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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21 JULY 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
Cllr C Teare 

  Cllr E Thompson (from 7.05pm) 
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr L Bedocs 
  Cllr L Garner 
   
  S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr G Lee 
  Cllr M Woodward 
 

094:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Lee and Cllr Woodward was not in attendance. 

095.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

096:2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 16 JUNE 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 16 June 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

097:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk had written to the George and Dragon regarding the gazebos but had not received a reply. 

It was noted that a remaining gazebo was encroaching on the green. The Clerk was to contact 

Enterprise Inns regarding this advising that failure to move it may result in contact with the Borough 

Solicitor and if they continue to refuse to co-operate, consent will not be granted for future events.

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

With regard to hedgecutting, the Clerk was to contact Cllr Woodward to ask what his family’s 

arrangements were.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

The Clerk had contacted the dog warded but had not received a reply to date. 

Cllr Anderson signed a letter to a resident thanking them for restoring a sign. 

The Clerk had written to the owners of the Cumby site as instructed at the last meeting.  
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098.2016 HEALTH AND SAFTETY 

Cllr Anderson had carried out the Health and Safety inspections. There were no issues to report. 

A grass cutter had been purchased from Husqvarna as approved at the last meeting for a total cost 

of £1700 (inc VAT). A training session was hosted by a Husqvarna on delivery. Nominated drivers 

were: 

 Cllr Anderson 

 David Brassell (football manager) 

 The Environmental Warden once briefed in its use. 

The Clerk had added the mower to the insurance schedule and asset register. A revised asset register 

was circulated an after consideration was APPROVED.  

Cllr Anderson was to provide a pre use checklist for the grass cutter as part of the risk management 

programme. It was agreed that this was to include a “walk around” checklist to be undertaken prior 

to each session of use. The pre use inspection was to be carried out and recorded in a log book. After 

use the number of hours of use and any usage issues were also to be recorded in the log. 

         ACTION: CLLR ANDERSON 

The mower was an important purchase as the Local authority was to reduce its cutting cycle to 30 

days which was not sufficient for the football fields. The cutter would reduce the need to carry out 

additional strimming and would enable about 90% of the parish playing fields to be cut.   

The Parish Council’s risk review document was to be updated by the Clerk for consideration at the 

September meeting.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

099.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Anderson reported that a football tournament took place on the first weekend of July. It was 

very well organised with plenty of Stewards. 48 teams participated. Although parking was difficult, 

the area proposed for the car park extension was opened up and accommodated about 16 cars. The 

club raised about £1200 for its teams over the 2 days. 

On the Sunday a complaint had been made to the police regarding parking. The police had advised 

that in future they should be consulted in advance as they would be happy to provide advice and lay 

cones in areas where parking should not occur, such as the opening to junctions. The Clerk was to 

advise Jim Barr.        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

An agency was to monitor parking from September and would be able to issue on the spot fines. 

Cllr Bedocs was obtaining speed monitoring equipment from the police for use on Station Road. He 

reported that 3 PACT groups on the area were to close, but the Heighington group was well 

attended and was to continue. 

100:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Ongoing – nothing to report. 

101:2016 REDWORTH 

Nothing to report. 
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102:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Nothing to report. 

103:2016 PLANNING 

The Clerk had already circulated a letter from DBC advising that it was no longer going to provide 

plans to Parish Council’s to enable them to consider planning applications. Apparently 3 Parish 

Councils were in favour of the proposal. It WAS AGREED THAT the clerk was to write to DBC and ask 

which PCs had endorsed the proposal so that it could write to them to find out how they were 

approaching their planning roles now and also to offer to pay the cost of providing a set of 

documents as some councillors did not have internet access.    

 ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Planning Application Ref: 16/00547/FUL was considered. It related to the change of use of 

agricultural land at the Dog Inn, Heighington to holiday caravan site/utilities block/access upgrade. A 

planning statement had been downloaded, but no plans were available. On the limited information 

available it was noted that: 

- Only people holidaying should be allowed to use the site 

- There should be no permanent dwelling on the site 

- To deal with the above issues, there should be a restriction as to the number of months it is 

to be operational. 

- Details of improvements to access had not been reviewed but there would need to be 

significant improvements as the current access point would be unsafe if traffic increased. It 

is already a very dangerous junction. 

- The adjacent shooting activity needed to be considered 

- The flooding area in the access road needed to be considered 

        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

- Planning Application Ref: 16/00660/FUL was tabled. It related to the demolition of an 

existing conservatory and the erection of a single storey extension to the rear of 13 West 

Green, Heighington. As no plans or supporting information had been provided by DBC for 

the parish council’s consideration, it had no alternative but to lodge a NO COMMENT REPLY.

         ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

 

104:2016 ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT 2016 

The clerk had needed to request additional time from BDO to submit the audit pack due to a timing 

issue with receipt of the precept which made the figures difficult to present. She had taken advice 

from the internal auditor and had now completed the submission. 

The monthly accounts were tabled and all income and expenditure reviewed. It was noted that 

unbudgeted plumbing costs had been incurred following a blockage in the gents toilets in the village.  

105:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 
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Cllr Bedocs reported that there was demand within the village for a community noticeboard. It was 

agreed that this was not currently an option but that the main noticeboard was available if needed, 

subject to space constraints. 

 

The Clerk was to provide Councillor details for display in the notice boards. ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

106.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

- The Clerk read out a thank you letter from the Village Fair Committee for the Parish Council’s 

donation. It was noted that there were already plans to hold another fair next year. The 2016 

fair raised about £1600 which was to be used to part fund the next event. A slide show of photos 

from the event was planned for September/October time. 

 

- The electricity contract on the sports field was to expire at the end of August. The Clerk had 

obtained quotes from the current supplier and was to obtain a comparable quote from British 

Gas. It was difficult to generate much interest from business suppliers as usage was so low. 

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

-  An anonymous complaint had been received via Cllr Lee. It was noted that such complaints 

could not be considered and Cllr lee was to be advised accordingly. ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

- Concern was expressed for the Warden’s safety when litter picking on the bypass roads into and 

out of the village. It was difficult to see him clearly when the grass was so long and the verges 

were steep with no means of getting out of traffic’s way if necessary. The clerk was to advise the 

Warden accordingly.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

- The Clerk was also to ask DBC to arrange for the verges to be cut along Redworth Road. 

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.  

 

 


