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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19th MAY 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr C Teare (Chairman) 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
  Mr L Bedocs 
  Mr L Garner 
 
  S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr B Anderson 

Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
Cllr G Lee 
 

057.2016 WELCOME BY CLLR C TEARE 

Cllr Teare opened the meeting. There were no parishioners in attendance. 

058.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

None. 

059.2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON 12 MAY 2015 

The minutes of the annual Parish meeting held on 12 May 2015 were approved as an accurate 

record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

060.2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

There were no matters arising.  

During the year the Parish Council had been pleased to secure an income stream for community 

projects from the solar farm community benefit fund. It had been unable so far to secure funding for 

an extension to the sportsfield carpark but it was hoped that this would be reconsidered, possibly as 

part of a wider improvement scheme for the entire site. A defibrillator had been installed on the 

sportsfield, funded by a national charity and training had been organised for any parishioners who 

wished to undertake it. The Parish Council was also pleased to be supporting the village fair taking 

place in June for the first time in many years.  

061:2016 QUESTIONS 

None 

062:2015 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

None 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.05pm. 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19h MAY 2016 AT 7.05 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr C Teare (Chairman) 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
  Mr L Bedocs 
  Mr L Garner 
 
  S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr B Anderson  

Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
Cllr G Lee 

 

063:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Anderson, Cllr Blenkinsopp and Cllr Lee. 

064:2016 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

The Parish Clerk read out a letter from Cllr Anderson dated 11 May 2016 asking to be considered for 

the position of chairman. Cllr Teare proposed that Cllr Anderson be re-elected chairman. Cllr Bedocs 

seconded the proposal and Cllr Anderson WAS UNANIMOUSLY RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN. 

065:2016 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

Cllr French took the chair while the election of the vice chairman was considered. Cllr French 

proposed that Cllr Teare be re-elected vice chairman. This was seconded by Cllr Woodward and Cllr 

Teare WAS UNANIMOUSLY RE-ELECTED VICE CHAIRMAN. 

066.2016 REVIEW OF BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATORIES 

The Clerk confirmed that current signatories were Cllr Anderson, Cllr French and the Clerk and this 

had operated efficiently during the year. IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that this should be 

unchanged. 

067:2016 ACCOUNTS ENDING 31 MARCH 2016 

The accounts up to 31 March that had been tabled and approved at the April Parish Council Meeting 

and were now with the internal auditor. This was to be discussed further as part of the main 

business of the meeting. 

The agenda now follows that of an ordinary meeting: 

068.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

069:2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21 APRIL 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 21 April 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 
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070:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Cllr Bedocs had painted the white tubs in the village with paint supplied by Cllr Anderson. There was 

a tub remaining on east green near the George and Dragon, but it needed repositioning and 

emptying. Cllr Woodward was to arrange this so Cllr Bedocs could complete the painting. 

           ACTION: 

CLLR WOODWARD  

It was agreed that the gents toilets should be repainted prior to the village fair. Cllr Bedocs was 

happy to paint but would need assistance to paint in upper areas. Volunteers were needed to assist. 

            ACTION: ALL  

The Clerk confirmed that she sent a cheque to the village fair committee shortly after the last 

meeting for the Parish Council’s £500 donation. It was very gratefully received by the committee. 

071.2016 HEALTH AND SAFTETY 

No matters to report, save that the benches needed to be inspected before they can be painted in 

case any repairs are needed. 

072.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

The Parish Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place on 11 May with the football team 

managers to discuss the facilities and required maintenance. 

It had been confirmed that planning would be needed for advertising boards.  

The pitches were to be reseeded around goal mouth areas and drainage was being looked at again 

due to significant problems over the last season. 

The managers had some ideas regarding pitch reconfiguration to get an additional pitch on the site 

and were going to make some suggestions. It may be that the area to the side of the changing rooms 

would be levelled to make an additional smaller pitch. The school were going to start charging for 

the use of its pitch so there was an incentive to move from that site, though the managers 

understood that the Parish Council would charge for its pitch too. Additional storage was needed 

too, for equipment and a new sit on mower. It was being considered how this could be 

accommodated either by extension to the changing rooms or an on site container. 

The teams were still considering the purchase of a new sit on mower and were to be put in contact 

with Cllr Blenkinsopp. 

The football managers had suggested converting the MUGA to a new multisport surface. The cost of 

this was being investigated so the proposal could then be considered formally. It was noted that the 

MUGA was not being used as hoped and this proposal may give it a new lease of life. The point was 

made that the quality of the tarmacking had been extremely poor on installation. 

Cllr Garner noticed that the football teams had installed netting on the fence between the 

sportsfield and the farm and he was concerned that it posed a danger to wildlife. He requested a site 

visit be arranged to assess the netting. The clerk was to arrange this on Cllr Anderson’s return. It was 
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understood that the farmer was not happy with this arrangement either and it may not have been 

approved by the Parish Council in any event. The clerk was to check this.   ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

073:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Due to the various proposals of the football managers that were in their early stages, it was 

apparent that a collective fundraising effort may be co-ordinated and that this may be a better route 

for securing carpark extension funding than looking at the extension alone, which was not a very 

attractive proposal to funders.  

A discussion took place regarding the possibility of making a temporary extension to the carpark, 

using pin kerbing and hardcore until such time as funding can be secured to tarmac the area, which 

was the most costly element of the works. It was agreed that this should be given further 

consideration. 

The point was made that the school must make a contribution to these costs as the most significant 

user of the facility. It may be that the match funding already agreed should be discussed again. 

074:2016 REDWORTH 

It had been reported at the last PACT meeting that a burglary had occurred in Redworth recently.  

The planters had been painted as part of the annual maintenance plan. 

The traffic committee had reported that they had identified their preferred speed sign but the 

installation of a power supply by DBC was going to delay the project. The Clerk had confirmed that 

their funding would be made available as and when needed. 

It was noted that next Parish Council meeting would be held at Redworth Village Hall. The agenda 

was to include an item to discuss whether a meeting should continue to be held there each year 

going forward. No residents tended to come along and parking constraints made a meeting difficult. 

If a meeting was still needed, it would continue. The clerk was to add this to the agenda.  

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK  

075:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Teare needed to know whether Cllr Blenkinsopp had a key for the new notice board. 

076:2016 PLANNING 

No Planning had been received during the month.  

077:2016 ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT 2016 

The accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016 and the accounting statements in the audit pack 

were circulated and reviewed. IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT the accounts and statements 

be APPROVED. 

The annual governance statement was read out by the Clerk and IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED 

THAT the statement was APPROVED. The Clerk was authorised to complete the audit and on its 

return from the internal auditor it was to be submitted to BDO.                  ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

078:2016 INSURANCE RENEWAL 



HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 7 The Garth, School Aycliffe, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham. DL5 6QL 

5 
 

The Clerk was dealing with this as part of the 5 year contract. There were no additional assets to 

include for the year.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

 

079.2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr Woodward had received a letter from the George and Dragon regarding their plans to hold an 

annual music and beer festival. They wanted to erect marquees (Cllr Woodward understood they 

were gazebos) to provide some cover from rain if needed.  

Following a discussion it was agreed that the use of the green for the event was to be permitted 

subject to the gazebos/marquees being erected 2 working days before and dismantled 2 working 

days after. The clerk was to write to the G&D accordingly.   ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

080.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Bedocs talked through the programme for the village fair. He advised that a scarecrow trail was 

to take place around the green as part of the village fair and the fair committee nominated the PC to 

make a scarecrow to place in the memorial garden. The PC agreed to participate.  

         

ACTION: CLLR TEARE/PARISH CLERK 

  

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.15 pm.  

 

 


