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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
Cllr C Teare 

  Cllr E Thompson (from 7.15pm) 
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr L Bedocs 
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr G Lee 
  Cllr M Woodward 
 
   
  S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES:  
 

107:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None 

107.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

108:2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21 JULY 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 21 July 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

109:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk was awaiting confirmation as to whether the gazebo at the George and Dragon was still on 

the green. If it is, a letter will need to be sent again as it will, among other concerns, impede grass 

cutting. 

Cllr Anderson had prepared a checklist and book to be completed before and after use of the sit on 

mower. It will record the user, inspection and number of hours used. The process has now been 

reviewed from a health and safety perspective and the use of the book will promote best practice in 

the use of the mower. 

The Clerk had informed the football managers regarding parking complaints following the July 

tournament. 

The Clerk had contacted DBC regarding the cutting of the verges. The verges were cut following her 

email, but DBC did not uphold the complaint that verges were not being cut regularly enough to 

ensure safety. 

Cllr Lee confirmed that PACT meetings would continue in this Ward with the next meeting taking 

place at Summerhouse on 21 September. 

A further discussion took place regarding the anonymous complaint received last month. Cllr Lee 

disagreed with the Parish Council’s decision that they could not deal with an anonymous complaint  
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on the basis that Cllr Lee was himself aware of the source of the complaint. The complaint was 

discussed but it was agreed that in any event the Council could not do anything about the issues 

raised. 

 

110.2016 HEALTH AND SAFTETY AND REVIEW OF RISK ASSESSMENT 

Cllr Anderson had carried out the Health and Safety inspections. There were no issues to report. 

The grass cutter procedure had now been implemented (see above). 

The Parish Council’s risk review document was due for its annual review. The document had been 

updated by the Clerk and was circulated at the meeting. Each item was reviewed individually. 

The following action points were agreed: 

- The clerk was to purchase an external hard drive to use for back up of electronic files. 

-  the sports pavilion fire risk assessment was to be reviewed by Cllr Woodward.  

- The procedure for testing of smoke alarms and emergency lighting was in place but the act 

of testing ought to be recorded. Cllr Woodward was to provide appropriate templates. Cllr 

Bedocs also had some templates used for the Village Hall which could be helpful. It may be 

that arrangements would be made with the football managers to undertake the tests during 

the football season and to report any issues back. ACTION: Cllr Woodward/Cllr 

Bedocs 

-  it was understood that the defibrillator company would be checking the battery on the unit 

but Cllr Anderson was to clarify this with David Brassell.  Action: Cllr Anderson 

- the grass cutter and the risk of injury or loss/damage to property was to be recorded along 

with the new procedure to minimise the risk.   ACTION: Parish Clerk 

- The clerk was to update the assessment to reflect the items that had been reviewed. 

        Action: Parish Clerk 

A discussion took place regarding litter picking and the stop that had been placed on picking litter on  

the roads in and out of the village for safety reasons at the last meeting. The danger was mainly due 

to the long grass on the verges which obscured the view of the warden from motorists. The warden 

was keen to resume his full duties and had stressed his understanding of the safety issues 

surrounding the activity and the lack of any prior incident. 

It was agreed that: 

- Cllr Bedocs was to provide copies of the current litter picking procedure adopted by the 

litter group, and         Action: Cllr 

Bedocs 

 

- The clerk was to investigate the purchase of 2 x “Litter picking in Progress” signs.  

Action: Parish Clerk 
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So far as a general health and safety audit to the warden’s role, Cllr Teare was to provide the 

telephone number of a consultant he has used previously.    

 Action: Cllr Teare 

  

 

111.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Anderson reported that the spring on the Elephant ride had broken so the item had been 

removed until a replacement spring was obtained. A new spring was in excess of £200, but the Clerk 

was to investigate whether it could be sourced without the fixings which were included in the price 

quoted, but the PC already has.        Action: 

Parish Clerk  

The grass cutter had been operating well. DBC were only cutting grassed areas on a monthly basis 

now which was not adequate. 

 

112:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Ongoing – nothing to report. 

 

113:2016 REDWORTH 

Cllr Teare had been contacted by Keith Wilkinson of Redworth following reports that shooting had 

taken place in farmer’s fields behind Grangeside. On contacting the police it was discovered that it 

was an organised clay pigeon shoot. It was possible that this would become a regular occurrence not 

the shoots are no longer held at the Dog Inn. 

Mr Wilkinson has asked to be notified if the Parish Council was notified when these shoots are taking 

place (as it may be a requirement for the organisers to notify the PC). The clerk agreed to attend to 

this, if notification was received.     ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 

114:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Nothing to report. 

 

115:2016 PLANNING 

The Clerk had written to DBC again regarding provision of plans to Parish Councils and awaited a 

reply. 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00820/FUL was tabled. It related to the proposed 

development of land at Station Road, Heighington for 43 dwellings and associated access. A 

concerned parishioner was in attendance to make the PC aware of his concerns. A lengthy 

discussion took place regarding the proposals. Although DBC had not provided any 

information, some of the councillors had attended a presentation by the developer. The 
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clerk also had the site plan on her iphone. It was agreed that the following matters were a 

major concern: 

o Additional access point on an already dangerous access point to the village, though 

it was noted that all legal requirements would need to be adhered to 

o Loss of greenfield site 

o Arrangements for sewage as the system in the village already 

experiencedsignificant problems from time to time 

o Surface water 

 

o Electricity supply which has also been an issue in the village 

o Amenities generally, with particular emphasis on an already oversubscribed school 

o Adverse effect on wildlife 

 

The Clerk was to OBJECT on these grounds.   ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00836/FUL was considered. It related to a garage conversion 

and single storey extension to 2 Twinsburn Road, DL5 6RL. The Parish Council had been 

informed about some issues relating to this proposal, in particular relating to parking 

concerns in an already congested area and the fact that this development would be 

overbearing and cause a loss of daylight in the vicinity.  

 

IT WAS AGREED that an objection was to be lodged for the reasons stated. 

        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

  

- Planning Application 16/00720/FUL related to a first floor extension to side and rear 

elevation of 20 High Road, Redworth DL5 6NU. No details had been provided by DBC, but it 

was not believed that the proposals would affect any surrounding properties. No comment 

was required. 

 

116:2016 ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT 2016 

The clerk had dealt with a number of queries from BDO over the summer but now believed that all 

queries had been adequately dealt with and was expecting the audit to be signed off imminently.  

The monthly accounts were tabled and all income and expenditure reviewed. There was a small 

anomaly of £160 that the clerk was unable to reconcile at this time, but it was a credit rather than a 

debit so was not of concern. The clerk hoped it would be explained in the next monthly figures. 

 

117:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Lee reported that Cllr Woodward had received a commendation for his work in supervising the 

response to a serious fire. The Parish Councillors congratulated him. 

There had been a number of incidents of flooding after some extremely inclement weather in late 

August. A number of properties were affected, particularly in relation to water that came from a 

newly ploughed field at the top of the village. Cllr Lee had been co-ordinating a response to the 
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flooding by obtaining details of the parishioners affected and having the Flood Defence Director at 

DBC assess matters. Whilst the conclusion was that the weather conditions were unprecedented, 

any contributing factors would be determined and if possible, dealt with. 

Cllr Lee reported that the car parking control measures in Heighington had been completed. Double 

yellow lines were in situ on Redworth Road and would be enforced and the charter had been 

reissued to all parents. The Clerk raised concerns that the effect of all of the above has been to move 

a lot of traffic in the village which has made crossing the roads (particularly the road at the junction 

between  

 

Redworth Road and Hall Lane) much more of a challenge, particularly with small children. Cllr Lee 

said that the Police were aware of this and would review the situation. 

The Clerk reported that the Parish councillors had been invited to an event hosted by Lightsource at 

the site of the solar farm to celebrate Climate Action Week. The likely date was 14/15 October, TBC. 

Everyone was interested in attending and the Clerk was to advise the decided date in due course. 

          Action: Parish Clerk 

118.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

- Cllr Lee updated the meeting on his campaign to have something done about the unsightly 

roundabout on the entrance point to the village from Aycliffe / Darlington. Cllr Lee had 

persuaded DBC that it was not satisfactory and costings were being obtained to gravel the area. 

IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that if DBC would agree to gravel the area, leaving the majority 

of trees in situ, this would be acceptable.  

 

- Cllr Lee reported that he had been advised that the doctors surgery in the village was no longer 

fit for purpose. It was too small with inadequate pharmacy facilities. He had been invited to 

discuss building a new facility but it was apparent that there was not much available in the 

village. The surgery had asked about building a facility on the sportsfield. The ideal place was 

where the play area is currently situated. The surgery would require a two story building with 2 

surgeries and rooms for testing all contained in the same building. It was proposed that it would 

be more appropriate for the surgery to consider extending into the adjacent property which it 

also owns, but Cllr Lee said that the configuration simply was not appropriate. Cllr lee said that it 

had not been threatened, but he felt that if the surgery could not find something satisfactory, 

there was a risk they would pull out of the village. At the moment it was possible that the 

surgery would either rent or purchase the land, but the major issue was that a surgery in the 

village is so important for the elderly. 

Cllr Anderson said that his initial thoughts were that the PC would need information on: 

o A plan of what was proposed 

o Details of configuration – e.g. why a 2 storey building? Likely Footprint? 

o So far as location – only the PC would decide what was available, if anything. There are 

covenants on the land that are likely to prevent any such development  

o Once the surgery determines what it needs, it would be definitive, with no provision to 

later amend or extend. 

o There are issues already with accessibility/parking etc. and this may simply make existing 

problems worse. 
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Cllr Lee said that some of these issues had been thought about already – for example opening 

times would be designed to avoid school pick up times. 

 

IT WAS AGREED that the surgery was to be asked to provide a full written proposal and plans to 

be considered by the PC.       ACTION: Cllr Lee 

 

- A parishioner had made a donation of £50 for use of the sportsfield by family wedding guests. 

The cash was given to the Clerk for deposit in the PC account.         ACTION: Parish 

Clerk 

 

- The Clerk was to obtain the details of the right of way of the PC over the Cumby site for review 

at the next meeting                         ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 

- A parishioner in attendance asked whether the PC would consider making land available for a 

village orchard. After some consideration it was agreed that it may be possible to make some 

land near the wetland area on the sportsfield available and the parishioner was invited to look at 

the area and report back on its suitability, It was, however, pointed out that the area was likely 

to be attractive to children and may not thrive for that reason. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.  

 

 


