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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER 2015 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr L Bedocs  
  Cllr L Garner 
 
  S Lenegan 
   
 
APOLOGIES: Cllr G Lee 

Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 

Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
 
129:2015 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Lee, Woodward, French and Blenkinsopp. Cllr Garner gave 

his apologies for the September meeting. 

130.2015 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

131:2015 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 17 SEPTEMBER 2015 

The minutes of the meeting on 17 September 2015 were approved subject to a small amendment to 

clarify that the notice boards were to be installed in Redworth and Heighington and were then 

signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

132:2015 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk confirmed that: 

- She had written to the scout leader regarding the wetlands area. 

- The COSHH sheets found by the Clerk were far too complex for what was needed in relation 

to the cleaning materials stored by the warden, so she was to liaise with Cllr Woodward 

regarding this.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

- She had written to the George and Dragon regarding removing the picnic tables for the grass 

cutter. It was confirmed that the grass cutter had been today so hopefully this had been 

complied with. 

Cllr Bedocs had worked on the lighting in the village toilets which was much improved. No incidents 

had taken place since. 

133.2015 HEALTH AND SAFETY  

The ROSPA inspection had taken place but the report was awaited. 
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The Parish Risk Assessment had been updated following the full review at the September meeting 

and was held by the Clerk. 

134.2015 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Anderson reported that the defibrillator training had taken place on 26 and 27 September in the 

Village Hall. It was not as well attended as hoped, but the training was very good and well received 

by those who did attend. On day 1 it was mainly football managers and on day 2 some parishioners 

and footballers attended along with the Chairman and Clerk. 

A meeting with the football managers had taken place on 23 September. The fees were paid by 3 

teams (£940 in total) and the following matters were discussed: 

- Housekeeping in the changing rooms 

- The defibrillator 

- Health and safety 

- Line marking practices 

- Fencing 

In relation to fencing, it had been proposed to attach the netting to the fence to prevent balls from 

rolling into the farmer’s field so frequently. This seemed to be a safer option compared to fully 

installing the nets.  

Cllr Garner was concerned that this may pose a risk to wildlife, particularly in relation to obvious 

paths through the hedgerow. The Clerk was to raise this with Jim Barr. 

ACTION: CLLR ANDERSON 

Cllr Anderson had used weed killer in maintenance of the areas. 

With regard to the installation of cameras, the Clerk had received a quotation from CCTV First, the 

company who had advertised in the local press. The quote for 3 cameras was £400 plus installation 

at £30 per hour which was expected to take half a day. Whilst this was a much lower price, it was 

unclear what the capabilities of the cameras were. 

Cllr Teare had also received a quote for £1150 for 3 HD dome cameras which took clear images from 

long distance. 

It was noted that a supplier could be offered the opportunity to advertise at the sports field free of 

charge for reduced rates.  

At present the cost of any installation was prohibitive. The Clerk had asked the PCSO about any 

funding available but he was not aware of any. Other potential grants were to be considered. 

 

135:2015 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Cllr Anderson reported that the Parish Council’s application for funding to extend that car park had 

not been successful which was very disappointing. 

Parking was inadequate for both the football teams and the school run and the proposals to create a 

one way system were much safer for all. 
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It was the intention to apply for an Awards for All grant which offered up to £10,000. This, with the 

£4,000 from the school would go a long way towards providing the funding.  

As a short term measure to alleviate parking difficulties for footballers, Cllr Anderson was to speak to 

Jim Barr about asking the school to allow parking on their facilities. ACTION: CLLR ANDERSON 

136:2015 REDWORTH 

Cllr Teare confirmed that someone had cut back the brambles that had been obstructing the 

pathway. The green had also been repaired following encroachment by an HGV.   

It had not yet been possible to install the replacement noticeboards (Redworth and Heighington) but 

this would be done ASAP.    ACTION: CLLR TEARE/CLLR ANDERSON 

 

137:2015 THE CHESTNUTS 

There had been recent reports of anti social behaviour on the estate by a group of youngsters. It was 

understood that their parents had been contacted by the police. There had been no further reports. 

 

138:2015 PLANNING 

Planning Application Ref: 15/00783/FUL was considered. It related to the demolition of an existing 

conservatory and erection of a two storey extension to the rear at 13 West Green, Heighington, DL5 

6RA. Following consideration of the information provided, it was agreed that the application be 

APPROVED.            ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

139:2015 ACCOUNTS  

The Clerk presented the monthly accounts and reconciliation to the meeting. Each transaction was 

noted.  

The balance at the end of September was £10590.77. 

Cheques were made out to Heighington Village Hall Association and Redworth Village Hall 

Association for their 2015-16 grants. In addition payment was approved for Hall hire for a recent 

football meeting and defibrillator training. 

 

140:2015 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk updated the Councillors in respect of the adverse possession claim.  

The Claimant had now written to the Parish Council. The Clerk read out the claimant’s letter to the 

meeting. In summary the Claimant was asking for authority to park on the land concerned. If 

authority was given, the adverse possession claim would be withdrawn. 
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A detailed discussion took place regarding this matter. It was noted that the Parish Council is 

custodian of the village greens. The applicable legislation, including the Parish Council’s own byelaws 

prohibited  

 

parking on registered village green and it was therefore not permissible for the Parish council to 

grant this permission either to this resident personally, or generally. It was not possible to grant 

permission for an unlawful act to occur. 

IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT a letter was to be sent to the resident explaining this.  

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

The Clerk tabled an email from Cllr Lee regarding a request to plant a horse chestnut tree on the 

corner of East Green to replace a small tree that was planted there but did not survive. IT WAS 

AGREED that permission be granted. 

 

141.2015 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Garner asked the Clerk to obtain an update on the static caravan at Swan House. There appeared 

to be further caravans moved onto this area recently. In addition, an update on the site at Walworth 

Road was requested as no activity appeared to have commenced. ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

Cllr Teare reported that the dry verge on the sports pavilion had been damaged by children kicking 

their football against the wall. Consideration was to be given to installing a guard to protect it. 

       ACTION: CLLR TEARE/CLLR ANDERSON 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45 pm.  

 

 


