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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17th MAY 2018 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT. Cllr C Teare (Chairman) 

  Cllr E Thompson 

  Cllr M Woodward 

  Cllr M French 

  Cllr L Bedocs 

  Cllr L Garner 

  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 

 

  L Dunn 

   

APOLOGIES. Cllr B Anderson 

Cllr G Lee 

 

014.2018 WELCOME BY CLLR C TEARE 

Cllr Teare opened the meeting. There was one parishioner in attendance. 

015.2018 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

None. 

016.2018 APPROVE MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON 19 MAY 2017 

The minutes of the annual Parish meeting held on 19 May 2017 were approved as an accurate record 

of the meeting and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

017.2018 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

There were no matters arising.  

018.2018 QUESTIONS 

None 

019.2018 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

None 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.05pm. 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17th MAY 2018 AT 7.05 PM 

PRESENT. Cllr C Teare (Chairman) 

  Cllr E Thompson 

  Cllr M Woodward 

  Cllr M French 

  Cllr L Bedocs 

  Cllr L Garner 

  Cllr G Blenkinsop 

 

  L Dunn 

   

APOLOGIES. Cllr B Anderson  

Cllr G Lee 

 

020.2018 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Anderson and Cllr Lee. 

021.2018 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Cllr Garner proposed that Cllr Anderson be re-elected chairman. Cllr French seconded the proposal.  

Cllr Thompson proposed that Cllr Blenkinsop be elected chairman, there was no seconder. Cllr Ander-

son was therefore RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN. 

022.2018 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

The Parish Clerk took the chair while the election of the vice chairman was considered. Cllr Garner 

proposed that Cllr Blenkinsop be elected vice chairman. This was seconded by Cllr Thompson and Cllr 

Blenkinsop WAS UNANIMOUSLY ELECTED VICE CHAIRMAN. 

023.2018 REVIEW OF BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATORIES 

The new Vice Chairman took the chair to continue the meeting.  The Clerk confirmed that current 

signatories were Cllr Anderson, Cllr French and the Clerk and this had operated efficiently during the 

year.  Cllr Teare proposed that the arrangement should remain.  This was seconded by Cllr Bedocs and 

IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that this should be unchanged. 

024.2018 ACCOUNTS ENDING 31 MARCH 2018 

The accounts up to 31 March 2018 had been circulated at the April Parish Council meeting and had 

just been returned from the internal auditor. They were to be discussed further as part of the main 

business of the meeting. 

The agenda now follows that of an ordinary meeting. 
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025.2018 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

026.2018 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 19 APRIL 2018 

The minutes of the meeting on 19 April 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

The Chairman then welcomed Mr Neil Parker, Executive Head of BR and H Academy to the meeting.  

Mr Parker had attended to outline the future plans for the school in light of the building schemes 

progressing and proposed around the Parish. 

Mr Parker informed the meeting that the net capacity of Heighington School was 266 pupil and there 

were currently 289 on roll, in 10 classes and that there is no space for any more.  He said that a feasi-

bility study had been carried out some time ago regarding the adding of one further classroom.  The 

study had been shared with builders by DBC but DfE rules were such that any enlargement of the 

school was required to be paid for from S106 monies.  The S106 monies from the Oaklands develop-

ment have been allocated to transport children from the new houses to schools in Newton Aycliffe so 

have not been directed to Heighington School.  He considered it inevitable that parents moving into 

the new Oaklands houses will apply to Heighington and some may be accepted to the potential detri-

ment of current and more long-standing residents (such as those currently living in the Chestnuts).  

He emphasised that he had had no discussion with Darlington Town Hall.  He explained that there is 

insufficient space on the current site to expand on the ground floor.  The school is already short of 25 

staff car parking spaces and 2 disabled bays.  Discussions are currently ongoing with Dove Academy 

regarding a possible merger which will result in an expansion of the Academy Trust. 

Cllr Garner questioned Mr Parker on the possibility of a new school being built in School Aycliffe should 

further housing development occur.  Mr Parker considered this very unlikely as he stated that the 

build sites are not big enough in order to generate sufficient S106 monies to build a school.  Cllr Garner 

asked how many children currently attending Heighington School were from the Parish and was in-

formed that this was approximately 60%, with the other 40% being from surrounding areas. 

Cllr Blenkinsop raised the issue of volume of traffic and stated that the Sports Field Car Park was used 

by a number of school users.  He informed Mr Parker that when the car park was initially built, resi-

dents were assured that should there be any issues of antisocial behaviour out of hours that the Parish 

Council would consider securing it at night.  He asked what impact this would have on the school if 

this was done.  Mr Parker responded that it would have great impact, particularly on Redworth Road. 

Cllr Garner asked whether it was possible for the school to create more parking spaces by using the 

current school playing field and then using the sports field as their grassed area.  Mr Parker informed 

the meeting that the green part of the school was owned by DBC with the rest of the site being owned 

by the Church.  He said that vehicles moving through the school site at all times of day was not possible 

due to both a safety and security perspective, and that the grassed area formed part of the schools 

learning environment. 

Mr Parker then went on to outline the impact the closure of Heighington Pre School would have on 

the school.  He stated that if the school had space then they would have tried to accommodate the 

Pre School to prevent it closure. 

Cllr Blenkinsop thanked Mr Parker for his attendance and his frank explanations of the current position 

of the school.  Mr Parked expressed his thanks for being invited to the meeting and suggested that he 

would welcome the opportunity to attend future meetings. 
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027.2018 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Freedom of Information & Section 106 monies – an email was sent to Ian Williams at Darlington Bor-
ough Council (DBC) on the advice of Cllr Lee.  The Clerk has since been contacted by another DBC 
employee, Dave Coates, in response to the email but has not yet had the opportunity to speak to 
him. 
 
Mr. Keith Houghton from HVHA was sent details of decision of funding request on 25th April.  He re-
plied via email which was circulated.  There was then a further email of clarification sent by The Sec-
retary of HVHA in which it was explained that during a general discussion with DBC, when the Chair 
of HVHA was present, it was indicated that an application should be made as funding MAY be availa-
ble.  The Clerk read out both emails in full.  Cllr Bedocs stated that the replacement of windows in 
the village hall was completely separate to the funding request received for the Cinema Night.  He 
explained that HVHA will suffer loss of income with the closure of the Pre School from September 
amounting to approximately £6,000 per year.  Cllr Teare asked the meeting whether HPC were 
therefore going to help HVHA by agreeing to offer a donation towards the project.  Cllr French felt 
that he needed information on whether the proposal would be viable and Cllr Bedocs reminded him 
that at the last meeting Cllr Lee had confirmed that in his opinion it would as a similar regular event 
had previously been held in the Church.  Cllr Blenkinsop therefore asked the meeting whether any-
one wanted to propose that the donation be awarded.  Cllr Bedocs proposed that a donation be 
given up to the value of £580 to fund the projector, and this was seconded by Cllr Teare.  Cllr Blen-
kinsop asked for all those in favour and Cllrs Woodward, Bedocs, Teare and Blenkinsop agreed.  Cllrs 
Garner, French and Thompson abstained.  The proposal was therefore CARRIED. 
 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

A meeting was organised with Heighington FC but then had to be cancelled due to Cllr Andersons 
holiday.  It will be rearranged when he returns. 
 
An Awards for All application pack was sent to Cllr Anderson on 25th April. 
 
Contact was made with the persons responsible (Tony Sanderson and Steve Butterworth at Red-
worth) for the speed sign.  They were to check to see if the sign was loose and contact the installers 
if there was a problem. 
 
Comments on planning applications were sent to DBC on 25th April. 
 
A copy of the 5 Year Plan was also requested on 25th April. 
 
The pot hole reported by Cllr French was reported to DBC on 25th April. 
 
The insurance policy was renewed. 
 
CALDC was informed that membership was to be continued. 
 

028.2018 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Cllr Teare had been informed by Heighington FC that during their recent tournament it was discovered 

that some of the picnic tables were in a state of disrepair with bolts sticking through some of the 

wood.  However, these had been repaired by persons unknown when next looked.  Cllr Teare sug-

gested that they should be checked regularly and be included on the safety check list which is reviewed 
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by Cllr Anderson.  Cllr Woodward thought that they were already on the list and it was agreed to check 

with Cllr Anderson on his return from holiday. 

ACTION: Cllr Anderson 

029.2018 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Woodward informed the meeting that the gap in the fence is approximately 20 feet wide.  Discus-

sion was had on whether new fencing was required.  Cllr Garner offered to donate some timber and 

it was suggested that the work could be done by Members. 

ACTION: All 

Moor Lane Sports Club have recently got into trouble with the RSPCA regarding netting they have on 

their hedges as hedgehogs have been getting trapped.  It was thought that similar netting had been 

installed on the hedge between the sports field and Woodward’s farm.  It was agreed that Cllr Teare 

would check to see if it was still there and if so ensure there was sufficient gap at the bottom to allow 

hedgehogs to get through. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 

Cllr Teare informed the meeting that the work to the MUGA had not yet started and it was agreed 

that it needed to happen soon. 

ACTION: All 

Cllr Bedocs asked whether the current Pre School garden area, located on the sports field, should be 

offered to Heighington School when Pre School closed.  Cllr Blenkinsop suggested the matter be put 

on the agenda for the September meeting when the Pre School position was clearer. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 

030.2018 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

None 

031.2018 REDWORTH 

Cllr Teare has the repair of the bench in hand. 

ACTION: Cllr Teare 

032.2018 THE CHESTNUTS 

The builders from Oaklands are in the process of connecting a temporary pumping station to connect 

the drains to the new development.  Some trees have been chopped and a public footpath damaged 

but the developer has confirmed that they will reinstate the area. 

 

033.2018 PLANNING 

Cllr Teare asked whether there was any news on when the Walworth Road development was to be 

considered by DBC planning Committee.  Cllr Bedocs stated that as far as he was aware it was still with 

the officers. 
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Update – since the meeting Cllr Lee has confirmed that the application will be considered by DBC 

planning Committee at 1:30pm on 30th May. 

034.2018 FINANCE 

The Internal Audit report for the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2018 was received and 
noted.   
 
There were two recommendations: 

1. For stand-alone purchases over a certain threshold (recommended £300), at least two esti-
mates/quotations should be sourced.  The Clerk reviewed purchases in 2017/18 and there 
were three which were over the recommended threshold: 

o £2,962.44 to Playdale Playgrounds for the new Sea Horse seesaw and spring for 
which the previous Clerk had obtained a number of quotes 

o £495 for LJ Digital for the website for which two other companies were also ap-
proached for a quote and provided a price 

o £497.60 to RPH Architects for work done for the Changing Rooms 
 
The Clerk informed the meeting that the procedure is therefore more or less unofficially in place but 
recommended that the Auditors recommendation be approved and that for all purchases over £300 
it be required to obtain more than one quotation.  This was proposed by Cllr Thompson, seconded 
by Cllr Teare and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 
 

2. Asset Register to be reviewed annually and minuted – this was completed in September 
2017 under minute 113.2017 so is already taking place. 
 

The invoice for the internal audit work has been received and was for £100.  Cllr Bedocs proposed 
that the invoice be paid and this was seconded by Cllr Woodward and was UNAMINOUSLY AGREED. 

 
The annual governance statement was read out by the Clerk and Cllr Bedocs proposed it be approved.  

This was seconded by Cllr Thompson and IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT the statement was 

APPROVED. The Clerk was authorised to submit the audited statements to Mazars.  

The accounts for the year ended 31 March 2018 and the accounting statements in the audit pack were 

circulated and reviewed and had also been reviewed at the last meeting.  Cllr French proposed they 

be approved and this was seconded by Cllr Bedocs.  IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT the ac-

counts and statements be APPROVED. 

ACTION Parish Clerk 

The bank reconciliation for April had been circulated and balanced. 

035.2018 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

None 

036.2018 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Bedocs expressed concern at the closure of Heighington Pre School and asked fellow Councillors 

how HPC could help.  Cllr Blenkinsop expressed concern about the future of the village hall and stated 

that he would not want to see it become derelict if the loss of income from pre School adversely 

affected HVHA.  He said it was a valuable asset to the Parish used by the community.  Cllr Bedocs 

informed the meeting that DBC had a statutory duty to provide a village hall.  He explained that the 
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building (old school) was donated to the village and is managed by the Church Wardens (who hold the 

Head lease), who lease it to DBC who in turn leases it to HVHA.  He felt that some nursery provision 

should be kept going even if it has to be run by volunteers and suggested that it could be part funded 

by raising the precept. 

DBC have been contacted for confirmation that the Christmas lights have been connected to the new 

street light. 

Cllr Woodward asked if it could be reported to DBC that there are some asbestos sheets dumped down 

the bank from the roundabout on the A6072.  Despite reporting it previously, nothing has been done 

to remove the rubbish. 

There is more fly tipping on the road leading out of the village towards Redworth which needs report-

ing. 

More caravans have appeared on the old road at Swan House roundabout.  Enquiries need to be made 

with DBC as to what is legally allowed there. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:54pm.  


