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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21 APRIL 2016 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT: Cllr B Anderson (Chairman) 
Cllr G Blenkinsopp  
Cllr G Lee 

  Cllr L Bedocs  
  Cllr M French 
   

S Lenegan  
   
APOLOGIES: Cllr E Thompson 

Cllr L Garner 
  Cllr M Woodward 
  Cllr Teare 
 
043:2016 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Cllr Thompson, Cllr Garner, Cllr Teare and Cllr Woodward.  

044.2016 RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

045.2016 APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING ON 17 MARCH 2016 

The minutes of the meeting on 17 March 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

accordingly. 

046:2016 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Clerk advised that she had been in contact with DBC regarding current policy on prosecuting for 

both dog fouling and littering. The response was that redundancies of enforcement officers were 

likely to go ahead and if they did, prosecutions are unlikely to be made. The situation was uncertain 

at present and was a serious concern. Cllr Anderson had put up additional dog notices in Redworth 

and the issue would have to be monitored. If necessary the Parish Council would have to consider 

introducing new byelaws to give it powers to prosecute. 

The Clerk was still looking at alternative electricity suppliers for when the current fixed arrangement 

ends. 

Regarding the village fair, the Clerk had put the committee in touch with the Parish insurance 

company. The latest information from the committee was that they had been able to secure cover 

relatively cheaply. 

Cllr Woodward had been unable to undertake the risk assessments before they were needed by the 

Committee, so it was understood that the committee had made its own arrangements. Funding for 

the fair was to be tabled later once the accounts information had been reviewed.  
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047.2016 HEALTH AND SAFETY  

The monthly inspections had been done and there was nothing to report. 

048.2016 SPORTSFIELD 

The dry verge for the sports pavilion had now arrived and was to be installed soon, weather 

permitting. The downpipe was also to be installed with stronger fixings. ACTION: CLLR TEARE/ CLLR 

ANDERSON 

The new bucket swings had been ordered and installed as recommended in the ROSPA report. The 

clerk was authorised to pay the invoice from online playgrounds (£387 plus VAT).  

ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

049:2016 FUNDING AND FUNDRAISING 

Cllr Anderson has contacted DBC regarding the carpark extension and was advised that planning 

permission would be needed. The clerk had downloaded the relevant forms. 

Funding options for the extension had been investigated, including the small grants available from 

Sport England, which appeared the most relevant fund, but offered a maximum of £10K. The clerk 

had downloaded the forms and was to have an initial discussion with Sport England. It was 

suggested that lottery funding also be investigated.      ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK 

A letter was tabled from David Brassell, manager of the AFC Boys football Club. The letter explained 

some positive developments at the club and proposed placing some 8’ by 4‘ hoarding boards be 

installed around the parish pitches to raise sponsorship funds to improve the facilities. The sponsor 

is willing to install the posts in return for a board for a year, leaving 9 to sell. The funds would be put 

towards the purchase of a better mower which the football club would allow the PC to use on the 

play area. 

Following a detailed discussion IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT: 

 Cllr Anderson was to investigate whether planning permission would be needed for the 

boards 

ACTION: CLLR ANDERSON 

 The boards could be sited at the bottom of the pitches, with the back of the boards painted 

green so they are not visible to neighbours 

 A maximum of 10 was to be allowed initially 

 A licence agreement would need to be entered into with the football club to govern design 

constraints, liability, insurance, maintenance and other stipulations. 

The clerk was to write to the Football Manager accordingly.  ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

 

050:2016 MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 2016 

Cllr Anderson reported that the maintenance work needed to be carried out in the near future was: 

 Inspection and possibly painting of all seats/benches within the parish 
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 Painting of the white tubs in Redworth and Heighington 

 Painting of the gents toilet 

 

Cllr Blenkinsopp, Cllr Lee and Cllr Bedocs agreed to assist. Cllr Anderson was to advise them when 

the works were to be carried out and organise paint and equipment. ACTION: ALL  

051.2016 REDWORTH 

It was understood that the traffic committee had now decided on an appropriate speeding device 

and that they had almost reached their funding requirements. The Clerk was to ask them for the 

details of what had been decided.       ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK 

052:2016 THE CHESTNUTS 

Cllr Blenkinsopp advised that the new notice board was now in place and was a great improvement. 

Cllr Teare was thanked (in his absence) for his efforts and generosity in providing these excellent 

facilities for the community. 

A discussion took place regarding notice board policy. IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT any 

members of the community were able to request the display of notices provided: 

 They were not advertising a business 

 They were of a reasonable size 

 There was space available to accommodate them after the Parish Council had displayed its 

information 

 The chairman’s decision in any case was final. 

053:2016 PLANNING 

The Clerk had received one application during the month Ref: 16/00219/FUL. It related to a loft 

conversion and insertion of a dormer window to the rear of 7 Highside Road Heighington DL5 6PF. 

Plans and details were still not being provided by DBC, but the Clerk believed that this remained 

under review. In the absence of the necessary documentation to consider the application, IT WAS 

AGREED THAT: a no comment response was to be given.    ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK 

 

054:2016 ACCOUNTS  

The monthly accounts and reconciliation were circulated to the meeting. There was now a clearer 

picture of the year end position at approx. £8,000, less the speeding equipment donation for 

Redworth (£2,000) and the ring fenced community benefit payment (£1, 462), leaving available 

funds of approx. £4,500. 

Cllr Anderson also provided the Clerk with £300 in a mixture of cash and cheque for banking which 

related to football fees.       ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Anderson and Cllr French signed a revised direct debit mandate for salaries following the 

2016/17 reviews. The Clerk was to lodge this with the bank.   ACTION: PARISH 

CLERK 
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Now that the year end position was clearer, Cllr Anderson proposed a donation to the fair 

committee of £500. This WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. The Clerk was to advise the fair 

committee accordingly.         ACTION: 

PARISH CLERK 

Cllr Bedocs advised that the next fair committee meeting was to take place on 27 April 2016 and Cllr 

Bedocs was to attend. All parish Councillors were welcome. 

 

055:2016 REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

A discussion took place regarding planning and the fact that Heighington in particular was a target 

for potential developers. Vulnerable areas appear to be Snackgate Lane, Beech crescent and land 

around the Chestnuts owned by the Health Authority.  

Whether a neighbourhood plan would assist such areas was questionable. The Clerk had now heard 

back from MSG regarding its neighbourhood plan experience and they had found the same – in the 

absence of Darlington having a local plan to dove-tail into, the neighbourhood plan was massively 

compromised. 

Steve Petch of DBC planning policy team was to be invited to speak to the community in an open 

meeting once the expected applications arrive. 

It was also agreed that any strategy of identifying sites which were suitable for development was 

almost certain to result in strongly opposing views and conflict and as a result would be extremely 

difficult to put in place anyway. Even if the council had funding to implement a plan, it would not at 

this stage be considered resources and money well spent to produce a weak, flawed plan. 

The Clerk circulated the latest Railway Museum correspondence.  

056.2016 OTHER MATTERS 

The Clerk reported that Insurance Renewal was due on 1 July, as part of the fixed 5 year 

arrangement. Any increase would therefore be minimal, based on any increase in asset values 

attributed. 

The Clerk had tried to contact the haulier which had dislodged the boulder near the George and 

Dragon, but this was proving difficult as she only had a mobile number and had not yet managed to 

speak to anyone there. Further attempts would be made.  ACTION: PARISH CLERK 

The Clerk asked if any councillors could remember the joinery workshop near the Methodist church, 

as a relative of the former proprietor had been in contact asking for information. Cllr French and Cllr 

Thompson reported that they could remember the man in question who they knew quite well. 

Unfortunately the building has been neglected by the current owner and is now derelict. Cllr French 

was to take a photograph for the Clerk to send on to the relative. ACTION: CLLR FRENCH/ 

          PARISH CLERK 

 

It was noted that the next meeting on 19 May 2016 was the Annual Parish Meeting and the 

Annual Parish Council Meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.  


