
HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 7 The Garth, School Aycliffe, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham. DL5 6QL 

 

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY 2015 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr K Wilkinson 
  Cllr C Lawrence 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr G Lee 
 

APOLOGIES: Cllr M Woodward 

 

001.2015 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Woodward. 

002.2015 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

None. 

003.2015 APPROVE MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 20 November 2014 

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th November 2014 were approved as an accurate record of 

the meeting and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

004.2015 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Parish Clerk had been in contact with the DBC insurance department for an update regarding 

the tarmacking of Pinewood Crescent and the damage to a resident’s drive as there had been no 

progress since the last meeting. 

Cllr Anderson raised the matter of funding for the car park extension. A further application was to be 

made shortly and it would assist if the School was to provide a letter to confirm its offer of funding 

and the football partnership in place with the Parish Council. ACTION: Cllr Lee/Parish Clerk 

005.2015 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

The Parish inspections had been undertaken by Cllr Anderson on 31 December 2014 and there was 

nothing to report. 

006.2015 SPORTSFIELD 

The Clerk explained that three alternative quotes had been provided to the Parish Council insurers 

and they had now confirmed that the original quotation from online playgrounds was agreed. Once 

the Parish Council placed its order and provided the invoice, the insured amount would be 

reimbursed. A discussion took place regarding the replacement swing and IT WAS AGREED THAT the 

Clerk was to place the order.        ACTION: 

Parish Clerk 

 



HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 7 The Garth, School Aycliffe, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham. DL5 6QL 

 

 

The Clerk had received a wayleave agreement from Northern Power Grid which was to deal with the 

diversion of the power lines from overhead on the sportsfield to a route underground, near to the 

hedgerow behind the sports pavilion. The Clerk explained the main provisions of the Agreement. It 

included an indemnity in favour of NPG for any claims for wayleave compensation payments by 

other occupiers of the site. This was not a concern, given that the Parish council is sole occupier. 

Secondly, there were termination rights on giving 12 months’ notice, provided the Electricity Act was 

complied with.  The wayleave payment reduced to just a few pounds per annum as subterranean 

power lines attracted a lower rate per meter. A site survey was to be undertaken by NPG before the 

works would commence, and any damage caused during the completion of the works would be 

made good to the Parish Council’s satisfaction. The same process was to be undertaken on the 

school site and the school had signed its own agreement. 

Following a detailed discussion IT WAS AGREED THAT it would be extremely beneficial for the Parish 

and any users of the field to have the cables taken underground. The Clerk was authorised to sign 

and return the Agreement to NPG.     ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

007.2015 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

The Clerk explained that an application was to be made for funding for the improvement of the 

Memorial Garden outside of the Village Hall in Heighington. There was a local fund that was to 

award grants of £500 to projects for the improvement of open spaces. The deadline date was 30 

January.         ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

008.2015 REDWORTH 

Cllr Wilkinson raised concerns about road safety in the village. Firstly, the junction from Redworth 

into Heighington was potentially dangerous as it was difficult to see, especially at night time. It was 

understood that there was no power to the junction, but everyone agreed that it should be looked 

at by Highways to see if any improvements could be made.  Secondly, the furniture on the traffic 

island in the village had been damaged and kept obstructing the road, causing a potential hazard. 

Cllr Lee was to meet Highways the following day and agreed to raise these matters.    

          ACTION: CLLR LEE 

Cllr Wilkinson was also concerned about the trees on Grangeside which were not being tended to by 

DBC. The recent winds had left a number of stray branches in the area. 

Cllr Lee mentioned the ongoing issue with parking/encroachment on the village green. The PCSO had 

been involved but this had not resolved the matter. Cllr Lee then sought advice from DBC’s legal 

department and it was discovered that the area obstructed was not in fact village green and was 

likely to be a civil matter for residents to resolve. Cllr Lee was to speak to the resident concerned, 

and send the legal advice obtained to the Clerk.      ACTION: 

CLLR LEE  

   

009.2015 THE CHESTNUTS 



HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 7 The Garth, School Aycliffe, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham. DL5 6QL 

Cllr Blenkinsopp was concerned about the DBC policy not to grit the Chestnuts estate. After 

discussion it was acknowledged that this was DBC’s general policy that would not be changed. 

 

 

010.2015 PLANNING 

Cllr Blenkinsopp updated the meeting on the proposals of Lightsource Renewable Energy to 

construct a solar farm at School Aycliffe in a field adjacent to the Ineos site. The field was owned by 

a farmer and was to be leased to the developer for this purpose – the farmer retaining grazing rights. 

A meeting had taken place with Lightsource, Cllr Blenkinsopp, Cllr Anderson and the Clerk on site in 

December. Whilst the development would be visible from the road, it would have a minimal impact 

on residents as there is a field between the housing estate and the site, with established hedgerows. 

Lightsource had held a Community Information event in December at the Excel Centre. The feedback 

that had reached Cllr Blenkinsopp so far was that in spite of initial concerns from residents, the 

proposals were far preferable to applications for wind turbines.   

In addition to the above, the developer had made proposals to grant community benefit to 

Heighington Parish in the form of an annual payment. This would be in the region of £1300 per 

annum, index linked for 20 years, but the final figure depended on planning being granted and the 

final number of panels installed. Cllr Anderson had asked whether the developer would be prepared 

to install further panels on the changing rooms and they had indicated that this may be a possibility 

as part of a community benefit package. 

A leaflet had been provided by Lightsource explaining about community benefit packages and the 

legalities that applied to them. It was circulated to all Councillors for information. 

To date, the planning application had not been received from DBC, so nothing further could be done 

until the next meeting. 

Planning Applications ref: 14/01188/LBC and 14/01187/FUL had been received over the Christmas 

break. It related to the extension of a ground floor bar and the construction of a first floor meeting 

room and terrace at Redworth Hall Hotel. The Clerk had circulated the details and received some 

comments. Whilst there were no objections to the proposals, the point was made to DBC that noise 

from the site had been an issue in the past and was to be monitored carefully. 

Planning Application Ref: 14/01111/FUL had been received. It related to the erection of a porch at 

Park House Farm, Highside road, DL2 2UX. Following consideration of the plans and accompanying 

documents, the application was APPROVED.    ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Planning Application Ref: 14/01213/FUL was considered. It related to the erection of an agricultural 

storage building at Coatsay Moor Farm, DL2 2XW. Following consideration of the details, it was 

agreed that the application be APPROVED.      ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

 

011.2015 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING UPDATE 

Following the presentation by DBC representatives at the November meeting, Mr Maxwell had sent 

the Clerk information on planning policy, including core strategy and the local plan. The major 
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difficulty currently faced was that the local plan is currently being revised, making it difficult to draft 

a neighbourhood plan that “fits in” with it. The Clerk had asked for further advice from DBC. It 

remained a concern that the “value” to be gained from implementing a neighbourhood plan was 

difficult to identify. However, recent adverse planning decisions relating to additional housing at  

 

Middleton St George that had been reported in the press, indicated that DBC’s outdated policies 

could leave villages exposed to unwanted development.    

012.2015 FINANCE, INCLUDING BUDGET 15-16 

The Clerk circulated the final budget spreadsheet for information. 

The monthly finance report was circulated and reviewed. The Clerk went through the transactions 

that had been paid during the month. The Village Hall grants had now been paid and a letter sent to 

the VHA’s proposing that room hire was not charged during 15/16.  

The account showed a final balance of £5331. 

013.2015 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk had received correspondence relating to proposals to create a Combined Authority for the 

North East. The correspondence from DBC explained the proposals and the benefits they would 

bring to the region. It requested that a short survey was undertaken. The Clerk went through the 

questions and was authorised to complete the survey on behalf of the PC.  ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK 

 

014.2015 OTHER MATTERS 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.35pm.  


