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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr C Teare (Chairman) 
  Cllr E Thompson  
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr L Bedocs 
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr G Lee 
  Cllr M Woodward (from 7.05pm) 
 
   
  S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr B Anderson 
 

119:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Anderson was on holiday and had given his apologies. 

120.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

121:2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 15 SEPTEMBER 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 15 September 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

122:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

A parishioner who was interested in establishing a village orchard was to attend later in the meeting 

with more detailed proposals. 

Cllr Lee wished to clarify a matter in the previous minutes regarding an anonymous complaint. The 

policy was that such complaints would be discussed at Parish Council meetings, provided the 

councillor bringing the matter to the attention of the Parish Council was aware of the source of the 

complaint. 

Cllr Lee had been advised that clay pigeon shoots were going to go ahead near Redworth for the 

next 6-7 months. He has informed a number of residents about this. The appropriate licensing officer 

had attended and was satisfied that all legal requirements were met. 

DBC had confirmed that it would cost £6,000 to gravel the roundabout. It was assumed that this 

included appropriate preparatory works (e.g. plastic membrane) and a breakdown of costs had been 

requested. DBC had asked if the PC would contribute to the costs but Cllr Lee said this would not be 

possible. He did however confirm that it may be possible to source some volunteers to help carry 

out the work. It was noted that sponsors should be considered, though this had been looked at 

previously. 
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Cllr Lee had held a further meeting with representatives from the GP’s surgery and confirmed that 

they were to attend at the next meeting with more detailed proposals. He had the national playing 

field documentation for completion, though this was premature at this stage. 

 

The clerk read out an email from a parishioner explaining the benefits of change and development in 

the parish and that it should not be so heavily resisted by the community. The Clerk was to 

acknowledge the email.                          ACTION: Parish Clerk   

123.2016 HEALTH AND SAFTETY  

Bonfire 

The new landlord from the Bay Horse attended the meeting and was interested to discuss organising 

a bonfire this year and asked about the process. 

It was confirmed that he would need to contact DBC to discuss the risk assessment requirements 

and the need for a road closure certificate for the short stretch of road from the bus stop to the Bay 

Horse. 

From the Parish Council’s perspective, so long as DBC is satisfied with the safety aspects, it would 

simply require these to be carefully followed and the green to be respected by: 

- Ensuring the bonfire is only collected up during the week immediately prior to the event 

- Ensure no vehicles drive onto the green with bonfire materials (or for any other purpose) 

- Ensure the fire is put out properly after the event and cleared away to a reasonable 

standard. 

In general terms, it was noted that a first aider would need to be present and the scouts may be able 

to assist with this. 

Cllr Woodward was to see if Mrs Easton still had a bonfire risk assessment that would be of use and 

Cllr lee was to find out who is the appropriate health and safety contact at DBC.   

        ACTION: Cllr Woodward/Cllr Lee 

The Clerk took the landlord’s phone number to feedback information from these enquiries.   

         ACTION: Parish Clerk 

Health & Safety inspections 

Cllr Anderson had carried out the Health and Safety inspections prior to his holiday. There were no 

issues to report. 

There had been a report about a damaged bench in Redworth. Cllr Anderson had attended to it and 

made it safe and said that he would investigate making a permanent repair on his return from 

holiday. Cllr Teare and Cllr Garner advised that they had sourced some timber to make a repair. 

The bench inspection process was due and volunteers were requested to help Councillor Anderson 

in this large task. It was agreed that other councillors would assist and it would be planned who 

would deal with which benches. Any that are beyond repair would probably not be replaced. 
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It was reported that a bench in St Michael’s park had been in need of repair for years, but DBC had 

failed to attend to it in spite of numerous requests. It may be that the Parish Council would attend to 

this. 

Litter picking 

A further discussion took place regarding litter picking and the stop that had been placed on the 

warden picking litter on the verges into and out of the village (Darlington and Redworth Road) due 

to safety concerns.  

 

The clerk had investigated the purchase of signage and the cost of 2 signs was between £90 and 

£140 plus VAT. Cllrs Lee and Bedocs had also provided litter picking safety leaflets.  

Following discussion IT WAS AGREED THAT: 

 - the signs were large and likely to be heavy and difficult/awkward for the warden to move 

without a vehicle. 

 - the policy was to remain that no picking was to be undertaken on Redworth or Darlington Road 

where there is no footpath to stand on, or inadequate verge to stand on (which was less than 2 

ft of flat grass verge). 

 - the clerk was to send the litter picking safety leaflet to the warden along with an explanation of 

this policy.       ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 

124.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

The Clerk asked Cllr Woodward about his arrangements for hedge cutting at the farm, as the hedge 

cutting at the sportsfield needs to be arranged. It was understood that it is currently difficult to 

source a contractor for this. Cllr Woodward believed they were still using Lee, but would check. 

         ACTION: Cllr Woodward 

It was reported that the access gate to the sportsfield from the Cumby site may have been 

blocked/secured so that it was not accessible as required by the right of way. An inspection was to 

be carried out.         

The Clerk reported that the DBC grass cutter appeared to have damaged the gate of the MUGA 

nearest the skatepark. It has been reported to DBC and discussions were ongoing. 

There had also been reports of a goal post on the sportsfield being tampered with, possibly with the 

intention of stealing it. This had been reported to PC Dolby.    

125:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Ongoing – nothing to report. 

126:2016 REDWORTH 

The clerk read out an email she had received from the speed sign supplier. It appeared that the 

committee was now intending to purchase 2 signs instead of one initially at a cost of over £5K plus 

VAT, but the supplier had not yet circulated the specification. The PC had agreed to contribute the 

sign (match fund up to £2,000) and to possibly purchase it and donate it to the committee. However, 
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it was not clear whether this could be done for 2 signs. The Clerk/Cllr Teare were to look into this 

further.        ACTION: Parish Clerk/Cllr Teare 

Cash flow may also be an issue.  

127:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Blenkinsopp reported that he had attended an event hosted by Miller Homes regarding their 

proposals to build 80 dwellings at School Aycliffe. It was apparent that their proposals were in the 

very early stages with no consultation having been carried out yet. There are also a few important 

issues  

 

yet to be addressed. Firstly, there is no bus service to the school and Heighington would be the 

nominated primary school. This means that parents would need to do the school run by car, 

exacerbating the already congested traffic and serious parking issues. Secondly, the development is 

within the Ineos blast zone (this had been an issue for the Chestnuts itself) and this was yet to be 

investigated. Other issues are highways concerns (for the chestnuts the pelican crossing had been a 

requirement), ground conditions and pylons on the land. 

A major issue is the collective impact of the 3 developments already proposed within the parish. A 

major planning issue was extension of the school which had been estimated to cost £800K. It was 

understood that the developer interested in the land behind Snackgate had pulled out due to the 

investment needed.  

Cllr Lee reported that Middleton St George and Heighington had been identified as development 

hotspots, but the issue with Heighington was clearly the school. 

Cllr Blenkinsopp also reported that a property on the outskirts of the Chestnuts was being used for 

the storage of HGVs. The council advised that this appeared to be for recreational purposes but 

there was now some evidence to the contrary which was being investigated further.   

128:2016 PLANNING 

The Clerk had chased up DBC again regarding provision of plans to Parish Councils but still had not 

received a reply. 

- A detailed objection to the development behind Beech crescent had been submitted last 

month. 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00952/OUT was tabled. It related to the proposed 

development of land at Redworth for 3 dwellings. Given the lack of readily available 

information the Clerk was instructed to give a no comment response and to contact Mr 

Coates in planning to chase up the request regarding plans.    

 ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

129:2016 ACCOUNTS AND APPROVAL OF AUDIT 2016 

The Audit was now complete and approved.  The Clerk read out the conclusions to the meeting. The 

report by BDO was available for each Councillor’s review outside of the meeting. 

The annual return and certificate WERE APPROVED AND ACCEPTED. 
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The Clerk was authorised to pay BDO’s invoice of £130 plus VAT.  

The monthly accounts were tabled and all income and expenditure reviewed. Cllr Blenkinsopp 

agreed to assist with a problem in the excel spreadsheet that presented the monthly accounts and 

the Clerk was to send it to him.       ACTION: Parish 

Clerk  

130:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

There had been complaints that dog fouling was getting worse to the far and of station road on the 

way out of the village. The Clerk was to see whether any more notices were available.  

         ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 

The Clerk reported that the Lightsource event was to begin at 9.30 am tomorrow at the site of the 

solar farm to celebrate Climate Action Week. All were welcome. Cllr Bedocs was attending. 

          Action: Parish Clerk 

131.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

- The clerk had claimed DBC’s contribution to the warden’s cost and had been told that it would 

be paid shortly.  

- Cllr Lee updated the meeting on thoughts of other parish councils regarding neighbourhood 

plans. Given that DBC was not due to complete/adopt its core strategy until 2018 (and possibly 

later if it was not accepted by central government) other PCs shared Heighington’s view that it 

was simply too early to embark on a process that is so costly and time consuming and needs to 

dovetail into a higher level strategy that is incomplete. It has been suggested that in the interim 

period in terms of housing developments that DBC should re-adopt a previous policy which was 

a number of houses to be determined that were acceptable for each village. 

- The Clerk read out an email from the Village Fair Committee regarding their plans to hold a 

further event in 2017 over the weekend of 10 and 11 June. Cllr Bedocs proposed that a 

contribution of £500 be made as was made this year. Following discussion IT WAS AGREED THAT 

a £500 contribution be made, provided that it is paid from the community fund and not the 

precept. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

- The Clerk requested approval to pay the village Hall committee grants of £1500 and £800 

(Heighington and Redworth). IT WAS APPROVED that the payments be made. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 

- The Clerk explained that Woodham Community centre had made contact to ask some questions 

about the defibrillator. The clerk was to put them in contact with the football team manager. 

- A parishioner attended and tabled plans for a village Orchard to the far end of the sportsfield. 

The plans were considered and explained by the parishioner. It was agreed that they would be 

referred to Cllr Anderson prior to a decision being made. 

- Cllr Lee circulated an information book on the Co Durham fire and rescue service.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00 pm.  
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