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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17 MARCH 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr C Teare (Chairman) 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr L Bedocs  
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
   

S Lenegan  
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr B Anderson 

Cllr G Blenkinsopp  
Cllr G Lee 

 
030:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Anderson, Cllr Blenkinsopp and Cllr Lee.  

031.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

Cllr Teare had an interest in a planning application that was on the agenda and was not to 

participate in that discussion. 

032.2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 18 FEBRUARY 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 18 February 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

033:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk advised that the replacement links for the basket swing had arrived free of charge from 

the supplier and replaced by Cllr Anderson. Photographs of the worn parts had been sent to the 

supplier for any comment they had. To date, they had not replied. 

034.2016 HEALTH AND SAFETY  

The inspections had been done and there was nothing to report. 

Replacement links – see above. 

Cllr Thompson had attended an Events Management seminar earlier in the Month which gave useful 

guidance relevant to the forthcoming fair and in particular a Safety Advisory Group specialising in 

such events. Cllr Thompson gave the details to the Clerk for safekeeping. 

035.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Teare had ordered replacement dry verge for the sports pavilion. The design was such that it was 

robust enough to withstand ball games. Installation involved the removal of all existing plastic. 
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The clerk had made enquiries regarding a new electricity tariff. Currently the 1 year deal was at 

better rates than 3 years. The supplier said that the current tariff ended in July. The clerk was to 

check this. 

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK  

The Clerk and Cllr Lee had contacted the police regarding reports of drug related behaviour in the 

Sportsfield carpark. The Clerk had received an acknowledgement from both the police and Steve 

Dolby. The police had had no recent complaints about this. Cllr Bedocs had been advised that the 

activity may be occurring in the memorial garden area at the bottom of the sportsfield and had 

advised Steve Dolby accordingly at the recent PACT meeting.  

036:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

There had been no further progress with this. The Clerk and Cllr Anderson were to consider Awards 

for All after the Inspired Facilities grant failed. The point was made that the use by the school of the 

car park had made it more difficult to apply for a sport related loan and the school’s regular use of 

the carpark should be reflected in the contribution it makes to carpark improvement.  

037:2016 REDWORTH 

The traffic committee were still considering the most appropriate spec for their sign. 

Cllr Teare had seen traffic monitoring carried out in Staindrop recently where the police had 

installed a temporary sign which used emoji to indicate whether a driver’s speed was appropriate. 

Whilst this was a temporary measure and did not appear to result in prosecutions, it did appear to 

be effective. 

Cllr Bedocs had been informed that dog mess had become an issue in Redworth again – particularly 

on the green and this appeared to coincide with the Borough Council’s recent announcement that it 

would no longer be prosecuting such cases – along with littering. The clerk advised that some signs 

had been purchased a couple of years ago to put on lampposts regarding cleaning up after dogs. The 

clerk was to find whether there were any left over and if not to order some more. It was agreed that 

whilst some should be used near Redworth green, a sign should be displayed in the notice board to 

indicate the Parish remains committed to promoting responsible dog ownership. 

The Clerk was also to contact DBC to find out exactly what current policy is. ACTION: PARISH CLERK   

038:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Blenkinsopp had provided measurements for the estate notice board and Cllr Teare was to make 

another board time permitting at cost. The Councillors thanked Cllr Teare for all of his efforts with 

this.                            ACTION: Cllr Teare 

039:2016 PLANNING 

The Clerk had replied to DBC regarding future planning consultations and had pointed out that: 

- Not all councillors had internet access 

- It was not available at the meeting venue. 

- it would be time consuming and costly for each Parish Clerk to arrange a copy. 
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- hard copies of applications should continue to be produced and if this was not possible for 

all applications, it would be essential for any large projects proposed within the parish. 

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

As an interim measure this month, the Clerk had intended to review the month’s applications online 

and provide a summary at the meeting. However, when going to use the system on Wednesday, it 

was not operating. The Clerk contacted DBC and was told that the Council’s router had been down 

during Wednesday and Thursday morning.  

It was agreed that this was highly unsatisfactory and that the Council appeared to be making cuts 

that were passing cost onto the parishes or that were not appropriate in any event. Even if the clerk 

could access the website, the Parish did not have the facilities to print copy plans.  

The following applications for the month were tabled (covering letters only): 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00156/FUL was considered. It related to the conversion of an 

existing garage into habitable accommodation and a rear single storey extension at 8 

Twinsburn Road. Without full details being available, the Parish Councillors were not 

prepared to approve the application and the clerk was to issue a no comment response due 

to lack of information.        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00112/FUL was considered. It related to amendments to an 

approved orangery extension at 4 Twinsburn Close. Cllr Teare was involved in this 

application and did not participate in the discussion relating to it. Without full details being 

available, the Parish Councillors were not prepared to approve the application and the clerk 

was to issue a no comment response due to lack of information.     ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK 

 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00088/FUL was considered. It related to the demolition and 

replacement of a single storey rear extension at 33 Hawthorn Drive, School Aycliffe. 

Without full details being available, the Parish Councillors were not prepared to approve the 

application and the clerk was to issue a no comment response due to lack of information.   

        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00055/LBC was considered. It related to listed building 

consent for 7 replacement windows at 43 Church View, Heighington. Without full details 

being available, the Parish Councillors were not prepared to approve the application and 

the clerk was to issue a no comment response due to lack of information.    ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

It was noted that the planning committee had considered some amendments to a replacement 

planting scheme at Jubilee Wood Farm. Its decision was not yet known. 

040:2016 ACCOUNTS  

The monthly accounts and reconciliation were circulated to the meeting. As it was year end, without 

allowing for any expenditure yet to be allocated (e.g. expenditure on replacement bucket swings) 
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and allowing for the contribution to the Redworth Speeding sign, the PC account had a balance of 

approximately £7,800. This did not include for an allocation to a maintenance sinking fund. 

A discussion took place regarding the cuts suggested by DBC, including the CT grant. 

 

 

 

As requested at the last meeting the Clerk confirmed that in the 15-16 financial year, DBC paid the 

following to Heighington PC: 

- Precept - £16,046 

- CT Grant - £1,463 

- Warden Contribution - £4,000 

Due to proposed cuts it was noted that the Parish was likely to face increasing pressure to fund its 

own services etc. in future. 

041:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Community Fair –The clerk had been contacted by the Parish Council’s insurers who were concerned 

that this event was not a parish event, but a committee event that may not be insured under the 

parish insurance. If this was the case, separate insurance would need to be arranged and the current 

insurers could attend to this on completion of the form. The Clerk requested a decision on this point 

– i.e. is the Parish Council arranging and taking full responsibility for the event. Following a detailed 

discussion it was agreed that just like other community events (e.g. the bonfire) it was not and that 

stand alone insurance was likely to be needed. However, the Clerk was to seek two quotations at 

this stage.           ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

 The fair committee was also to be referred to the Safety Advisory Committee referred to earlier.  

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Bedocs reported that the next fair committee meeting would take place on 3 April. 

 

The Clerk circulated a sample coin/medal that had been produced to commemorate the Queen’s 

birthday and was only available to schools and councils. It was not considered appropriate to incur 

expenditure in relation to these at this time. 

The Clerk was to send a copy of recent minutes to Vernon Mason. ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

042.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Teare had removed the Christmas tree lights which were still working so would hopefully be 

used again. 
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Cllr Teare had also repositioned the boulder on the corner of the green near the George and Dragon. 

He was considering installing a post of some description to stop it from being dislodged again. It was 

agreed that a second smaller stone may be more effective. Cllr Teare was to consider this.                  

  ACTION: CLLR TEARE 

It appears to be the brewery wagon that dislodges the boulder when manoeuvring. The Clerk was to 

write to the haulier and ask that a different route is taken if possible. ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25 pm.  


