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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 

Cllr E Thompson  
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr L Bedocs 
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr G Lee 
     
  S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr M Woodward  
 

133:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Woodward had given his apologies. 

134.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

135:2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 20 OCTOBER 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 20 October 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

136:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

It was noted that the bonfire had gone well, there had been no issues reported and the green had 

been left tidy. The arrangements had been very last minute due to the ownership of the Bay Horse 

changing just beforehand. Next year the clerk was to put the arrangements on the agenda in 

September.        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

The Clerk had written to the Environmental Warden regarding the changes to litter picking 

arrangements for safety reasons. 

Regarding hedge cutting, it was agreed that the entire perimeter of the sports field needed cutting. 

Cllr Anderson was to speak to Maxwells about this.   ACTION: Cllr Anderson 

The Clerk gave cheques to Cllr Bedocs as follows: 

1. Village Fair Committee:  £500.00 

2. Heighington Village Hall Association: £1,500.00 

137.2016 DOCTOR’S SURGERY DISCUSSION 

It was reported that the doctors were no longer attending the meeting. Bewick Crescent surgery had 

decided to remain in its current premises. 
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138.2016 HEALTH AND SAFTETY  

Health & Safety inspections - Benches 

Cllr Anderson had carried out the Health and Safety inspections of all benches in the Parish. Three 

required attention. Cllr Garner had some oak that would be very durable and was to cut it to use for 

the repairs. Cllr Anderson was to provide the measurements.  ACTION: CLLR ANDERSON 

 

139.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

Regarding the report that the DBC grass cutter appeared to have damaged the gate of the MUGA 

nearest the skatepark, DBC had offered to jointly inspect the damage. The Clerk was to arrange a 

mutually convenient time to meet.          ACTION: Parish Clerk 

 It was noted that a repair would need to be carried out regardless of whether DBC admitted liability. 

Cllr Anderson would source the parts required from the original supplier Renny Company. 

The replacement spring for the elephant was £248.00 – the same price from both potential 

suppliers. IT WAS UNANIMOUSY AGREED that the Clerk could place the order. ACTION: Parish 

Clerk 

140:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Ongoing – nothing to report. 

141:2016 REDWORTH 

It was noted that the clay pigeon shooting was continuing. It was expected to move to a field in 

School Aycliffe by Eastfields shortly. 

Cllr Anderson reported that he had undertaken planting in the villages. There were now only 4 tubs 

in Redworth as 6 had been removed that were beyond repair. There were a further 5 on Grangeside, 

plus the stone planters. Whilst it was considered that there were adequate tubs for now, in future 

any purchase would more likely be for concrete tubs which have been much more durable. 

Representatives of the Redworth Traffic Committee attended the meeting to clarify the current 

intentions of the committee regarding the purchase of speed signs. They reported that 2 signs were 

to be purchased. It was unclear whether the cost of each sign was £2000 or £2500 plus VAT. There 

was no plan to buy the USB cables or any other extras offered. The Paris Council re-iterated that its 

offer was to purchase one unit up to a maximum cost of £2000 plus VAT. It would then donate the 

unit to the traffic committee which would then be fully responsible for it. The PC would be able to 

reclaim the VAT over and above the £2K, so its gross outlay would be £2000 plus VAT. The 

Committee would need to pay any surplus over and above this, including any VAT payable. IT WAS 

AGREED THAT the committee would speak to its supplier and ask that an invoice is raised against 

HPC for one unit at a cost of £2000 plus VAT. They were wanting to proceed asap. 

 142:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Bedocs reported that the police were present at the solar farm earlier in the day, but the reason 

was not yet known. 
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143:2016 PLANNING 

The Clerk reported that DBC had reconfirmed that plans would no longer be provided to Parish 

Councils. 

Planning Application Ref: 16/01062/FUL was tabled. It related to the proposed erection of a single 

detached garage at 12 Westwood Avenue. The Clerk was instructed to give a no comment response 

as inadequate information was available to assess the proposal.   ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

144:2016 ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET 2017/18 

The budget for 2017-18 was tabled for discussion and the following points were agreed: 

 The PC needed to consider the fact that the CTS grant would no longer be paid to them. 

 Football income was down slightly due to reduced team numbers 

 The audit fee had reduced now that the account transactions were back to an ordinary level 

following the development of the changing rooms 

 Play area maintenance costs were unpredictable and could be significant at times. 

As a result of the above, the clerk was to prepare budget figures which are the same as 16-17, but: 

 Audit costs are reduced to £300 

 Insurance costs increase slightly to cover the new mower 

 Football income to stay the same 

 Play area maintenance to stay the same, but the overall contingency to be increased from 

£500 to £1000.       ACTION: Parish Clerk 

The monthly accounts were tabled and all income and expenditure reviewed. It was noted that there 

was still a slight discrepancy in the figures, but that it had reduced to around £12.00. 

The Clerk was to prepare a separate spreadsheet to record expenditure made from the Community 

fund, though it was noted that the fund would still be paid into/remain in the Parish bank account.  

145:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Lee reported on consultation by the boundary commission on a recommendation that rural 

areas (including Heighington Parish) are brought into the Darlington MP’s constituency as opposed 

to the current arrangement where the relevant MP is the MP for Sedgefield. Opinions on the 

recommendation are to be made to the boundary Commission who are independent and neutral. An 

email had been circulated regarding this and it was noted that Parish Councillors should respond in 

their personal capacities. The clerk was to provide a copy to Cllr Thompson. ACTION: ALL 

The Clerk tabled a request from Richmond Castle Clog to hold a dance event on the village green on 

30 June – 2 July 2017. The proposals involved dance workshops to be held in the Village Hall and the 

use of the green to present dancing styles. This would involve placing temporary wooden boards on 

the green in three areas for a few hours on 1 July and placing boards on the tarmac surfaces around 

the Village Hall. Music would be played during the performances and a brass and pipe band were to 
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attend. IT WAS AGREED that subject to Richmond Castle Clog liaising with the Village Hall, the PC had 

no objection to the event proceeding. The Clerk was to notify RCC accordingly. ACTION: Parish Clerk   

 

An email had been circulated from Michelle Chadwick who was organising the “Light up Heighington 

for Kieran” campaign. She was proposing to hold a Carol concert on the green on 29 November 2016 

at 6.30pm to raise funds for Kieran’s charity. The event was to include Darlington Operatics society, 

Music from Cockerton silver band, a stage and visitors including Santa from the Polar Express. The 

bay horse may make some food available. 

Cllr Lee had assisted Ms Chadwick in ensuring that the health and safety and regulatory 

requirements had been attended to, with help from DBC (i.e. road closure, risk assessment). The WI 

were also helping. 

IT WAS AGREED that this important charity be supported and permission be given for the event to 

proceed. The Councillors praised the efforts of Ms Chadwick in supporting the Maxwell family and 

bringing the community together. 

 146.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

- It was noted that rubbish from the recent litter pick had been left in the Village for longer than 

usual due to Cllr Anderson being on holiday. In future, Cllr Garner said that litter could be left at 

his premises on Highside Rd if Cllr Anderson was away. 

 

- Cllr Bedocs had been complimented on the cleanliness of the village by a recent visitor, which 

was pleasing. 

 

- With regard to the village orchard it was suggested that the triangular area of land belonging to 

DBC near to the roundabout/Woodward’s farm would be an ideal site. The Clerk was to seek the 

comments of Mr and Mrs Woodward via Cllr Woodward in the first instance. 

    ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

- Cllr Garner raised concerns about the number of vehicles now parked at Redhouse, where a 

static caravan was a previous source of complaint. Cllr lee confirmed that DBC were dealing with 

this. 

 

- Mr Routledge attended the meeting with his preliminary plans to make a planning application to 

build 9 houses on part of a field to the east of the village (approx 1 acre in total) accessed from 

East Green. He wanted any feedback from the PC at this early stage. A discussion took place 

regarding the proposals and concerns were expressed that access may be an issue and this was 

to be discussed with DBC first. The number of properties proposed was likely to need improved 

access, but this may not be possible as the current access is over village green. Mr Routledge 

was to address this issue with DBC in the first instance and come back to the parish council once 

this is done. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00 pm.  

 


