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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21 JANUARY 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr L Bedocs  
  Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr G Lee  
   

S Lenegan 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
 
001:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Woodward and Cllr French.  

002.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

003:2016 PRESENTATION MY REDWORTH TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 

Mr Tony Sanders gave a presentation to the Parish Council following a recent traffic survey 

undertaken by DBC. Mr Sanders was accompanied by a number of other residents interested in the 

issue. The following points arose from his presentation: 

 The survey undertaken was very comprehensive. It indicated that approximately 13,000 

vehicles go through Redworth each week – equating to one vehicle every 3 seconds. 

 The numbers seem to increase year and year and will continute to do so. 

 On a day on October, 12,500 vehicles drove through the village. 1,400 of them went over the 

limit and 135 would have been prosecuted for speeding. 4 drivers were exceeding 68 mph. 

 Accident recording has been quite poor, butthere certainly have been accidents and there 

have been numerous incidents and near misses. 

In spite of these findings, the Highways agency have confirmed that there is no case for action. The 

Traffic Committee was therefore asking the Parish Council to help to fund its proposal. 

Its proposals were to purchase a sign that displays the driver’s speed on the way into the village. The 

sign conforms to highways regulations and is reliable and easy to maintain. The cost is £3,000 plus 

VAT per sign and the committee requested that the PC match fund this to £1,500 with the villagers 

raising the remainder of the funding. The committee then intended, in the longer term, to raise 

funds for a second sign. 

Various questions were asked. 
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Mr Sanders confirmed that the sign identified was to be mains powered to save the need to 

recharge the battery. Solar had been considered but was more expensive and prone to vandalism. 

Highways were to connect the power supply. Otherwise the sign would be maintenance free. 

Research indicated that the signs were effective. Whilst it is only a monitoring system and does not 

record data or enable a prosecution to take place, it serves as a clear reminder to drivers to be 

aware of their speed.  It also helps to turn the machine off for a period of time when drivers start to 

become used to it, then reconnect. 

Alternative machines had been considered but the model selected gave the best option in terms of 

cost and performance. 

DBC was to install the poles. 

The Parish Council agree to consider the proposal. The Clerk was to notify Mr Sanders of its decision 

by email. 

A detailed discussion took place regarding the sign after the committee and residents left the 

meeting. Cllr Garner was keen for alternative signs to be investigated that can perhaps do more to 

assist with the problem. It was noted, however, that cost was an important factor. The current year 

end projections for the PC accounts showed a balance of approximately £5K, though this was a very 

rough estimate at this stage, no further major expenditure was budgeted for the financial year. 

IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT the Parish Council was to make a donation of up to £2,000 to 

the committee towards the cost of the sign. The Traffic Committee is to conclude its decision about 

the sign it wishes to purchase and provide the PC with the details of its final decision. The Clerk was 

to write to the committee accordingly.     ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

005:2016 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 

Resident Mr Hope attended at the meeting to ask the Parish Council about the recent site 

investigations in the vicinity of Snackgate Lane. The Parish Council informed Mr Hope that it had no 

further information regarding any plans for the area, certainly no planning applications had been 

made to date. 

Mr Hope asked about the parish Council’s current intentions regarding producing a neighbourhood 

plan. The Chairman explained that the Parish Council had considered this in detail last year and a 

consultant had given a presentation on the process and potential costs. DBC had also given some 

guidance. On the basis of all of this information and the need for the Neighbourhood Plan to be 

consistent with DBC policy, the Parish Council had decided to keep a watching brief on the situation 

until such time as DBC developed its policy. Very recent feedback from DBC was that they are 

working to a 2-3 year timescale to deliver their new local plan which includes 500 new dwellings per 

year – significantly more than has been achieved in the past.  

It was clear from all of this information that the Parish is at risk of further housing development. 

However, it was unclear how protective a Neighbourhood Plan would be in defending this, given 

that the policy for additional housing is at a higher level. Also, a Neighbourhood plan could not 

simply prevent any housing development. It would need to identify the most appropriate areas for 

such development to take place. 
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Cllr Lee explained that Middleton St George had been inundated with additional housing 

developments in spite of its neighbourhood Plan.   

It was agreed that the Clerk was to contact M St G’s Clerk to see what their experience has been so 

far. The Clerk was to notify Mr Hope of the response by email.  ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

006.2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 19 NOVEMBER 2015 

The minutes of the meeting on 19 November 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

007:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk had still not heard from the scout leader regarding the wetlands area.  

Cllr Bedocs had spoken to him and he had intimated that the scouts would continue to maintain the 

area, but this was still to be confirmed in writing. 

The Clerk had reminded Online playgrounds about the new bolts needed for the basket swing and 

was to chase them again.       ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

The problem on the ramps identified by ROSPA (i.e. a small gap between the ramp and the tarmac) 

was no longer visible during the last inspection. Cllr Anderson believed that it was due to swelling of 

the tarmac following the recent extreme weather. The matter was to be observed as part of the 

inspection regime before it was decided whether to contact Rhino Ramps again.  

ACTION: CLLR ANDERSON 

With regard to the caravan at the Dog Inn, it was understood that DBC had told the owner to make 

an application in respect of it or remove it. 

Cllr Lee was concerned that the playing fields car park matter and some alleged selling of drugs had 

not been mentioned at the recent PACT meeting. SL confirmed that she had asked for information 

regarding this from the police, but it had then been passed onto Steve Dolby. Hence, it may not have 

been notified to him prior to the last meeting. 

The Parish Clerk had written to the property on Station Road regarding cutting the conifers. 

008.2016 HEALTH AND SAFETY  

The inspections had been done and there was nothing significant to report. 

009.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

Cllr Teare had found a solution to the soft verges problem. 

010:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

No further action had been taken regarding funding for the carpark extension. Cllr Anderson gave 

the clerk a leaflet on some other funding sources, but at the moment, awards for all looked to most 

appropriate.       ACTION: Cllr Anderson/Parish Clerk 

011:2016 REDWORTH 
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See note earlier regarding speed survey/signage. 

 

012:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Blenkinsopp reminded the PC that that the noticeboard was in need of replacement. Cllr Teare 

was to consider whether he could make one and the PC would pay for the materials. 

         ACTION: CLLR TEARE 

Work on the new solar farm was complete (save for landscaping) and the first annual payment of 

community benefit had been received. 

013:2016 PLANNING 

Planning Application Ref: 15/01190/FUL was considered. It related to the erection of a first floor 

extension over existing double garage and garage conversion at 14 Snackgate Lane, Heighington DL5 

6RG. Following consideration of the information provided, it was agreed that the application be 

APPROVED.         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Planning Application Ref: 15/01185/FUL was considered. It related to alterations to the existing 

highway and the building of a road at Hope House Farm, 11 Highside Road Heighington DL5 6NJ. 

Following consideration of the information provided, it was agreed that the reinstatement of this 

road would benefit the village by removing farm traffic from Highside Road and the application be 

APPROVED.         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Planning Application Ref: 15/01180/LBC was considered. It related to Listed building consent for the 

demolition of a conservatory and replacement with a garden room at 11 West Green, Heighington 

DL5 6RA. Following consideration of the information provided, it was agreed that the application be 

APPROVED.         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

014:2016 ACCOUNTS  

The Clerk presented the monthly accounts and reconciliation to the meeting. Each transaction was 

noted.  

The balance at the end of December £8866.67. 

015:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk had received a letter from Enterprise Inns to state that they would be raising the issues of 

concern to the PC with the George & Dragon. 

A letter from Swinburne Madison regarding land to the front of the Old Hall was presented to the 

meeting. 

Following a discussion about the contents of the letter, the Parish Council believed that the letter did 

not raise anything new. The Parish Council had already made all the necessary points in 

correspondence with the resident and that it was not in the interests of the parish to enter into 

protracted legal correspondence. IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that a reply to the letter was not 

required as the PC had not been in correspondence with the solicitor, but the resident directly.  

016.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.05 pm.  
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