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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16 JULY 2015 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr L Bedocs (from 7.30pm) 
  Cllr G Lee 
 
  S Lenegan 
   
NOT PRESENT: Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
 
100:2015 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None 

101.2015 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

102:2015 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 18 JUNE 2015 

The minutes of the meeting on 18 June 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

103:2015 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk had contacted DBC for help with risk assessments of the Environmental Warden’s role and 

it was hoped that they would send through copies of the assessments they use for similar roles. Cllr 

Woodward was to provide copies of those used for lone workers etc. so that Cllr Anderson and the 

Clerk could carry out the assessment.     ACTION: CLLR WOODWARD 

A detailed discussion took place regarding the traffic problems relating to the school run. Cllr Lee 

explained in detail the charter that had been implemented some years ago to alleviate as many 

congestion issues as possible. The charter implemented an informal “one way system”, a drop off 

point for older children and general guidelines about where to park. Whilst it was not infallible, it 

certainly improved traffic matters if everyone followed it. It could not, of course, provide for 

inconsiderate driving and parking which was always going to be a problem around a school. This, 

along with the new yellow line system planned for Redworth Road and the possible car park 

extension, was all that could be done.  

The Clerk had contacted DBC regarding permit holders only status for Hopelands, but was advised 

that this was not possible as it was designed for areas that experienced non residents parking all day 

and would not prevent short term parking for drop off/collection from school. 

The Clerk had investigated election fees recharges with Durham CC and found that their system was 

the same as Darlington. The invoice for the 2015 election had therefore been paid. 
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Cllr Bedocs arrived. 

104.2015 HEALTH AND SAFTETY 

Cllr Anderson completed the risk assessments on 30 May 2015 and no matters had been identified. 

The electrician’s inspection had been arranged. 

As discussed earlier in the meeting, the risk assessment of the Warden’s role was to be undertaken 

soon. 

105.2015 SPORTSFIELD 

Further vandalism had been reported at the sportsfield involving the fencing around the pre-school 

garden and the drain pipe. This was the third time the fencing had been damaged in recent times. 

The Clerk had reported it to the PCSO but it was agreed that any future incidents were to be 

reported to 101 so that a crime number would be issued. 

A discussion took place regarding the need for CCTV to be installed, particularly given that the 

Village Hall had been broken into recently. The possibility of installing motion sensor floodlights was 

also discussed, though it was a concern that this could be a nuisance to nearby residents. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk was to obtain 3 quotations for CCTV and security lighting at the site.

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Anderson had now painted all of the picnic tables. 

The defibrillator had arrived and Cllr Anderson met representatives from the charity at the site on 

Saturday. They carried out a demonstration for the footballers. A formal training session was also to 

take place at Newton Aycliffe Fire Station in the next few weeks. The steel storage cabinet was to be 

purchased at a cost of £400 + VAT. It houses the defibrillator on the outside of the sports pavilion 

and it apparently vandal proof. It needs power which can be sourced from the first aid room. It can 

be opened by ringing 999 and obtaining a code. The code changes after it has been used. IT WAS 

AGREED THAT the Parish Council would make the purchase of the cabinet and be refunded by the 

charity who donated the defibrillator. The Clerk was to place the order ASAP. ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

Cllr Anderson advised that Northern Power Grid were to begin taking the power cables underground 

next week. They were to start at the Cumby, then move on to the sportsfield. A site meeting was to 

take place prior to works beginning on the sportsfield to ensure that everyone was clear on the 

position of the septic tank and electricity supply. The work was expected to be completed within 1-2 

weeks. 

The football manager had been in contact with the Clerk regarding the installation of nets at the 

bottom of the football pitches to reduce the number of balls going into the Cumby and Woodward’s 

farm. If approved they would be installed by digging holes and concreting in a “sleeve” to put the 

poles into. The nets can be dismantled but would be left in place during the season. 

 IT WAS AGREED THAT: 

- As a courtesy the owners of the Cumby and Woodwards farm should be consulted. 
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- The footballers would have to have a full risk assessment for the nets and review the risks 

generally - and specifically relating to third parties using the site  

 

- The nets would need to be included in the Parish inspection regime and risk assessment 

- The Parish Council’s insurers would need to be consulted 

- The footballers would have to have public liability insurance for the nets  

The Clerk was to contact Jim Barr regarding the above and consult with the neighbours identified. 

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Lee reported that he had been asked about the possibility of the sportsfield being used for 

javelin practice, but had advised that this was unlikely to be agreed due to obvious health and safety 

implications.  It was agreed that this activity could not go ahead. 

A discussion took place regarding maintenance of the wetlands area at the bottom of the sportsfield 

and whether the scouts should be invited to help with it. Cllr Anderson believed that a local 

volunteer had been looking after the area. Cllr Lee was to walk around it to assess the condition. 

           ACTION: 

CLLR LEE 

106:2015 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Nothing to report. 

107:2015 REDWORTH 

The Clerk had received information from DBC regarding repair costs for street furniture etc arising 

out of incidents. It was confirmed that there had been 10 incidents in the last 5 years with a total 

cost of £5080 to DBC. 

Cllr Bedocs reported that Steve Dolby had now been trained in the use of the new speed gun. He 

was now on holiday but would be undertaking checks on his return.  

Cllr Lee was also to ask DBC to carry out a traffic survey through Redworth. The solar speed monitor 

was in great demand but Cllr Lee was to find out whether something could be arranged on a sharing 

basis between Heighington and Redworth.     ACTION: CLLR LEE 

108:2015 THE CHESTNUTS 

Nothing to report. 

109:2015 PLANNING 

A consultation had been received from DCC regarding the proposed diversion of a public footpath to 

improve security at the Hitachi Rail facility and to provide a more attractive rural route for the 

public. The path would me moved further north away from the perimeter fence. Having reviewed 

the accompanying plan and the assurances that the change would not proceed unless the new route 

was to DCC’s satisfaction it was agreed that no representation was required. 

Planning Application Ref: 15/00614/FUL was considered. It related to the erection of a two storey 

extension at 24 Pinewood Crescent, Heighington DL5 6RP. Following consideration of the 

information provided, it was agreed that the application be APPROVED.   ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 
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110:2015 ACCOUNTS 

The Clerk advised that the external Audit was ongoing and there had been a number of queries due 

to the skate park works that had been undertaken and the insurance claim for the swing.  

The monthly accounts were presented to the meeting, along with the bank account reconciliation. 

Each transaction was noted. The balance at the end of June was £15,609. 

111:2015 REVIEW OF ASSET SCHEDULE 

This was to be carried forward to September when all reviews were to take place, including the risk 

assessment document.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

112:2015 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk tabled a draft letter from the Land Registry following the receipt of an adverse possession 

claim in respect of Village Green land by a resident of Church View. The deadline for responding to 

the claim was 20 July 2015. 

The village green plans and the Parish Council’s title documents were considered and it was agreed 

that the land in question was village green. It was also agreed that the Parish Council must object 

strongly to the claim. The basis of the objection was: 

- The land is registered as Village Green and must be available for parishioners to use 

- Aside from primary legislation protecting the greens, the Parish Council had made byelaws 

that applied too. The byelaws prohibit parking on the greens so an offence had been 

committed under them too. 

- The resident was to be contacted and asked to refrain from parking in the area. 

- The correspondence to the land registry was to include a copy of the letter to the resident. 

- All correspondence was to be sent by recorded mail.  ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

A copy of the byelaws was to be arranged for each councillor.  ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

113.2015 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk had not received a reply from the George and Dragon following the bank holiday event 

held on the village green. It was agreed that Enterprise Inns were to be made aware of the situation 

and reminded that a process needs to be followed when intending to use the village greens. Further, 

it was important to remind them the seating area to the front of the public house is village green 

and the seats must be moved on occasion to facilitate cutting the grass as agreed with previous 

owners, or on any occasion when requested by the Parish Council. The Clerk was to try to locate 

previous correspondence relating to this.          ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK   

Cllr Bedocs had attended the VHA meeting recently, where the possibility of holding a village fete 

had been discussed. The intention was to establish a committee to run this project and a public 

meeting was to take place on 23 September to discuss the proposals/funding etc. The initial 
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objective was to hold a street party next year to celebrate the Queen’s anniversary and take a 

community photograph which has been done successfully in the past. The Parish Council expressed 

its support in principle for this project, but it was noted that it mostly depended on community 

involvement. 

Cllr Bedocs was nominated to attend future VHA meetings to represent the Parish Council and was 

to ask for another councillor to attend in his place if he was unavailable.     ACTION: CLLR BEDOCS 

 

114.2015 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Bedocs asked about participating in Northumbria in Bloom. Cllr Anderson explained that as 

Heighington were classed as a large village, they were not currently a valid contender, though this 

could be reviewed if people felt strongly about it. 

Cllr Bedocs reported that the streetlights on Highside Road were on permanently. The clerk was to 

report this.        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.  

 

 


