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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16th JUNE 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
Cllr C Teare 

  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr M Woodward (from 7.15pm) 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr L Bedocs 
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr G Lee 
 
  S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
 

081:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Blenkinsopp due to illness. 

082.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

083:2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 19 MAY 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 19 May 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

084:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk had renewed the Parish Council’s insurance and paid the premium. 

The music festival hosted by the George and Dragon appeared to have gone well, but they did not 

comply with the conditions stipulated by the Parish Council for use of the Green. The Clerk was to 

write to them regarding this.      ACTION PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Anderson had inspected the netting that had been fastened to the fence at the football field and 

was satisfied that it would not cause any issues. He was, however, to speak to Mr Woodward to 

ensure that he is happy with it.       ACTION: CLLR 

ANDERSON 

The clerk reported that the owners of the former Cumby had requested that the hedge is trimmed 

as it has become extremely tall in places. Cllr Anderson was to find out why the hedges had not been 

cut yet. It was noted that it was not permitted to cut them now until September, but arrangements 

would be made then. The Clerk was to advise the residents accordingly. ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

085.2016 HEALTH AND SAFTETY 

Cllr Anderson had carried out the Health and Safety inspections. There were no issues to report. 
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086.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Teare had completed the replacement of the dry verges. The Councillors thanked him for 

completing this work. 

A complaint had been made by Mr Spinks regarding dog fouling at the park. He had also contacted 

DBC about this but had been told that nothing could be done. The Clerk was to contact DBC to 

determine the dog fouling rules on sites such as the sports field.             ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

The football managers were also to be asked to assist in ensuring that any spectators are made 

aware of the no dogs policy in place at the sportsfield.    ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

Cllr Lee tabled a copy of the revised traffic charter for parents driving to school and the details were 

noted.  The charter was to be enforced by levying fines on those failing to observe it. 

Cllr Anderson requested permission to apply for planning permission for: 

 The car park extension 

 An extension to the changing rooms of 3.5m in width. 

The changing rooms extension was required for the storage of equipment. 

The DBC fee was approximately £200. IT WAS AGREED THAT the application could be submitted. It 

may also be possible to include an application for the football teams advertisement boards in the 

same submission.      ACTION: CLLR ANDERSON/PARISH 

CLERK 

Cllr Anderson also asked for consideration to be given to the purchase of a sit on mower for the 

sportsfield. Cllr Blenkinsopp had the opportunity to purchase an ex demonstration model (A TC184T) 

at a significant discount (usually £3K plus VAT, but £1416 plus VAT was the discounted price). This 

would be ideal for the sportsfield but also for the areas that are currently strimmed by the warden. 

A discussion took place regarding the use of a sit on mower. It was agreed that unless tightly 

controlled, this activity posed significant risks to the Parish Council in terms of injury to a user or 

third party, damage to third party property or damage to the mower itself. After a lengthy debate IT 

WAS AGREED THAT: 

 The clerk was to check with insurers whether they would have any requirements to be 

observed 

 The clerk was to check with Cllr Blenkinsopp whether any user training was required. 

 There was to be a strict policy of named drivers only. 

Subject to these matters being investigated and resolved, Cllr Anderson was authorised to proceed 

and purchase the mower.    ACTION: PARISH CLERK/CLLR ANDERSON 

 

Cllr Anderson tabled a request from a Mr Enzor for permission to use the sportsfield for a family 

picnic/sports venue following a wedding on 24 July. It was agreed that this request could be granted 
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as there would be adequate space, even accounting for the football activities that would be taking 

place. Mr Enzor was to be advised accordingly.   ACTION: PARISH CLERK  

 

 

The clerk had received a letter from the owners of the former Cumby. The letter was read out to the 

meeting. They were requesting that in return for the payment of £5,000 that the Parish Council 

removes its rights of access to the sportsfield over the Cumby site from the property register. Cllr 

Lee had sought an explanation of the reasons behind the request had not concerned the owners 

when they purchased the site. The owners’ explanation appeared to rest on concerns about the 

proposed development at Beech Crescent encouraging people to try to use the right of way and did 

not have any basis.  IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that it was not appropriate for the Parish 

Council to “sell” these rights and they were not to be relinquished.  The clerk was to reply 

accordingly.           

 ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

087:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Ongoing – nothing to report. 

088:2016 REDWORTH 

A discussion took place regarding the proposal of Cllr Garner that a parish council meeting is no 

longer held annually in Redworth. The reasons for this proposal were that no parishioners had 

attended the meeting in recent years and that the parking facilities were very limited unlike in 

Heighington. Residents were always welcome in Heighington, and they had been happy to attend at 

Heighington recently in relation to the speeding campaign. 

Whilst these issues were understood, it was noted that it was important to offer the opportunity for 

Redworth residents to attend ameeting in their own village, even if the opportunity was not being 

used. A vote was taken and it was voted 4: 3 with one councillor abstaining that the meeting should 

continue to be held in Redworth Village.  

089:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Teare advised that he had a spare key for the new notice board which he was to give to Cllr 

Anderson.        ACTION: CLLR TEARE 

090:2016 PLANNING 

Three planning applications had been received during the month (letters only). 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00380/FUL was considered. It related to retrospective 

planning permission for 2 dwellings that had been erected at park House Farm, Highside 

Road. The clerk had circulated some details from the planning portal but it had been very 

difficult to determine what had occurred. It did not seen possible that two properties had 

been constructed without planning consent. The Clerk was to request further details from 

DBC. It it is indeed correct that procedures had been ignored by the developer it was only 

appropriate for a firm objection to be lodged.   ACTION: PARISH CLERK 
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- Planning Application Ref: 16/00532/FUL was tabled. It related to the erection of a detached 

dwelling house adjacent to 2 Main Road, Redworth. As no plans or supporting information 

had been provided by DBC for the parish council’s consideration, it had no alternative but to 

lodge a NO COMMENT REPLY.     ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

 

- Planning Application Ref 16/00517/FUL was tabled relating to the conversion of an integral 

garage and the erection of a rear 2 storey extension at 51 Pinewood Crescent Heighington. 

For the same reasons as above the Clerk was instructed to issue a NO COMMENT response.

               ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

091:2016 ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT 2016 

The internal audit had been completed and there were no issues to report save for a minor 

recommendation regarding rounding up of figures. The audit pack was tabled and signed accordingly 

by Cllr Teare who was acting as chariman when the accounts and statements were approved in May. 

The clerk was to return the completed audit to BDO.         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

The monthly accounts were tabled and no issues were raised save that bank charges of £8 had been 

incurred following the return of one of the football team cheques for non payment. 

092:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr lee had circulated an email regarding consultation regarding “call for sites” i.e. land 

recommended as having potential for development. Submissions would be accepted until 15 August 

2016, though an earlier response was recommended as a meeting of owners agents and developers 

was due to take place on 20 July.  

The Clerk had received a query from a Highside Road resident regarding ownership of a strip of grass 

land between the road and the properties. The Clerk recommended the resident contacted the land 

registry. Cllr Lee confirmed that enquiry so far indicated that no one appeared to own this land. 

093.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

- Cllr Anderson advised that Mrs Garner had very kindly donated 1560 plants for use in the parish. 

A letter of thanks had been prepared and the donation was very much appreciated. 

 

- Cllr Garner had been contacted by a resident concerned about the muck pit that was being used 

for disposal of waste at Walworth. It was creating a terrible smell but also appeared to present a 

danger as it was not fenced off adequately. Other councillors were also aware of concerns about 

this. It was noted that it was not within HPC’s jurisdiction. Cllr Lee asked that the resident be put 

in contact with him.       ACTION: CLLR GARNER 

 

- Cllr Teare had been contacted by a resident concerned about speeding on Beech Crescent. It was 

noted that this was an ongoing concern but there was very little that could be done. Although 

people complained about cars parked in that area, they did in fact assist in slowing vehicles 

down. 

 

- Cllr Lee reported that a head on crash had occurred in Redworth the previous Saturday evening. 
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- A thank you letter was to be sent to Mr McGarry for his work on the sign at Snackgate Lane 

which had been restored to a very high standard.    ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

 

- Cllr Bedocs thanked Cllr Teare for an excellent effort in preparing a scarecrow for the village fair. 

It was of a great likeness to Cllr Anderson. Cllr Teare thanked Cllr Woodward for his donation of 

straw. 

 

 

- The fair had been a great success and was much enjoyed by both residents and visitors. It was 

one of only a few celebrations held locally so visitors had travelled from a good distance. The 

post fair clean up had been carried out to a very high standard. 

 

- Cllr Lee reported that an event was to be held in Heighington Village Hall on 20 June attended by 

Phil Wilson to discuss the forthcoming referendum on membership of the EU. 

 

- A number of councillors had attended the recent presentation regarding the proposed 

development behind beech crescent. It was odd that the developer had decided not to consult 

DBC at an early stage. As a general criticism there was a lack of off street parking. The green area 

in the middle of the development was to act as soakaway for the site so could not be adapted to 

provide parking. There were also concerns regarding the access point on to Beech Crescent 

which would increase the existing traffic dangers in that area. The formal application was 

awaited. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40 pm.  

 

 


