
HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 7 The Garth, School Aycliffe, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham. DL5 6QL 

 

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2015 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr K Wilkinson 
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr G Lee 
 

APOLOGIES: Cllr C Lawrence 

 

015.2015 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Lawrence. 

016.2015 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

None. 

017.2015 APPROVE MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 15 JANUARY 2015 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15TH January 2015 were approved as an accurate record of the 

meeting and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

018.2015 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Parish Clerk had been advised by DBC insurance department that the resident’s drive in 

Pinewood Crescent which was stained with tarmac residue had now been cleaned. Cllr Woodward 

confirmed that the resident was pleased with the work done. 

The Clerk had provided a letter to Cllr Lee regarding the carpark extension and Cllr Lee was to 

discuss the letter with the head of the school.      ACTION: 

Cllr Lee 

The traffic Island at Redworth had been repaired promptly by Highways following intervention by 

Cllr Lee. The junction into Heighington was to be given some attention. The lines were to be 

repainted and the cats-eyes refurbished. Hopefully this would improve visibility. 

The Clerk had finalised the wayleave agreement with Northern Power Grid for the power lines on 

the sportsfield and was now waiting to hear about a pre works site inspection. 

019.2015 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

The Parish inspections were to be undertaken by Cllr Anderson towards the end of the month. 

 020.2015 SPORTSFIELD 

The Clerk had received funds from insurers for the replacement swing (£815). The cost to the Parish 

Council was £100 in excess. Premium would not be impacted immediately due to the fixed term 

contract. The replacement swing had been ordered and a delivery date was awaited. 



HEIGHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
c/o 7 The Garth, School Aycliffe, Newton Aycliffe, Co Durham. DL5 6QL 

 

The feed in tariff payment for the solar panels for the period 1 November 2014 - 31 January 2015 

had been received and was extremely low – just £49. As a result the Clerk organised a site visit with 

a representative of Lightsource (the applicant for the solar farm at School Aycliffe) to seek an expert 

opinion on the installation and operation of the PV system. The representative met the Clerk and Cllr 

Anderson onsite and inspected the system. In his view the installation was to a high standard and 

had been carried out professionally. In his experience, extremely low payments do occur in winter 

when the hours of daylight are particularly short. On looking at the paperwork provided by the 

installer, he did feel that the savings to the Parish Council in terms of its own electricity consumption 

had been over estimated, but the full performance would not be clear until a year of operation had 

passed. 

In conclusion, he recommended that the Parish Council asks the installer to provide a monitor free 

of charge, to monitor the performance of the panels, and notify the Parish Council if any malfunction 

occurs.  

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk was to write to the installer and ask for this work 

to be done.        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Anderson reported that some vandalism had occurred on the sportsfield during the month. The 

down pipe on the sports pavilion had been torn from the wall, breaking the clips in the process. Cllr 

Anderson had replaced it and used stronger brackets, but it was very disappointing to have 

experienced further vandalism. 

DBC had undertaken some hedge cutting along Hall Lane and the sportsfield. The machinery had 

caused some indentations in the grass that would need to be attended to. 

The additional ramps had been installed on the skatepark. The work went smoothly and Rhino 

Ramps had been paid. A small amount of money remaining was to be spent on materials for the 

construction of 4 picnic tables by Cllr Anderson, which would encourage parents to watch the 

skaters. Cllr Lawrence had suggested that a bin was put in the area. It was agreed that the need for a 

bin would be monitored going forward, as a bin had been stolen from a nearby area recently. 

Cllr Anderson had attended a demonstration for a defibrillator prior to the PC meeting. The 

demonstration was carried out by a charity which was raising money to put defibrillators in villages 

all over the North East (Madathlon). The charity was proposing to put the machine on the outside of 

the sports pavilion. It would be housed in a metal box with a security code held by the emergency 

services, should it be required. A discussion took place regarding the location of any defibrillator and 

whether the sportsfield was the most appropriate place. It was agreed that there were more central 

locations in the village but that expert advice was needed before a final decision could be made. 

Redworth needed to be considered too. The Charity was to contact Cllr Anderson who was to keep 

the Councillors up to date.       ACTION: CLLR 

ANDERSON 

  

021.2015 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

The DCC grant for improving public places was not pursued as DCC confirmed that it did not apply to 

Heighington. 

The car park extension grant was to be submitted soon. 
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022.2015 REDWORTH 

Cllr Wilkinson had noticed some damage to the kerb by the junction to Mill Lane. In addition, the 

road edge on the west of the village had been repaired poorly. 

The branches on the green at Grangeside were still there. Cllr Wilkinson had reported the problem 

to DBC, but had received no reply. 

The Clerk was to contact Highways and Streetscene regarding the above.     ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

023.2015 THE CHESTNUTS 

Nothing to report. 

024.2015 PLANNING 

Planning Application ref: 14/01305/FUL relating to the solar farm at School Aycliffe had now been 

received. Following a discussion it was agreed that provided the developer undertook to improve 

and maintain an adequate hedgerow on School Aycliffe Lane to screen the site, the application be 

APPROVED.        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Planning Application Ref: 14/00022/LBC had been received. It related to the retrospective approval 

of a flue pipe (listed building consent). Following consideration of the accompanying documents, the 

application was APPROVED.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Planning Application Ref: 14/01264/LBC was considered. It related to listed building consent for the 

installation of 3 secondary glazed windows. Following consideration of the information provided, it 

was agreed that the application be APPROVED.    ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Planning Application Ref: 15/00026/FUL was considered. It related to the erection of a single storey 

rear extension at 19 Pinewood Crescent DL5 6RR. Following consideration of the plans and 

information provided, it was agreed that the application be APPROVED.  ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 

 

025.2015 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING UPDATE 

The Clerk had contacted DBC again and was advised about a Neighbourhood Planning workshop that 

was due to take place in Newcastle on 25 February. IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk was to attend 

and if an additional place became available, either Cllr Blenkinsopp or Cllr Anderson would attend 

too.  

 

026.2015 FINANCE 

The Clerk circulated the latest monthly report along with a year end forecast. 

The transactions during the month were noted. Cash flow was to become extremely tight towards 

the end of March, unless a VAT reclaim that had been submitted in February for £2600 was repaid 

soon. The Clerk was to keep a close eye on things and report back at the next meeting.                                    
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ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

It was estimated that approximately £800, plus outstanding football fees would remain at the end of 

the year. 

 

027.2015 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr French reported that he had cleared a large branch from the village green which had fallen from 

a birch tree and disposed of it. 

The Parish Council had received complaints about the condition the roads and verges were in on the 

way to Newbiggen farm near Redworth, as a result of construction works for the new school. The 

Clerk was to refer this to Darlington Borough Council.      ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

028.2015 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Thompson complemented the litter pickers on keeping the village tidy. Cllr Lee reminded 

everyone that littering from vehicles could be reported by taking the vehicle registration number 

and contacting Mr Heardman in DBC. An £80 is sent to the vehicle owner and is payable regardless 

of whether they were personally responsible. 

Cllr Lee was hosting an event at Redworth Hall on 16 April from 2pm til 5pm in honour of service 

men and women from World War II. The Clerk was to display a notice regarding the event in the 

noticeboard.        ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm.  


