a further query regarding the planting of daffodil bulbs.  It has been suggested to the WI 

that the Parish Council might allow planting to edges of larger areas of West Green and asked for 

clarification.  Following discussion, it was agreed that two areas could be planted with bulbs; the tri-

angular section of Green at the bottom of West Green and the small Green opposite the Spa shop. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 
054.2018 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Cllr Anderson continues to do the regular H&S checks.  All is ok and there is nothing to report. 

055.2018 SPORTSFIELD 

An approach has been made from Serendipity, the Nursery taking over in the Village Hall from Sep-

tember, about continuing to use the garden area at the sports field previously used by Heighington 

Pre School.  No Councilor had any objection to this.  However, Cllr Anderson has spoken to Heighington 

Pre School and understood from the discussion that they would like Serendipity to make a donation 

to a charity of their choice in recognition of the money and work the Pre School have to date put into 

the garden.  There was some confusion regarding this discussion and it was agreed that Cllr Anderson 

would once again speak to the Pre School in order to clarify their position. 

ACTION: Cllr Anderson 

Cllr Woodward asked about the fire risk assessment for the changing rooms and it was understood 

that he had a hard copy of the last risk assessment.  He is to locate it to ensure that it is repeated on 

a regular basis. 

ACTION: Cllr Woodward 

 

056.2018 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Cllr Anderson saw a newspaper article regarding Durham4Community which is a new website set up 
by Durham County Council offering assistance to voluntary groups, community organisations and 
sports clubs seeking new sources of funding.  The Clerk has registered and looked at the funding 
available to see if any would be suitable for the plans to extend both the car park and the changing 
rooms.  One source of funding from the Football Foundation may be worth pursuing and it was 
agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Anderson would investigate further. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk & Cllr Anderson 

 
057.2018 REDWORTH 

None 

058.2018 THE CHESTNUTS 
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None 

059.2018 PLANNING 

Planning Application Ref: 18/00648/FUL – Proposed attic conversion incorporating dormer window 

and 2 No. rooflights to rear elevation at 37 Church View.   

Planning Application Ref: 18/00708/FUL – Demolition of existing garage and erection of two storey 

and single storey extensions to the side elevation, 13 Snackgate Lane.   

Planning Application Ref: 13/00110/RM2 – Approval of details of access, appearance, layout and scale 

for the erection of an agricultural auction mart building and associated external works pursuant to 

outline planning permission 13/00110/FUL dated 20 March 2013 (amended site plans, floor plans and 

elevations received 26 June 2018), Humbleton Farm, West Auckland Road, Burtree.   

 

Agreed a No comment reply given for all due to insufficient information provided. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

060.2018 FINANCE 

The bank reconciliation for June had been circulated and balanced. 

The Clerk advised the meeting that contact had been received from the external auditor who had 

asked for the printer and laptop purchased in order to comply with the Transparency Code to be 

added to the fixed asset figure in the accounts.  This has been done. 

 

061.2018 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter had been received from the Village Fair Committee informing HPC that it had been wound 
up and in accordance with their constitution, monies which had been received from various parties 
were being returned.  A cheque to the value of £1,000 for the Community Fund was also enclosed 
with the letter.  It was agreed that a letter of thanks would be sent to the Village Fair Committee. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

062.2018 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Bedocs had wanted to discuss notice boards but had not attended the meeting.  Cllr Teare in-

formed the meeting that he had had three keys cut for the boards and would distribute accordingly.  

Cllr Anderson suggested that what Cllr Bedocs wanted to raise was the issue of the last minutes being 

displayed in the notice board late.  Cllr Anderson explained that he puts copies of the minutes from 

each meeting into notice boards in Heighington, Redworth and The Chestnuts, however, had been on 

holiday at the time of the last meeting so was delayed in doing so.  Everyone was reminded that copies 

of all minutes are also available on the Parish Councils website, www.heighingtonparishcoucil.org.uk 

It was agreed that the subject would be put in the agenda for the next meeting to allow Cllr Bedocs to 

discuss. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

Cllr Teare explained that when the Pre School external cupboard has been removed it has exposed 

some loose guttering.  The Chair of Heighington Village Hall Association contacted DBC in order to 

organise getting it fixed not realizing that the toilets were the responsibility of the Parish Council.  Cllr 

http://www.heighingtonparishcoucil.org.uk/


HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 17 East Green, Heighington, Co Durham. DL5 6PP 

4 

Teare has spoken to the Chair of HVHA and agreed that if DBC do not come and sort the issue, then 

the Parish Council will resolve. 

 

Work on the development of 43 houses has started at Beech Crescent and Cllr Woodward asked if any 

contact had been received from the developers, but no contact has been received.  He has concerns 

over vehicles from the site parking on the grass and stated that there are large steel plates which are 

not level laid on the footpath and a substantial amount of mud on the road.  It was noted that part of 

the planning consent required roads to be cleaned and this does not seem to have been done to date.  

Cllr Woodward offered to go and speak to the site manager in order to get some contact details to 

enable HPC to make contact. 

ACTION: Cllr Woodward 

Discussion was had on the strip of wildflower garden adjacent to the grave yard which seems to have 

been neglected as of late.  There was concern that it was so overgrown the boulders could not be seen 

and may be an issue if a vehicle were to drive into one.  It was agreed that Cllr Anderson would ask 

the Environmental Warden to cut the area. 

ACTION: Cllr Anderson 

Cllr Woodward asked if anything further had been heard regarding the additional parking at Hope-

lands.  It was thought that S106 monies had been allocated to it but Cllr Woodward has concerns 

over losing the grassed area.  This was agreed by Cllr Teare and general feeling was that alternatives 

should be looked at rather than removing the grass which is utilised by children.  It was agreed that 

the matter should be put on the agenda for the next meeting so it could be discussed further with 

Cllr Lee. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:00pm.  


