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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
  Cllr C Teare 
  Cllr E Thompson 
  Cllr L Bedocs  
  Cllr G Blenkinsopp 
  Cllr G Lee  
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr M French 
   

S Lenegan (absent) 
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr L Garner 
 
017:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Garner and the Clerk was absent due to illness.  

018.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

019.2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21 JANUARY 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 21 January 2016 were amended in respect of the Traffic Committee 

report to state that a vehicle passes through the village every 46 seconds based on 13,000 vehicles 

per week. Otherwise the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

020:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk has advised that she had contacted Redworth Traffic Committee to confirm the PC’s offer 

of funding for the traffic sign. 

The clerk had also written to the Clerk for Middleton St George Parish Council for feedback regarding 

their neighbourhood planning experience, but had not yet received a reply. 

021.2016 HEALTH AND SAFETY  

The inspections had been done and there was nothing to report. 

Replacement links had been provided by Online Playgrounds for the basket swing. Cllr Anderson had 

already fitted the new links and had retained the worn links so that the Clerk could photograph them 

and provide Online Playgrounds with photographic evidence of the wear that had occurred. The new 

components would be inspected as part of the monthly inspection programme.   

ACTION: Cllr Anderson/Parish Clerk 

022.2016 SPORTSFIELD 
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Recent football games had been cancelled due to waterlogging of the pitch. This was not an issue 

specific to Heighington and the majority of other pitches in the area had been forced to close due to 

the inclement weather. 

 

The football team management had received some very positive news regarding the attainment of 

Academy Status. Further information regarding this was to follow.  

023:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Nothing to report. 

024:2016 REDWORTH 

The details of the traffic sign selected by the committee were awaited following their interesting 

presentation in January.  

025:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Blenkinsopp was to take measurements for the estate notice board and was to give the details to 

Cllr Teare.        ACTION: Cllr Blenkinsopp 

026:2016 PLANNING 

The Clerk had received a letter from DBC regarding future planning consultations. It was proposed 

that correspondence would be limited to written notification of the application, leaving the relevant 

Councillors to review the applications online. This was to save funds in preparing and sending full 

sets of plans to each Parish Council.  

Clearly this would present some difficulties for Heighington PC. Not all councillors had internet 

access and there was no internet access at the meeting venue. The plans and supporting documents 

could not easily be copied and it would be time consuming and costly for each Parish Clerk to 

arrange a copy.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk was to ask for hard copies to continue to be produced and if this was 

not possible for all applications, it would be essential for any large projects proposed within the 

parish. 

         ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

027:2016 ACCOUNTS  

The monthly accounts and reconciliation were circulated to the meeting.  

028:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk had circulated correspondence /consultation from DBC regarding the loss of the Council 

Tax Support Grant which was a payment made to Parish Councils based on the number of council tax 

support recipients in each parish. It was agreed that the Clerk was to prepare a breakdown of 

payments made to the Parish by DBC for consideration at the next meeting so that a reply to the 

consultation could be agreed.      ACTION: PARISH CLERK 
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It was noted that more funding cuts were likely to be forthcoming but the Parish Council would do 

what it could to ensure that the parish was not allowed to deteriorate.  

 

 

029.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

Cllr Bedocs asked for a volunteer to take his place at the Events planning meeting on 9 March 2016. 

Cllr Thompson agreed to step in and the Clerk was to provide him with all of the details. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25 pm.  

 


