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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2015 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr L Bedocs  
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr G Lee (arrived at 8pm) 
   

S Lenegan 
   
 
APOLOGIES: Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
 
142:2015 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Lee (arrived at 8pm) and Cllr Blenkinsopp.  

143.2015 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

144:2015 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 8 OCTOBER 2015 

The minutes of the meeting on 8 October 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

145:2015 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Cllr Woodward agreed to provide an appropriate COSHH sheet for cleaning materials. 

The Clerk confirmed that she had: 

-  Advised Jim Barr about the concerns for wildlife if the netting was attached to the sportsfield 

fence. 

- still not heard from the scout leader regarding the wetlands area. Cllr Bedocs was to 

mention this next time he saw him.     ACTION: CLLR 

BEDOCS 

- spoken to DBC regarding the unauthorised building at Swan House. They had confirmed that 

the building had been removed and that steps were underway to repossess the land. They 

had also confirmed that although the development on Walworth Road had not commenced 

yet, there was plenty of time remaining for the applicant to begin the works. 

With regard to the adverse possession claim: 

- a letter had arrived from the land registry confirming that the claim had been withdrawn 

and advising that it understood that negotiations were underway for the applicant to 
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purchase the land. This was not accurate and the Clerk was to advise the Land Registry of 

this. 

         

- A letter had also arrived from the resident’s solicitor stressing that whilst the resident had 

withdrawn their claim, the resident still had a right to park on the area by prescription and 

would assert that right if necessary. Following a discussion it was agreed that the Council’s 

view was that a prescriptive right would not arise as a result of an illegal act. The resident 

was to be advised of this and of the Land Registry’s misinformation. It was also to be 

clarified that the Parish Council does not have a right to sell the land.        ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK 

The Clerk was to contact DBC regarding the static caravan at the Dog Inn and also the increasing 

number of caravans on the A68 near Oxley (just before Royal Oak).                 ACTION: PARISH CLERK  

146.2015 HEALTH AND SAFETY  

The risk assessments were due later in the month. 

The ROSPA report had arrived and identified a number of issues needing further attention, namely: 

- The fixings on the basket swing were showing signs of wear. It was noted that the fixings had 

been replaced by the manufacturer on installation as the original fixings were not 

compatible with the frame fixings. As the equipment was only 6 months old, the Clerk was to 

contact the manufacturer Online Playgrounds.    ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

 

- Some decay had been identified on the wooden supports for various items of equipment. On 

one of the supports the inspector had managed to insert a screwdriver into the timber. The 

timber was purchased about 10 years ago and it was possible that it was reaching the end of 

its expected life. This was to be considered further under the budget discussion. It had not 

been identified as an immediate or significant risk, but was certainly a consideration for the 

longer term. 

 

- One of the new Ramps on the skate park had been flagged by the inspector as being 

hazardous due to a gap between the ramp and the tarmac. It was noted as a medium to high 

risk, so the Clerk was to notify Rhino Ramps as soon as possible.     ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

 

- There was wear on the basket swings for smaller children. Cllr Anderson agreed that they 

needed to be replaced and additional funds were to be budgeted for this. 

Some smaller items, such as the replacement of missing caps were to be attended to. 

The report was made available to all councillors wishing to read it. 

 

147.2015 SPORTSFIELD 
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Cllr Anderson reported that all matches on the sportsfield had to be cancelled due to the extreme 

weather recently. He was to determine whether the pitches could be used over the coming weekend 

during tomorrow.  

The Clerk had completed the latest football foundation survey. 

 

 

 

148:2015 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Cllr Anderson advised that an awards for all grant application was to be submitted for the carpark 

soon.       ACTION: Cllr Anderson/Parish Clerk 

149:2015 REDWORTH 

It was understood that speed surveys had been undertaken in the Village recently, but the results 

were not known.  

Cllr Anderson had completed the planting in both villages. It was good to see that residents in 

Redworth had offered to help. 

150:2015 THE CHESTNUTS 

On behalf of Cllr Blenkinsopp, the Clerk advised that the noticeboard was in need of replacement 

following some recent damage. 

Work was underway for the new solar farm. Although it was clearly a messy job, particularly with 

recent poor weather, the contractors seemed to be keeping the surrounding roads clean. 

151:2015 PLANNING 

None. The Clerk had contacted DBC to ensure there had not been an oversight in the despatch of 

applications, as there had been a significant downturn recently. It was possible that the increase in 

permitted development rights was having an impact. 

152:2015 ACCOUNTS & BUDGET 2016-17 

The Clerk presented the monthly accounts and reconciliation to the meeting. Each transaction was 

noted.  

The balance at the end of October was £6,820. 

Cllr Lee joined the meeting. 

The draft budget for 16-17 which had been circulated prior to the meeting was tabled and discussed 

in detail. The following points were agreed: 

- Staff salaries were to be increased by the same percentage as applied in 2015 (3 or 3.5% - 

Clerk to check). 

 

- Play area maintenance was to increase from £300 to £800 to go some way towards 

addressing the issues identified by ROSPA. 
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- CCTV was not to be included in the budget at this stage. 

 

- The contingency was to increase from £200 to £500. Some of this may be allocated to the 

village fete planned for 11 and 12 June 2016. 

 

 

 

Cllr Bedocs was on the fete committee and made the following points/requests: 

- The fete was to take place over 2 days 

- It would involve both east and west green and include a wide range of activities 

- that the Parish council investigate whether the event would be covered on its insurance. 

- A lorry would be needed to create a stage on the road 

- First aid support would need to be arranged and financed 

Whilst no provision was to be made for the fete in the budget, the Councillors were confident that 

they could make some funding available once the requirements become clearer. 

Cllr Anderson was keen to complete the sportsfield by levelling the area directly behind the Cumby. 

100 tonnes of top soil would be needed to achieve that. It was agreed that the prospect of a 

donation of such soil should be considered – e.g. in relation to a local development such as Hitachi, 

provided any contamination issues were addressed. 

Once all budget items had been agreed, it was noted that the overall budget figure would be 

approximately £16,500. This was approximately £600 less than the previous year, though that year 

was exceptional as election fees were included. Nevertheless it was concluded that this budget was 

sufficiently generous to give some headroom when maintenance costs were inevitable, but not too 

generous so as to generate a surplus.  

The Clerk was instructed to inform DBC of the precept requirement. ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

153:2015 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Lee reported that he had stopped some boys from kicking a football against the sports pavilion. 

A discussion took place as to whether the activity should be stopped but it was agreed that there 

had been no significant damage to date, and use of the area was to be encouraged rather than 

harshly controlled. Cllr Teare was to ask DJ Camp to make an appropriate guard for the soft verges. 

     ACTION: CLLR TEARE  

Selling of drugs had been taking place at night time at the sportsfield car park. The police were 

aware, but the Clerk was to raise the Parish Council’s concerns with the police directly to ensure that 

patrols of the area were increased.            ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK  

The bonfire organised by the new landlord of the Bay Horse had gone well, with no adverse reports. 

It was noted that there would need to be a prohibition on vehicles driving over the green to the 

bonfire next year. 
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Cllr Lee reported that consultation was to be carried out in respect of school parking. As previously 

reported, parking was probably going to be allowed on Redworth road nearer to the school, with 

double yellow lines being painted along the brow of the hill and out towards Redworth. Yellow lines 

were also to be painted within the mouth of the school gates. 

The Redworth traffic survey was being done and the findings were to be reported by Cllr Lee. 

A meeting relating to local broadband was taking place in Summerhouse on 2 December. It was 

understood that £90K of funding had been allocated to rural broadband and Redworth residents 

were keen to try to benefit from it. 

 

154.2015 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Bedocs reported progress so far with the village fete to be held on 11 and 12 June 2016. A 

committee had been formed and it was hoping to formulate a constitution to open a bank account. 

Cllr Bedocs had been tasked with formally requesting permission to use the Village Greens.  

The main activities on the Saturday were to occur on West Green with a Sunday picnic on East 

Green. This would ensure that both of the Village Pubs were involved. There was also the possibility 

of a vintage car show and organ. It was possible that marquees would be hired and a hog roast and 

music. Subject to additional information relating to the number of cars and the dimensions of the 

organ, use of the village greens for this event WAS APPROVED. 

The general programme for the fete was to be completed during January and an information leaflet 

was to be circulated in the next few weeks. 

Any qualified first aiders willing to help needed to be identified and insurance cover needed to be 

investigated.         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Woodward agreed to assist with the necessary risk assessments. ACTION: CLLR WOODWARD    

The next fete meeting was to take place on 27 January at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Heighington. All 

Parish Councillors were encouraged to attend to get involved in and support this community event.            

        ACTION: ALL 

Cllr Lee reported that the white lines were to be repainted at the junction into Heighington from 

Redworth. 

In addition, the boulder on the corner near to the George and Dragon had been knocked out of 

position again. The Clerk was to chase up the delivery company whose vehicle struck the boulder or 

the Parish Council would arrange for it to be replaced at the cost of the haulier.  

ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Bedcs reported that the photocell on the roof of the toilet had been damaged by children and 

needed to be re-installed, possibly replaced.            ACTION: CLLR BEDOCS 

The Christmas lights were to be switched on at 5.45pm on 4 December. All were welcome. 

Residents had voiced concerns to Cllr Teare regarding conifers in a garden on Station road that were 

protruding into the road, forcing pedestrians to move from the path onto the road. The Clerk was to 

write to the owner to ask for the trees to be cut back.     ACTION: PARISH CLERK 
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Cllr Teare reported that the resident who was parking his camper van on the green had now moved 

it.  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 pm.  

 

 


